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Dr. August Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 21, 

Demise of the Temple   

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

  

1. Abstract of Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 21, Demise of 

the Temple, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

Dr. Konkel's session focuses on the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, and Ahaz in Judah, as 

depicted in Chronicles. Uzziah's reign is split between prosperity and a downfall due to 

his transgression in the temple, leading to leprosy and isolation. Jotham receives a 

positive assessment as Uzziah's successor during turbulent times. Ahaz, however, is 

heavily influenced by the fall of Israel, leading him to syncretism and a disastrous 

alliance with Assyria. The lecture highlights the Chronicler's perspective, especially 

regarding the temple's state and the relationship between Judah and the fallen northern 

kingdom. The text explains the historical and political context, emphasizing the kings' 

actions in relation to religious law and the rise of Assyrian influence. 

 2.  13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 21 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Historical Books → Chronicles).  
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3. Briefing Document: Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 21, 

Demise of the Temple 

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the 

provided excerpts of Dr. August Konkel's "Chronicles, Session 21, Demise of the Temple." 

Briefing Document: Konkel on Chronicles, Session 21 - Demise of the Temple 

Overview: 

This session focuses on the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, and Ahaz during the 8th century 

BC, highlighting the political and religious climate that led to the decline of the Temple 

and the eventual fall of the Northern Kingdom of Israel. A central theme is the 

importance of faithfulness to the covenant with Yahweh and the dangers of syncretism 

and political miscalculations. 

Key Themes and Ideas: 

• Uzziah's Reign: Prosperity and Transgression: Uzziah's reign began with 

significant military and economic achievements, benefiting from the decline of 

Assyria and Jeroboam II's successes in the north. However, his reign ended in 

disaster when he attempted to usurp the priestly role by offering incense in the 

Temple. 

• Quote: "So as much as this time period begins in a very prosperous manner, it 

ends in a very disastrous way as far as the temple is concerned." 

• Quote: "Uzziah was very much a proponent of all of these things. And this, of 

course, is seen in accordance with what was also happening with his most 

important neighbor, Jeroboam II, to the north." 

• The Separation of King and Priest: A crucial point emphasized is the divinely 

ordained separation between the roles of king and priest in Israel. Unlike other 

nations where the king held both positions, in Israel, the king was subject to the 

Torah and the authority of God. The priesthood, descended from Aaron, had the 

exclusive right to perform Temple rituals, representing the holiness and presence 

of God. 

• Quote: "In all other nations around, the king is the priest and the king is the one 

who controls all the activities of the temple. But in Israel, that was not to be the 

case." 
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• Quote: "As Deuteronomy explains clearly, in Israel, the king was to have a copy of 

this Torah. He was to have a copy of this instruction at his side. He was to follow 

this instruction and he was to lead his people in following this instruction." 

• The Significance of Uzziah's Leprosy: Uzziah's leprosy, brought on by his 

transgression, resulted in isolation and inability to perform his royal duties. This is 

likened to the experience of isolation during COVID times. 

• Quote: "So, Uzziah could no longer carry out his royal duties as king because his 

punishment for violating the rights of a priest had made him a leper." 

• Jotham's Reign: A Positive Interlude: Jotham, who reigned during Uzziah's 

leprosy, receives a generally positive assessment from the Chronicler, continuing 

the prosperity and prioritizing the Temple. He maintained a degree of control in 

the Transjordan. 

• Quote: "Jotham, as he's reported here in the Chronicler, is really given quite a 

positive assessment." 

• Ahaz's Reign: Syncretism and Political Miscalculation: Ahaz's reign is marked by 

the fall of the Northern Kingdom and the increasing influence of Assyria. He 

embraced Baal worship and engaged in syncretism, possibly involving dedications 

to other gods via "tophet" rituals involving infants. Politically, his decision to seek 

Assyrian aid against Pekah (Israel) and Rezin (Syria) proved disastrous. 

• Quote: "So, the fall of Israel and the domination of the Assyrians has resulted in 

the Baal cult being revived. And Ahaz is marked as being one of those kings who 

made his children pass through the fire." 

• Quote: "Of course, what Ahaz did instead of joining the alliance of Rezin and 

Pekah is seek the aid of the Assyrians to maintain his own independence. That 

might not seem like a very smart move, and it really wasn't a very smart move 

because the Assyrians had no intention of stopping taking over Syria and Israel." 

• Oded's Prophecy: Oded the prophet rebukes Ahaz, reminding Judah that the 

fallen Israelites are still brothers and part of all Israel. 

• Quote: "This prophecy of Oded is a recognition of the fact that Israel is now falling 

to the Assyrian power and that they need to be recognized as brothers. Just 

because they've fallen to the Assyrians doesn't mean that, somehow or another, 

they cease to be part of Israel." 
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• Hezekiah: A New Beginning: The demise of the Northern Kingdom creates a new 

opportunity for the Temple and Judah. Hezekiah, Ahaz's successor, is presented as 

a "second Solomon," poised to reunite Israel spiritually and rebuild the Temple. 

