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1. Abstract of Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 20, James 2:8-13,
Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. David Bauer's lecture on Inductive Bible Study examines James 2:8-13, focusing on
the concept of partiality as a violation of God's law, specifically the "royal law" of loving
one's neighbor. Bauer contrasts James's positive view of the law's ongoing relevance for
Christians with Paul's more nuanced perspective, highlighting the importance of the love
commandment as central to fulfilling the law. He explores the implications of partiality
as a transgression of the entire law due to God's unity, emphasizing the
interconnectedness of all commandments. The lecture concludes by discussing the need
for mercy in judgment, connecting merciful actions with genuine faith expressed
through works, particularly acts of mercy towards others.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 21 — Double click icon
to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Introduction & Languages = Introductory Series 2
Inductive Bible Study).

Bauer_ IBS SessionZ?
T.mp3



3. Briefing Document: Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session
21, James 2:8-13

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and ideas from
the provided lecture excerpt on James 2:8-13 by Dr. David Bauer.

Briefing Document: James 2:8-13 - The Royal Law and Impartiality

Source: Excerpts from "Bauer_IBS_EN_Lecture21.pdf" - Dr. David Bauer, Inductive Bible
Study, Lecture 21, James 2:8-13

Date: © 2024 David Bauer and Ted Hildebrandt
Overview:

This lecture focuses on James 2:8-13, exploring the concept of the "royal law" and how it
relates to the prohibition of partiality. Dr. Bauer argues that showing partiality is not just
a minor infraction but a fundamental violation of the core of God's law, particularly as
interpreted through the teachings of Jesus. He highlights the law's purpose as liberating,
tied to love, and not merely a set of rules. This section of James leads into the broader
discussion of faith and works, which will be covered in the following verses.

Key Themes & Ideas:
1. Partiality is Contrary to the Royal Law:

e The primary exhortation in James 2:1 is to show no partiality, and verses 8-13
provide a second substantiation of this exhortation.

e Partiality is seen as a form of incomplete obedience to God's law.

e Dr. Bauer emphasizes that showing partiality renders one a "lawbreaker"
(transgressor).

1. The Royal Law:

e James refers to the law as the "royal law," specifically, the command to "love your
neighbor as yourself" (Leviticus 19:18).

e The "royal law" is linked to Jesus as King, as Jesus elevated this love command to
the center of the law (Matthew 22:34-40).

e Quote: “When James talks about the royal law, then, as a law that centers on the
love command, he is suggesting that it is the law as interpreted by Jesus, as
taught by Jesus, and as embraced by Jesus in his role as King.”



It is also connected to the kingdom of God, representing the law of the end-time
kingdom. The Law is not just a set of external rules, but a reflection of the nature
of God.

The royal law is the Old Testament law seen in the light of Jesus' interpretation.
. The Law as Liberating:
The royal law is described as the "liberating law," the "law of liberty."

This law is not primarily about external constraints but about freedom from
internal bondage to self-obsession and self-serving behavior.

Quote: "The law, far from constraining freedom, actually makes freedom possible.
The law frees us from the bondage of the self, the bondage to the self."

True freedom, according to James, is found in obedience to God's will as
expressed in scripture through Jesus.

Law, Paul, and Matthew:

Dr. Bauer notes a distinction between James' and Paul's understanding of the law.
Paul tends to see the law primarily as a "paidagogos" (tutor), which has a negative
function to highlight our moral impotence, pushing us towards faith in Christ.

James, however, views the law more positively, similar to Matthew, as a guide for
Christian living when interpreted with love at its center.

Dr. Bauer points out that Paul, in Galatians 5 and 6, agrees that the law is
summed up in the love command, bridging any apparent conflict, and indicating a
deeper consistency between Paul's teachings and those of the royal law.

. The Nature of the Law:

The law, as interpreted by Jesus, has been adapted. It now has an ethical
structure, with the command to love being central, a "law within the law."

Quote: "There is now a law within the law, a supreme commandment that
governs and interprets all the others. The law of love to the neighbor, Leviticus
19:18, becomes the center of the law..."

All other commands are considered expressions of the love command.
James does not explicitly discuss cultic or ritualistic laws.

