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Dr. David Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 22, 
Segment Survey – James 2:14-20
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1. Abstract of Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 20, James 2:14-20, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
Dr. David Bauer's lecture on Inductive Bible Study analyzes James 2:14-20, focusing on the relationship between faith and works. He argues that James critiques a separation of faith and actions, asserting that genuine faith necessitates corresponding works. Bauer explores James' rhetorical strategies, including the use of hypothetical scenarios and dialogue with an imaginary interlocutor, to illustrate this point. The lecture also examines the theological implications of James's argument, particularly concerning the unity of God and the nature of true faith. Finally, it considers potential misunderstandings of Paul's teachings and how James addresses them.

2.  25 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 22 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Introduction & Languages  Introductory Series  Inductive Bible Study). 




3.  Briefing Document: Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 22, James 2:14-20
Top of Form
Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from the provided lecture excerpt on James 2:14-20:
Briefing Document: James 2:14-20
Overview: Dr. Bauer's lecture focuses on James 2:14-20, a pivotal passage where James addresses the relationship between faith and works. He argues that true faith must be accompanied by works and that a faith without works is "dead" (2:17). The lecture delves into James' rhetorical style, his understanding of faith and works, and the implications of his arguments for the Christian life. Dr. Bauer also suggests that James may be responding to a misunderstanding of Paul's teachings on justification and the gifts of the spirit.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Context & Purpose:
· James 2:14-26 supports the earlier exhortation against partiality in 2:1-13. The underlying issue is a problematic "bifurcation," a separation of faith and works.
· James operates on the principle that God is one and undivided (from the Shema), so a separation of faith and works is fundamentally wrong.
· The passage moves from a specific problem (partiality) to a general principle: "faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead" (2:17).
· James uses rhetorical questions in 2:14-17 to establish the principle, followed by supporting arguments in 2:18-26.
1. The Nature of Faith:
· James is not arguing against faith, but rather against a faith that is merely a claim or intellectual assent without any corresponding action.
· He states, "What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works?" (2:14) emphasizes that it's about the claim of faith that is the focus, rather than genuine faith.
· True faith must have "advantageous effects" (i.e., good works). If it doesn't, it's not genuine faith.
· Faith is assumed to lead to salvation (understood primarily as escape from end-time judgment and present liberation).
· Faith isn’t just personal trust; it also involves adherence to a creed, specifically the unity of God (the Shema).
· James presents a holistic understanding of faith, implying it is an integrated aspect of the human condition, thus genuine faith should impact behavior.
1. The Significance of Works:
· Works are not just an add-on but an "essential expression" of faith.
· "Faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead." (2:17) James asserts, not just that it lacks beneficial effects, but that it's incapable of doing anything, comparing it to a corpse.
· Works are defined in this context as:
· "Active consistency with spoken belief."
· "Actively sharing in the work of God." (participating in God’s merciful, redemptive work.)
· He provides a scenario (2:15-16) of a needy person being told "Go in peace, be warmed and filled" without any practical help to show the meaninglessness of a faith without works.
· The speaker in the scenario (saying, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled.") shows a kind of faith (expecting God to provide) and knows the nature of God, but still refuses to help. The failure of action reveals a dead faith.
1. James' Rhetorical Method:
· Diatribe: James employs a rhetorical technique called "diatribe," involving an imaginary dialogue partner, rather than a real one, to make his case.
· Exemplary Scenarios: He utilizes vivid, hypothetical scenarios to illustrate his points (like the scenario in 2:15-16 and the scenario of the rich person versus the poor person in 2:2-4). James often uses negative scenarios to make his points.
· Spatial Description: James uses spatial descriptions (like "sit here" versus "stand over there") to reveal relational dynamics (2:2-4 and 2:15-16.)
· Divine Passive: James’ use of the passive voice (i.e., "be warmed and filled") implies that God is the one who should be acting. This utilizes a “divine passive," where God is the implied subject without specifically naming him.
1. Anticipating Objections
· James anticipates an objection to his claim that faith without works is dead: "Someone will say, 'You have faith, and I have works.'" (2:18a)
· This objection implies a separability of faith and works.
· James is possibly engaging with a misunderstanding of Paul and the spiritual gifts (1 Cor 12-14, Romans 12). James counters this notion that a Christian might just have faith and someone else has works.
· James responds to this objection with an interrogation: "Show me your faith apart from your works, and I, by my works, will show you my faith." (2:18b)
· James suggests it is just as wrong to think that works are possible without faith as it is to think of faith without works.
1. Comparison with Demons:
· James uses the example of demons to illustrate that mere intellectual assent to theological truth (like "God is one") is not enough: "Even the demons believe—and shudder!" (2:19).
· Demons have accurate theology, but it doesn’t save them. The implication is that if faith is just intellectual assent it is profitless, even demonic, and will not save.
· Demons believe and shudder implying that even in them, there is a kind of action in response to their belief.
· James’ argument is “argumentum a fortiori. If faith without works is ineffective for demons, how much more is it for humans?”
1. Implications for the Reader:
· True Christian faith must be lived out through actions that demonstrate love and mercy (mercy is a major theme here and in the surrounding context).
· A faith that is isolated from works is not a genuine relationship with God.
· The Christian life should reflect the character of God, who is one and undivided.


