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13. August Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 11, 

Leaders of Israel   

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

  

1. Abstract of Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 11, Leaders of 

Israel, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

 

 Dr. Konkel's session on Chronicles focuses on the leaders of Israel, specifically how 

David organized the Levites for temple service. The lecture explains that the chronicler 

emphasizes those who managed temple functions as the true leaders representing God's 

kingdom. The chronicler details how David structured the Levites into divisions with 

specific duties, like priests, musicians, gatekeepers, and officers. These roles ensured 

the temple's smooth operation and the maintenance of its sacred practices. The 

discussion covers the historical context of the 24 orders of Levites and their origins, 

tracing back to David's time. Finally, it acknowledges the importance of national officials 

in administering the empire, but highlights the chronicler's emphasis on the temple's 

central role. 

2.  13 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 11 –  Double click icon to 

play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Old Testament → Historical Books → Chronicles).  
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3. Briefing Document: Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 11, 

Leaders of Israel 

Okay, here's a briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the 

provided excerpts of Dr. August Konkel's Session 11 on "Leaders of Israel" from his 

Chronicles series: 

Briefing Document: Konkel on Chronicles, Session 11 - Leaders of Israel 

Overview: 

Dr. Konkel's session focuses on the Chronicler's portrayal of leadership in Israel, 

specifically as it relates to the Temple and its functions. The Chronicler prioritizes the 

leaders who maintained the worship and operation of the Temple, viewing these 

individuals as representative of Israel as the Kingdom of God. While acknowledging the 

importance of the empire's administration, the Chronicler dedicates significant attention 

to David's preparations for the Temple, including the organization of the Levites. 

Main Themes and Ideas: 

• Temple Leadership as Key: The Chronicler emphasizes leaders connected to the 

Temple and its functions. "The chronicler's concern for the leaders of Israel is the 

leaders that represent Israel as the kingdom of God." Chapters 23-26 focus on 

those who conduct the functions of the temple worship. 

• David's Preparations: David's efforts in organizing the Levites and establishing the 

structure for temple service are highlighted as crucial. "His first concern is 

everything that David does to prepare for the temple... He's got to make provision 

for the leaders, and these leaders are the Levites." 

• The Organization of the Levites: The session delves into the different roles and 

responsibilities assigned to the Levites, including priests, musicians, gatekeepers, 

and officers/judges. The duties of the Levites changed once the worship was 

centralized in the temple. 

• The 24 Orders of Levites: The discussion touches upon the origin and significance 

of the 24 orders of Levites, with each order serving for two weeks of the year. 

"There is sometimes quite a bit of discussion about the origin of what is called the 

24 orders of the Levites." Konkel mentions that this system was well established 

by New Testament times and Chronicles provides insights into its potential 

origins. 
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• The Levites' "Avodah" (Service/Work): The meaning and nature of the Levites' 

work (avodah) shifts from the physical labor associated with the tabernacle in 

Numbers to a broader role alongside the priests in the Temple. "Now the 

chronicler speaks of their avodah as Levitical priests. In other words, they work 

alongside the priests." This included baking bread, producing oil, maintaining 

incense, and caring for storerooms. 

• Administration Acknowledged but Subordinated: While the Chronicler includes a 

chapter on the administration of the empire (Chapter 27), it's presented as less 

important than the Temple preparations. "It's not that the kingdom of David 

lacked in terms of the administration of an empire. It's just that the chronicler can 

put all of that into one chapter because what's really important to him is for us to 

understand and see how David made preparations for what he knew was the 

most important thing of all, namely the function of the temple in representing the 

kingdom of God." 

• Patriarchalism: Konkel notes that the patriarchal system in the scriptures was not 

meant to be negative, but rather a system of organization. "Patriarchalism, in its 

definition, is just a system of organization whereby you understand who holds the 

titles of property and who is representative of families according to a certain 

representative of the family. In this case, it was a male." 

• Use of Sources: Konkel points out that Chronicler used sources and even repeats 

a list of Levites, extending it by a couple generations. 

Key Facts & Details: 

• Levite Divisions: The Levites were divided into several groups: 24,000 for temple 

service, 6,000 as judges and officers, 4,000 as gatekeepers (security), and 4,000 as 

musicians. 

• Levite Lineage: The Levites are organized according to the three sons of Levi: 

Gershom, Kohath, and Merari. 

• Chronicles Dating: The session acknowledges the debate about dating the book 

of Chronicles. Konkel suggests that Chronicles provides evidence that the 24 

orders of Levites had their origins in the 5th or 4th century BCE. 

• National Officials: The Chronicler does mention the administration of the empire, 

including military commanders, tribal officers, civil administrators, and the royal 

council. 
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Quotes: 

• "The chronicler's focus is not going to be on the leaders that he mentioned earlier 

in connection with David building his empire... the chronicler's concern for the 

leaders of Israel is the leaders that represent Israel as the kingdom of God." 