The Chronicler focuses on Hezekiah's mission to represent "all Israel," even those 

in captivity. 

• Quote: "We're going to see that in the book of Chronicles, Hezekiah now becomes 

the second Solomon, because he has a whole new opportunity to really be the 

one who represents all Israel." 

Important Facts and Connections: 

• Chronological Context: The reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, and Ahaz span the 8th 

century BC, coinciding with the reigns of Jeroboam II in the north and the rise of 

the Assyrian Empire. 

• Prophets: The period is also marked by the ministry of prophets like Amos and 

Isaiah, who addressed the social and religious issues of the time. The lecture 

references Isaiah's vision in the year Uzziah died. 

• Quote: "In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord high and lifted up." 

• The Fall of Israel: The Northern Kingdom fell to the Assyrians in 722 BC, as 

described in 2 Kings 16 and 17. 

• Syncretism: Ahaz's involvement in syncretism and Baal worship. 

• Tophet: Dedication Ceremony involving a child's body being burned as an offering 

to other Gods. 

Conclusion: 

This session establishes the historical and religious context for the reigns of Uzziah, 

Jotham, and Ahaz, emphasizing the importance of faithfulness to the covenant, the 

separation of powers between king and priest, and the consequences of political 

miscalculations and syncretism. It sets the stage for Hezekiah's reign as a time of 

potential renewal and reunification of Israel. 
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4.  Study Guide: Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 21, Demise 

of the Temple 

The Demise of the Temple: A Study Guide 

Quiz 

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each. 

1. What were the two distinct periods of Uzziah's reign, according to Chronicles? 

2. Why was Uzziah's attempt to offer incense in the temple considered such a 

serious sin? 

3. What was the consequence of Uzziah's transgression in the temple? 

4. Who succeeded Uzziah, and what was his assessment in Chronicles? 

5. Why did Jotham have a lengthy overlap of reign with his father, Uzziah? 

6. What major political shift occurred during Jotham's reign that affected Israel and 

Judah? 

7. What was Ahaz's major failing as a king, particularly in relation to his neighbors 

and the Assyrians? 

8. How did Ahaz's reign impact religious practices in Judah? 

9. What was Oded the prophet's message to Ahaz in Chronicles? 

10. How did the fall of the Northern Kingdom create an opportunity for Hezekiah, 

according to the Chronicler? 

Answer Key 

1. Uzziah's reign was divided into a period of great military and economic 

achievements, including expansion in Philistine territory and agricultural 

developments, followed by a period of demise due to his unfaithfulness and 

violation of temple protocols. 

2. Uzziah's attempt to offer incense was a serious sin because it violated the 

established separation between the king and the priest, a distinction that was 

central to Israel's covenant with God and its unique identity among nations. 

3. The consequence of Uzziah's transgression was that he became leprous, which 

forced him into isolation and prevented him from fulfilling his royal duties as king. 



6 
 

4. Jotham succeeded Uzziah, and Chronicles gives him a positive assessment, noting 

that he continued the positive trends of Uzziah's early reign, prioritizing the 

temple and maintaining a degree of control in the Transjordan. 

5. Jotham had a lengthy overlap of reign with his father, Uzziah, because Uzziah 

contracted leprosy and was forced into isolation, rendering him unable to carry 

out his royal duties effectively; Jotham reigned in his stead. 

6. During Jotham's reign, the Assyrian Empire began to exert increasing pressure on 

the region, displacing the Arameans and threatening Israel, which created 

political instability and ultimately led to the fall of the Northern Kingdom. 

7. Ahaz's major failing was his decision to seek the aid of the Assyrians against his 

neighbors, Pekah (Israel) and Rezin (Syria), instead of joining their alliance, which 

ultimately led to Judah's subjugation and the devastation of the surrounding 

kingdoms. 

8. Ahaz's reign led to a revival of Baal worship and syncretism, including practices 

such as dedicating children to other gods through a ritual involving fire, signifying 

a departure from the exclusive worship of Yahweh. 

9. Oded's message was to recognize the fallen Israelites as brothers despite their 

defeat by the Assyrians and deportation, emphasizing the continued unity of 

Israel. 

10. The fall of the Northern Kingdom created an opportunity for Hezekiah to unite 

the remaining Israelites around the temple in Jerusalem, positioning him as a 

second Solomon who could represent all of Israel and restore proper worship. 
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Essay Questions 

Consider these questions and formulate well-supported arguments using the source 

material: 

1. Discuss the Chronicler's perspective on kingship in relation to divine authority, 

using Uzziah as a primary example. 

2. Analyze the significance of the temple in Chronicles, particularly its role in the 

political and spiritual life of Judah. 

3. Compare and contrast the reigns of Jotham and Ahaz, and explain how they 

reflect the growing influence of the Assyrian Empire. 