Quotes:
· "faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead" (2:17)
· "What does it profit, my brethren, if a man says he has faith but has not works? Can his faith save him?" (2:14)
· "Show me your faith apart from your works, and I, by my works, will show you my faith." (2:18b)
· "You believe that God is one; you do well. Even the demons believe—and shudder!" (2:19)
Conclusion: Dr. Bauer's lecture provides a detailed exegesis of James 2:14-20, highlighting James’ argument that true faith is inextricably linked to action. He explores James’ rhetorical style, theological underpinnings, and practical implications of this challenging passage. This passage is not about a conflict between faith and works as if they were two opposing ideas but is about the nature of true faith, which by its nature must express itself in works.
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4. Study Guide:  Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 22, 
         James 2:14-20Top of Form
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James 2:14-20 Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 complete sentences.
1. According to James, what is the fundamental problem underlying the issue of showing partiality?
2. How does James use the concept of God's oneness to argue against the separation of faith and works?
3. What is the rhetorical device James uses to engage with his audience in this passage?
4. Why does James emphasize that the person says they have faith rather than having faith in verse 14?
5. What does James mean by the term "profit" in the context of faith and works?
6. According to Bauer, what two kinds of salvation is James addressing?
7. How does the example of a person saying "go in peace, be warmed and filled" without offering practical help illustrate James’ point?
8. What is the significance of the term gumnoi (naked) in verse 15?
9. How does James use the example of demons to support his argument about faith and works?
10. What is the significance of the objection "you have faith, and I have works" in the context of James’ argument?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The fundamental problem, according to James, is a bifurcation or dichotomy - a separation of faith and works. He sees this division as offensive, as it contradicts the nature of God as whole and undivided.
2. James argues that God is one and undivided. Therefore, faith, which is a relationship with God, must also be unified and expressed through works, since a divided faith would contradict God's nature.
3. James uses the rhetorical device called a diatribe, which involves engaging in a dialogue with an imaginary interlocutor to present his argument. This is a common practice in ancient rhetoric.
4. James emphasizes that the person says they have faith to indicate that they are merely claiming to have it without demonstrating it through works, suggesting that their claim is not valid.
5. In this context, "profit" means an advantageous effect. True faith, according to James, should naturally produce good works, which are beneficial both to the individual and the community.
6. Bauer explains that James addresses both present salvation, which is liberation from things that prevent a rich life with God, and future salvation, which involves being saved from end-time judgment.
7. The example illustrates James’ point by showing a situation where words and blessings are given without corresponding action. This shows that faith without practical expression is worthless.
8. Gumnoi, meaning "naked," highlights the shame associated with poverty and material need, which also needs to be addressed. Additionally, it may be a subtle reference to Jesus' teaching in Matthew 25.
9. James uses the example of demons to show that intellectual belief alone is not enough, even demons believe in one God, and it does not save them, therefore faith without works is dead.
10. The objection, "you have faith, and I have works," is significant because it challenges the notion that faith and works can be separated, and it also implies that works without faith is problematic. James is making an argument against both of these positions.




Essay Questions
1. Analyze the relationship between faith and works as presented in James 2:14-20, considering both the explicit arguments and the underlying assumptions. How does James' understanding of faith differ from or align with other New Testament perspectives, particularly those associated with Paul?
2. Discuss the significance of the rhetorical strategy James employs in James 2:14-20, particularly his use of the "diatribe." How does the imagined interlocutor and the use of rhetorical questions contribute to the persuasive power of his argument?
3. Explore the concept of "profit" as it is used in James 2:14-20 and its broader implications for understanding the nature of faith and its expression. How does James’ focus on practical action connect to his understanding of salvation?
4. Examine the socio-economic context of James' letter, particularly in relation to his discussion of poverty and the Christian community. How does this context shape his understanding of faith, works, and their relationship?
5. Critically evaluate the role of theological knowledge in James’s conception of faith, specifically as seen in his remarks on the unity of God and the belief of demons. What does his perspective suggest about the relationship between belief, knowledge, and action in the life of a believer?