• "His first concern is everything that David does to prepare for the temple...He's 

got to make provision for the leaders, and these leaders are the Levites." 

• "Now the chronicler speaks of their avodah as Levitical priests. In other words, 

they work alongside the priests." 

• "There is sometimes quite a bit of discussion about the origin of what is called the 

24 orders of the Levites." 

• "It's not that the kingdom of David lacked in terms of the administration of an 

empire. It's just that the chronicler can put all of that into one chapter because 

what's really important to him is for us to understand and see how David made 

preparations for what he knew was the most important thing of all, namely the 

function of the temple in representing the kingdom of God." 

Conclusion: 

This session offers a focused examination of how the Chronicler presents leadership in 

Israel, emphasizing the crucial role of the Temple and the Levites in representing the 

Kingdom of God. It also gives insight into the development of the Levitical orders and the 

Chronicler's use of historical sources. 
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4.  Study Guide: Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 11, Leaders 

of Israel 

Leaders of Israel in Chronicles: A Study Guide 

Quiz 

Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each. 

1. According to the Chronicler, what is the primary focus when considering the 

"leaders of Israel?" 

2. What chapters in Chronicles does the Chronicler devote to discussing the leaders 

who conduct the functions of the temple? 

3. Beyond their religious roles, what other function did the Levites perform? 

4. How did the duties of the Levites change once a centralized temple was 

established? 

5. What does "avodah" refer to in the context of the Levites? 

6. What specific tasks did the Levites perform in relation to the temple's operation 

and maintenance? 

7. What evidence does the book of Chronicles provide about the origins of the 24 

orders of Levites? 

8. How did the Chronicler use existing source material regarding the Levites? 

9. In addition to the temple functionaries, what other types of leaders does the 

Chronicler acknowledge? 

10. Why does the Chronicler emphasize the preparations for the temple made by 

David? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. The Chronicler focuses on the leaders who represent Israel as the kingdom of 

God, specifically those involved in the functions and worship of the temple. These 

leaders are seen as crucial to the nation's identity and purpose. 

2. The Chronicler focuses on the leaders who conduct the functions of the temple in 

chapters 23 to 26. These chapters detail the organization and roles of the Levites, 

priests, musicians, and gatekeepers in the temple's operation. 
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3. Besides their religious roles in the temple, the Levites also served as judges and 

officers, indicating their involvement in the administration and governance of the 

kingdom. This demonstrates their broader function within the society. 

4. With the establishment of a centralized temple, the Levites' duties shifted from 

primarily physical labor to working alongside the priests in maintaining the 

temple, preparing the bread and oil, and caring for the storerooms. This change 

reflected the increased scale and complexity of temple operations. 

5. "Avodah" refers to the service or work performed by the Levites, originally 

involving the physical tasks related to the care and transportation of the 

tabernacle. As temple practices evolved, "avodah" encompassed a wider range of 

responsibilities, including assisting the priests. 

6. The Levites performed numerous tasks, such as baking the bread for the table of 

showbread, gathering oil for the candelabras, maintaining the incense and fires, 

caring for the utensils, and maintaining the purity of sacred objects in the 

storerooms. These duties were essential for the temple's daily operation. 

7. Chronicles provides evidence that the practice of dividing the Levites into 24 

orders, with each order serving a week in turn, originated in the time of David, 

according to the Chronicler's depiction. This suggests that the organization of 

Levitical service in the Second Temple period had roots in earlier practices. 

8. The Chronicler utilized source material from chapter 23, verses 3-23, regarding 

the Levites. He then extended the list by a couple of generations, providing a 

more historical picture of what was happening over time. 

9. In addition to the temple functionaries, the Chronicler acknowledges military 

commanders, tribal officers, civil administrators, and the royal council, showing 

that the kingdom had an administration. However, the emphasis remains on the 

temple-related leaders. 

10. The Chronicler emphasizes David's preparations for the temple because he sees 

the temple's function as the most important thing, representing the kingdom of 

God. Highlighting David's role underscores the significance of the temple's 

worship. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Analyze the Chronicler's perspective on leadership in Israel, focusing on the shift 

from military and political leaders to those serving in the temple. What does this 

shift reveal about the Chronicler's values and priorities? 

2. Discuss the evolution of the Levites' role from the time of the tabernacle to the 

establishment of the temple, as depicted by the Chronicler. What factors 

contributed to these changes, and how did they impact the Levites' status and 

function? 

3. Evaluate the Chronicler's use of historical sources and genealogies in constructing 

his narrative of the leaders of Israel. How does he employ these sources to 

support his theological and ideological agenda? 