Partiality as Self-Love:



Partiality demonstrates a love of self over the love of neighbor and is a direct
contradiction of the love command.

Partiality leads to sin and being convicted by the law as a transgressor.

Quote: "If you show partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. This points really to the self-serving character of such behavior..."

. The Unity of the Law and Lawgiver:

The lecture highlights that God is one and all of God's actions and commands
cohere in unity. This unity implies a unity in God's law, as it's a reflection of God's
character and will.

Quote: “Whereas God is one...the law is one, even as the lawgiver is one. And to
break one part of the law is to be guilty of breaking the whole law.”

Breaking one part of the law makes one guilty of the whole law because of this
unity. A violation of one aspect of God's law is not minor but a rebellion.

Quote: "To violate the love commandment is to violate the whole law."
. Transgressors of the Law:
Those who show partiality are described as "transgressors" (parabatai) of the law.

This involves not just an act of disobedience but an attitude of rebellion against
God's authority.

Transgressors cannot experience the liberty of the law; they remain enslaved to
self-obsession and are incapable of truly loving their neighbors.

Quote: "This person has not been and cannot be freed by the law of
liberty...Remains enslaved to self-obsession, to a concern for the self that has no
real regard for the neighbor..."

Freedom and Internal Bondage:

The lecture emphasizes that true freedom is not found in autonomy but in
relationship with God and in obedience to God's will.

Bondage is not primarily external (e.g., laws) but internal (e.g., desires and
passions) which must be brought into alignment with God's will.

The law, properly understood, helps one to break free from this internal bondage.



Judgment and Mercy:

James 2:12-13 urges believers to "speak and act as those who are to be judged
under the law of liberty," recognizing their accountability to God.

Judgment is without mercy for those who have shown no mercy.

However, Dr. Bauer emphasizes that "mercy triumphs over judgment,”
highlighting God's character as compassionate and merciful.

God's justice is seen as a dimension of his mercy; accountability is a necessary
aspect of love. God's love includes accountability.

Quote: "For the sake of the person, him or herself, and for the sake of victims of
persons, love must involve accountability."

Ultimately, mercy is given to those who have been merciful.

Works of Mercy and Faith:

The lecture hints at the connection to verses 14-26 regarding faith and works.
The works mentioned here primarily pertain to showing mercy to the poor.

True faith must express itself in works, especially works of mercy, which are
connected to the love command at the center of the law.

Implications:

The law is not just a set of rules but is a means of liberation from self-
centeredness.

Love is at the core of God's law and is to be the driving force behind our actions,
especially towards our neighbor.

Partiality is a severe offense that undermines the entire law, as well as our
relationship with God and with others.

Believers are to live with an awareness of their accountability to God, showing
mercy, because mercy triumphs over judgment.

True faith leads to action, especially through works of mercy.

Conclusion:

Dr. Bauer's lecture provides a detailed and insightful analysis of James 2:8-13. He
establishes that the "royal law" centered on love is the standard by which believers



should live. Any deviation from this, particularly through partiality, constitutes a grave
offense, requiring the demonstration of mercy in order to be judged mercifully. This sets
the stage for the subsequent discussion of faith and works.



4. Study Guide: Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 21,

James 2:8-13

James 2:8-13 Study Guide

Quiz
1.

10.

According to Dr. Bauer, what is the primary exhortation in James 2, and how do
verses 12-13 relate to it?

What does Dr. Bauer mean when he refers to the "royal law," and what command
is central to it?

How does Dr. Bauer describe the differences between James' view of the law and
Paul's view of the law?

How does Dr. Bauer explain that the "royal law" is a "law of liberty," and what
does it free people from?

According to Dr. Bauer, how does partiality relate to the love command and the
love of self?

What is the significance of the phrase "you work sin" in verse 9, according to Dr.
Bauer?

What is the meaning of "transgressor" (parabatai), and what does it imply about
the nature of sin?

How does Dr. Bauer explain that violating the law at one point makes a person
guilty of the whole law?

What does the law of liberty imply about freedom, and how is this different from
the common view of law?