Glossary of Key Terms
· Bifurcation: The act of dividing something into two branches or parts; separation into two distinct and often opposing parts.
· Diatribe: A rhetorical device used in ancient literature involving a dialogue with an imaginary interlocutor to present an argument.
· Eschatological: Relating to the end times or the final events of history, often concerning judgment and salvation.
· Interlocutor: A person who takes part in a dialogue or conversation.
· Justification: In theological terms, the act of being declared righteous or just in the eyes of God, often linked with faith in Christ.
· Objective Genitive: A grammatical term describing a situation where the object of a noun is a person or thing in relation to an action of that noun.
· Partiality: Showing bias or favoritism towards one person or group over another; not treating everyone equally.
· Royal Law: A term used by James (2:8) to refer to the law of love found in Leviticus 19:18 and reiterated by Jesus, highlighting the importance of love as the core principle of God's law.
· Salvation: In theological terms, deliverance from sin and its consequences, often through faith in Jesus Christ.
· Shema: A Jewish prayer that declares the oneness of God found in Deuteronomy 6:4, "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one."
· Soteriology: The study of religious doctrines concerning salvation.
· Works: In the context of James, actions that demonstrate or express faith, particularly those involving acts of mercy and care for others.
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5. FAQs on Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 22, James 2:14-20, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
Frequently Asked Questions About Faith and Works in James 2:14-20
1. Why does James discuss partiality (favoritism) at the beginning of chapter 2 and then transition into a discussion about faith and works? James sees a fundamental problem underlying partiality: a separation of faith and actions, or a "bifurcation." This separation, according to James, goes against the nature of God as one, undivided, and wholly committed to doing good. He uses the discussion of faith and works in 2:14-26 as a way to support his initial exhortation against showing partiality. He's arguing that a true, valid faith will naturally result in action and good works. This moves from a specific exhortation (no partiality) to a general principle (faith with works).
2. What is the main point of James 2:14-17? James sets forth the principle that faith, by itself, if it has no works, is dead using a series of rhetorical questions. He illustrates this principle by describing a person who claims to have faith, but does not act on it by helping a brother or sister in need. He emphasizes that this kind of "faith" is profitless (has no advantageous effect) and cannot save, because true faith leads to action and good works.
3. What is meant by the term “diatribe” in the context of James’ writing? In ancient rhetoric, a "diatribe" is a way of making an argument by engaging in a dialogue with an imaginary interlocutor. James uses this technique throughout the passage, creating a conversation with someone who claims to have faith without works to strengthen his claims.
4. What is significant about James' phrasing, "if a man says he has faith, but has not works?" How does this differ from saying "if a man has faith but has not works?" James' use of "says he has faith" rather than "has faith" is very deliberate. It suggests that the person is not actually in possession of true faith. This person is merely claiming to have faith, but his lack of works indicates that his claim is not supported by reality. It signals a gap between the profession of faith and actual reality and indicates that his faith does not meet the standard of true faith.


5. How does James use the example of someone saying, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled," without actually helping someone in need (James 2:15-16) to make his argument about faith and works? James uses this example to illustrate how speaking good words without corresponding actions is useless. He presents a contrast between words of blessing and practical help. This lack of practical help, in James' view, means that this kind of faith is "profitless" and demonstrates that true faith is not only an internal belief, but it has a tangible expression in good works. He argues that this type of verbal blessing, "Go in peace, be warmed and filled" is a way of trying to distance oneself from the poor individual.
6. What is the "divine passive" that Dr. Bauer discusses, and what does it mean in the context of James 2:16 ("be warmed and filled")? The "divine passive" is a grammatical construction in the New Testament where the passive voice is used without an explicit indication of who does the action, implying that God is the unnamed actor. In James 2:16, the phrase "be warmed and filled" uses the passive voice and is likely a kind of prayer, meaning "may God warm and fill you." This is an appeal to God's provision, and not an act of personal action by the person speaking this prayer.
7. In James 2:19, how does James use the example of demons to illustrate his point about faith and works? James points out that even demons believe that God is one, demonstrating that intellectual assent alone is not enough. The demons “shudder” because their belief in God’s oneness does not lead to right action or a right relationship with God and ultimately does not save them from eschatological judgement. In making this comparison, James suggests that mere intellectual assent or confession of faith without works is similarly inefficacious for humans, implying that for one’s faith to have advantageous effects and salvation, actions must be present.


8. In James 2:18, when the imaginary objector says, "You have faith, and I have works," what might James be suggesting? James is setting up the objection in a surprising way. Instead of the objector saying the expected “you have works, and I have faith,” they say “you have faith, and I have works.” By doing this, James wants to demonstrate that neither faith without works nor works without faith is acceptable to God. He’s suggesting that it’s wrong to think one person can possess faith, while another person possesses the works, or that each could be separated from one another. He also might be responding to a misunderstanding of Paul's teaching on spiritual gifts, that one person has the "gift" of faith, while another has the "gift" of works, rather than seeing these two as integral to each other in every individual Christian's life.
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