4. Examine the significance of the 24 orders of Levites in Chronicles and their 

connection to later practices in the Second Temple period. What does the 

Chronicler's account suggest about the origins and development of this system? 

5. Compare and contrast the Chronicler's portrayal of David's preparations for the 

temple with the account in Samuel-Kings. What differences in emphasis and 

interpretation are evident, and what might account for these variations? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Chronicler: The author of the books of Chronicles, who wrote from a later 

perspective on the history of Israel, likely during or after the Persian period. 

• Levites: Members of the tribe of Levi who were designated for service in the 

tabernacle and later the temple. 

• Priests: A specific subset of the Levites descended from Aaron, responsible for 

conducting sacrifices and other sacred rituals. 

• Temple: The central place of worship in Jerusalem, built by Solomon and later 

rebuilt after the Babylonian exile. 

• Avodah: A Hebrew term meaning "service" or "work," referring to the duties 

performed by the Levites in the tabernacle and temple. 

• Tabernacle: The portable sanctuary used by the Israelites before the construction 

of the temple. 

• Genealogies: Lists of ancestors used to establish lineage and legitimacy, 

particularly important for determining who was qualified to serve in priestly or 

Levitical roles. 

• Patriarchalism: A system of organization where titles of property and family 

representation are understood according to a male representative of the family. 

• 24 Orders of Levites: A system of organizing the Levites into 24 distinct groups, 

each serving in the temple for a designated period. 

• Kingdom of God: The reign and rule of God, which the Chronicler sees as 

represented in the nation of Israel and its worship in the temple. 
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5. FAQs on Konkel, 1 & 2 Chronicles, Session 11, Leaders of 

Israel, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ on Leaders of Israel in Chronicles (Based on Konkel's Session 11) 

• Question 1: What is the Chronicler's primary focus when discussing the leaders 

of Israel? 

• The Chronicler focuses primarily on the leaders who represent Israel as the 

kingdom of God, specifically those involved in the functions and worship of the 

temple. While acknowledging the administrative aspects of the empire, the 

Chronicler emphasizes the importance of the temple and its leaders. 

• Question 2: What role did David play in establishing the leadership structure 

described in Chronicles? 

• According to the Chronicler, David was instrumental in preparing for the temple, 

not only by selecting the site and gathering materials but also by establishing the 

organizational structure for the Levites and their various functions within the 

temple. The Chronicler attributes the origins of the 24 orders of Levites to David's 

organization. 

• Question 3: How are the Levites organized and what are their main 

responsibilities? 

• The Levites are organized into divisions based on their lineage (descendants of 

Gershom, Kohath, and Merari) and assigned specific duties. These duties included 

general temple service, acting as judges and officers, providing security 

(gatekeepers), and performing music. These divisions are further organized into 

24 families, each serving for two weeks of the year in the temple. 

• Question 4: How did the duties of the Levites change with the establishment of 

a centralized temple? 

• Prior to the centralized temple, the Levites were primarily responsible for the 

physical work of caring for and transporting the tabernacle. With the 

establishment of the temple, their roles expanded to include working alongside 

the priests in the daily rituals, baking bread, preparing oil, maintaining the 

temple's sacred objects and storerooms, and other functions necessary for 

maintaining the temple's operations. 
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• Question 5: What is the significance of the "24 orders of Levites"? 

• The 24 orders of Levites represent a structured system where Levitical families 

were divided into 24 groups, each serving in the temple for two weeks out of the 

year. This system was well-established by New Testament times, and Chronicles 

provides insights into its potential origins, attributing it to David's organizational 

efforts. 

• Question 6: How does the Chronicler address the issue of patriarchalism in the 

context of the Levitical organization? 

• The Chronicler presents patriarchalism (organization based on male 

representation) not as a system of absolute power but as a means of determining 

family representation and property titles. The text notes exceptions, such as the 

daughters of Mali who were represented through their husbands, indicating a 

degree of flexibility and inclusivity within the patriarchal structure. 

• Question 7: Does the Chronicler ignore the administrative and military aspects 

of the Davidic kingdom? 

• No, the Chronicler does not ignore these aspects. Chapter 27 describes the 

military commanders, tribal officers, civil administrators, and the royal council. 

However, the Chronicler emphasizes that David prioritized the preparation and 

organization of the temple as the most important function of the kingdom, 

representing the kingdom of God. 

• Question 8: What sources did the Chronicler use in compiling his account of the 

Levites? 

• The Chronicler drew upon earlier sources, specifically referencing chapter 23, 

verses 3-23 of the Chronicles. He then expanded upon this source material, 

extending the genealogies and providing a more contemporary historical picture 

of the Levites in his own time (approximately 40-50 years later). 

 