How does Dr. Bauer describe the relationship between mercy and justice in
relation to God's judgment?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The primary exhortation is found in verse 1, to show no partiality. Verses 12-13
are a subordinate exhortation that stems from the demand of the law and serves
to reinforce the primary exhortation.



. The "royal law" refers to the law as interpreted by Jesus, with the love command
("you shall love your neighbor as yourself") at its center. It’s considered "royal" in
relation to Jesus the King and the Kingdom of God.

. James views the law positively as a guide for Christian living, enabled by faith,
while Paul tends to see the law more as a tutor ("paidagogos") that reveals sin
and our moral impotence outside of God's grace. However, both agree the law is
summed up in the love command.

. The "law of liberty" is the law that frees us from internal bondage (self-obsession
and passions) rather than from external constraints. It makes true freedom
possible through obedience rooted in love.

Partiality is a contradiction of the love command because it prioritizes the love of
self over the love of neighbor. It demonstrates a self-serving attitude and is
considered a sin.

. The phrase “you work sin” means that actions are an inevitable result of a
person's internal state, either actions that stem from faith, or evil works. It
emphasizes that works are inherent to a life in faith or in unbelief.

"Transgressor" (parabatai) implies the breaking of the law, but it also suggests an
attitude of rebellion against God's authority. It's more than just an act, it is an
underlying rejection of faith.

. Violating the law at one point makes one guilty of the whole law because there is
one lawgiver, and the law reflects the unified character of God. Breaking one part
demonstrates rebellion against the whole law and the lawgiver.

. The law of liberty implies that true freedom is found in God, through obeying
God's will. This contrasts with the view that law restricts freedom, arguing that
law frees us from internal bondage rather than from external constraints.

10.God's judgment involves both mercy and justice. Mercy triumphs over judgment,

yet God's justice is seen as a dimension of his mercy. God's accountability is part
of God's love because without justice, there would be no compassion.



Essay Questions

1.

Discuss the implications of James' emphasis on the "royal law" as the "law of
liberty" and how it transforms the traditional understanding of law. Compare and
contrast this view with traditional legalistic views.

Analyze Dr. Bauer's explanation of the differences between James' and Paul's
perspectives on the role of the law in the life of a believer, specifically how does
each view point to salvation in light of obedience to the law?

Evaluate how the concept of impartiality and the love command are intertwined
in James 2:8-13. How does James argue that partiality is both a sin and a
contradiction of the "royal law"?

Explore Dr. Bauer's argument that violating any part of God's law is equivalent to
violating the entire law. How does this understanding of the law impact the
believer's attitude and actions?

Discuss the relationship between mercy and judgment according to James 2:13,
and how this relationship shapes the Christian understanding of God's character
and their own responsibility.
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Glossary of Key Terms

Partiality: Showing favoritism or bias towards certain people or groups,
particularly based on wealth or status.

Royal Law: The law centered on the command to love your neighbor as yourself,
understood as interpreted and emphasized by Jesus, and closely associated with
the Kingdom of God.

Love Command: The central ethical principle that encapsulates the whole law: to
love God with all one's being and to love one's neighbor as oneself.

”n

Paidagogos: A Greek term often translated as “schoolmaster,” “tutor,” or
“custodian,” which Paul uses metaphorically to describe the law's function as a

temporary guide to faith.

Law of Liberty: The idea that the law, when understood as an expression of love,
liberates individuals from internal bondage by directing them to love God and
others.

Transgressor (parabatai): A lawbreaker; in this context, one who breaks God's law
and is in rebellion against God, and thereby a criminal in the eyes of God.

Yetzer: An internal desire, particularly an inclination toward worldly passions, that
binds a person and leads away from God.

Legalism: A rigid and strict adherence to the letter of the law, often without
understanding its underlying spirit and purpose, which can result in bondage
rather than liberty.
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5. FAQs on Bauer, Inductive Bible Study, Session 21, James 2:8-
13, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on James 2:8-13

What is the "royal law" that James refers to, and why is it significant?