4. Explore the Chronicler's attitude towards the Northern Kingdom of Israel, 

particularly in light of its demise and the message of Oded. 

5. Evaluate Hezekiah's potential as a "second Solomon" in the context of the 

political and religious challenges facing Judah at the time. 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Uzziah/Azariah: King of Judah in the 8th century, known for his long and initially 

prosperous reign but ultimately punished for usurping priestly authority. 

• Jeroboam II: King of Israel during the same period as Uzziah, whose reign was 

marked by political influence and economic prosperity in the north. 

• Temple: The central place of worship in Jerusalem, representing the presence of 

God and the covenant with Israel. 

• Priest: A member of the Levitical priesthood, responsible for carrying out rituals 

and representing holiness in the temple. 

• King: The ruler of Judah, who was to be subordinate to God's law and lead the 

people in following the covenant. 

• Leprosy: A skin disease that resulted in isolation and prevented an individual from 

participating in society, including royal duties. 

• Jotham: Son of Uzziah and successor to the throne, known for his positive 

assessment in Chronicles. 

• Ahaz: Successor of Jotham and king of Judah, criticized for his alliance with the 

Assyrians and syncretistic religious practices. 

• Tiglath-Pileser: Assyrian emperor whose expansionist policies threatened Israel 

and Judah in the 8th century. 

• Oded: A prophet in Chronicles who rebuked Ahaz and emphasized the continued 

brotherhood between Judah and the fallen Israelites. 

• Hezekiah: Successor of Ahaz, who is seen as a potential restorer of Israel and a 

second Solomon in Chronicles. 

• Syncretism: The blending of different religious beliefs and practices, often seen 

negatively in the context of abandoning the exclusive worship of Yahweh. 

• Tophet: A ritual site where children were dedicated to other gods, sometimes 

involving burning, a practice associated with syncretism. 
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5. FAQs on Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 21, Demise of the 

Temple, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Frequently Asked Questions about Chronicles, Session 21: Demise of the Temple 

• What is the historical context of Uzziah's reign, and how did it contribute to his 

success? 

• Uzziah reigned in the first half of the 8th century BCE during a time of political 

and economic prosperity. The northern kingdom of Israel, under Jeroboam II, 

experienced a resurgence of power, pushing back the Arameans. The Assyrians 

were in a period of decline, which allowed both Israel and Judah (under Uzziah) 

to flourish. Uzziah benefited from this stability and focused on military and 

agricultural advancements. 

• What was Uzziah's major transgression that led to his downfall? 

• Uzziah's downfall came when he attempted to usurp the authority of the priests 

by offering incense on the altar in the temple, a role reserved exclusively for the 

descendants of Aaron. This act was a violation of the covenant, which separated 

the roles of king and priest, symbolizing submission to Yahweh. 

• Why was the separation of the king and priest so important in ancient Israel? 

• The separation of the king and priest in Israel was distinct from other nations 

where the king often held priestly authority. In Israel, this separation emphasized 

that the king was not above the law or the covenant with God. The king was to 

follow the Torah and lead the people in doing so, while the priests, as 

descendants of Aaron, were designated to carry out the rituals in the temple, 

representing the holiness in the presence of God. 

• What were the consequences of Uzziah's leprosy, and how did it impact his 

reign? 

• Uzziah's leprosy resulted in his isolation from society, mirroring the quarantine 

procedures known today. Leprosy prevented him from fulfilling his royal duties, 

forcing his son Jotham to rule in his stead, even though Uzziah remained king in 

title. 
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• How is Jotham's reign assessed in Chronicles, and what challenges did he face? 

• Jotham's reign is viewed positively in Chronicles. He continued the prosperity that 

began under Uzziah and maintained a degree of control in the Transjordan. 

However, he faced turbulent political times with the rising threat of the Assyrian 

Empire. 

• How did the fall of Israel to the Assyrians affect Ahaz, Jotham's successor? 

• The fall of Israel had a negative impact on Ahaz. He was heavily influenced by the 

Assyrian domination and revived Baal worship. He even engaged in syncretism, 

dedicating children in rituals involving fire, signifying allegiance to other gods. 

• What was Ahaz's strategy in dealing with the threat of Assyria, and why did it 

fail? 

• Ahaz chose to seek aid from the Assyrians to maintain his independence from the 

alliance of Pekah (Israel) and Rezin (Syria), who were resisting Assyrian 

encroachment. However, this was a disastrous move, as the Assyrians ultimately 

had intentions of conquering Judah as well. 

• How does the Chronicler present Hezekiah as a contrast to Ahaz, and what is his 

mission? 

• The Chronicler presents Hezekiah as a "second Solomon," offering a new 

opportunity for all of Israel, including those taken captive by the Assyrians, to rally 

around the temple. While Ahaz brought the temple to a low point, Hezekiah seeks 

to unite and restore worship, focusing on the temple as a central point of worship 

for all Israelites, regardless of their political status. 

 