The "royal law," as James describes it in this passage, is the commandment to
"love your neighbor as yourself" (Leviticus 19:18), which Jesus elevated to the
center of the law. This is a "royal law" because it reflects Jesus's teaching and is
the law of the kingdom of God. It's not just a part of the Old Testament law, but
it's the Old Testament law as interpreted and emphasized by Jesus, the King. It
signifies that the law finds its ultimate meaning in love for both God and
neighbor, placing this love command at the core of all moral obligations and
duties. This love command becomes the lens through which all other laws are
understood.

How does James' understanding of the law differ from Paul's perspective, and
are these views contradictory?

James views the law positively, as a "law of liberty" that empowers Christians to
fulfill God’s will through loving actions, which is made possible by faith in Christ
and which finds its fulfillment through loving actions. Paul, while not
contradicting James entirely, often highlights the law's negative function as a
"tutor" or "schoolmaster" that exposes our inability to meet God's standards on
our own and drives us toward faith in Christ and God's grace. While Paul does see
a positive role for the law later, James is more positive toward the law. The
distinction lies in the emphasis: James focuses on the law as a guide for Christian
living, while Paul often focuses on the law as something we can never completely
fulfill. They agree that love for God and neighbor is the crux of the matter. Both
understand that the law continues in force and is a standard for Christian life, but
the difference is in the lens through which they are interpreting the role of law for
followers of Christ.
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What does it mean that the "law is still in force" for Christians according to
James?

For James, the law is still in force for Christians, but it is not just about following a
set of rules. It is about understanding that all the commandments express and
come back to the core commandment of love. It signifies the enduring relevance
of God’s moral expectations. Christians are called to live out the law's intent—to
love God and their neighbors—as expressed through specific commands,
interpreted through Jesus' teachings and example. However, James emphasizes
that these expressions should be understood as manifestations of love rather
than rigid legalistic adherence to rules.

Why is showing partiality considered a sin, and what does it reveal about a
person’s heart?

Showing partiality is a sin because it contradicts the love commandment to love
your neighbor as yourself. It indicates a love of self that outweighs love for others.
When you show partiality, you fail to love your neighbor equally, instead, you are
prioritizing some individuals over others. This act reveals a heart that is not fully
aligned with God's love, and it can be understood as a form of rebellion against
God's authority since God does not show partiality. Instead, the only relevant
factor in loving a neighbor is the opportunity that is present.

What is the connection between the law of liberty and true freedom in the
context of James 2:8-13?

The "law of liberty" in James refers to the law as understood through the lens of
love, as opposed to an external restriction. True freedom, according to James, is
not found by breaking free from external constraints, but is found by freeing
ourselves from the bondage of self-centered desires and passions. The law, when
properly understood, frees one from self-obsession by directing one towards
loving God and neighbor. The law, then, empowers true freedom by turning the
focus from one's self to love for God and others.
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How does James's argument that failing in one point of the law makes one
guilty of all of it relate to the unity of God?

James argues that because God is one and not divided, his character is unified. All
that he does and says and has given coheres in perfect unity. And because the law
is an expression of God's unified character, the law itself is one. Therefore, if a
person breaks any single commandment, he violates the essence of the entire law
because he is rejecting the lawgiver himself. This underscores that true obedience
is not just about adhering to individual rules, but about aligning oneself with
God's entire will.

What is the significance of judgment being without mercy for those who have
shown no mercy?

This statement highlights the principle of divine justice. Those who have not
extended mercy to others should not expect mercy themselves, because such a
judgment would violate justice. God is compassionate and merciful, but he is also
just. The law of the end-times kingdom will require all to show mercy. The
statement is a call for Christians to show mercy because such compassion aligns
with the core intention of the law.

How does showing mercy relate to the law, particularly in light of the coming
judgment?

Showing mercy is not just an act of kindness but is also an expression of the royal
law, to love one's neighbor. The work of mercy expresses faith because the heart
of God is compassionate and merciful, therefore one who follows him is
expressing his heart when one extends mercy to others. James argues that mercy
triumphs over judgement. Mercy is an expression of love at the center of the law.
On judgment day, those who have expressed their love through works of mercy,
particularly to the poor and marginalized, have followed the royal law and can
thus expect mercy. However, this does not negate the fact that we all fall short.
There is a need for mercy for all. But ultimately, God's mercy is rooted in love and
his judgement is rooted in justice.



