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1. Abstract of Yates, Jeremiah, Session 13, Jeremiah 8-10, Idolatry,
Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Gary Yates' lecture analyzes Jeremiah chapters 8-10, focusing on Judah's idolatry as
the root of their refusal to repent and return to God. The lecture explains how Judah's
idol worship hardened their hearts, leading to God's impending judgment. It contrasts
Judah's unrepentant response with the repentant response in Joel chapter 2,
highlighting the futility of idolatry and the consequences of worshipping false gods.
Yates emphasizes that idolatry isn't simply about competing theologies but a flawed life
strategy, focusing on the unholy trinity of money, sex, and power. He concludes by
applying this to modern life, using Tim Keller's work to illustrate how relying on anything
other than God for significance leads to dissatisfaction.

2. 14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Yates, Jeremiah, Session 13 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2>
Major Prophets = Jeremiah).
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3. Yates, Jeremiah, Session 13, Jeremiah 8-10 Idolatry

Jeremiah 8-10: Idolatry Study Guide

Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences based on the provided lecture
material.
1. According to Dr. Yates, what is the primary theme of Jeremiah 8-107?
2. What does the term "shub" mean in the context of Jeremiah, and how has Israel
used it?
3. How does the lecture describe the heart of Judah in relation to their sin?
4. What is the significance of the image of sin being "engraved on the tablet of their
heart"?
5. According to the lecture, what is God's ultimate plan for the hearts of Israel?
6. What does the lecture identify as the root cause of Judah’s unwillingness to turn
to God?
7. How does the lecture portray the consequences of the coming enemy invasion in
chapters 8-10?
8. How does Joel's message differ from Jeremiah's message, and what did God do in
response to Joel's message?
9. What does the lecture highlight about the futility of idols in Jeremiah chapter 10?

10. According to Dr. Yates, what is the result of idol worship on the worshiper?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The primary theme of Jeremiah 8-10 is the destruction of an idol-worshipping
people due to their refusal to turn away from idols. This section focuses on the
judgment coming upon Judah because of their hard hearts and devotion to
idolatry.

"Shub" means "to return" or "to turn back." While God calls on Israel to "shub" to
him, they have repeatedly "shub'd" away from him.



. The lecture describes the heart of Judah as deceitful, stubborn, rebellious, and
desperately sick. This heart problem prevents them from turning back to God
despite calls for repentance.

. The image of sin being "engraved on the tablet of their heart" emphasizes the
deep-rooted and ingrained nature of their sin. It shows that their sin is not
superficial but deeply embedded in their character.

. God's ultimate plan for the hearts of Israel is to give them a new heart through
the new covenant. This involves writing His Torah on their hearts to give them the
internal desire and ability to obey Him.

. The root cause of Judah's unwillingness to turn to God is their hearts' devotion to
the worship of idols. They have a stubborn desire to follow the gods of the
nations, preventing them from hearing and obeying God.

. The consequences of the coming enemy invasion are portrayed as horrific,
including death entering homes, children and young men being cut off, and dead
bodies scattered like dung across the land. This symbolizes the severity of the
judgement.

. Joel's message was similar to Jeremiah's in calling for repentance, but unlike
Judah in Jeremiah's time, the people in Joel's time repented, resulting in God's
mercy. God relented from sending further judgement and restored the blessings
that had been taken away.

. The lecture highlights that idols are futile, unable to do anything (can't speak,
walk, do good or evil) and that the Lord alone is God. This emphasizes that idols
are useless and cannot provide what only the true God can.

10. According to Dr. Yates, idol worshipers become like the idols they worship. This

means they become foolish, senseless, and spiritually dulled, as they align
themselves with the empty nature of their idols.



Essay Questions

Instructions: Answer each question in a well-organized essay format, using supporting
details from the lecture.

1.

Analyze the progression of Jeremiah's message regarding the potential for
repentance, starting from chapters 2-4 and moving through chapters 8-10. How
does the concept of the "heart problem" influence this progression?

Compare and contrast the responses to prophetic messages in the books of
Jeremiah and Joel. What factors contribute to the different outcomes in each
case?

Explore the different images and metaphors that Dr. Yates uses to describe the
state of Judah’s heart in chapters 8-10. How do these different images contribute
to understanding the nature of Judah’s sin and their inability to repent?

Discuss the lecture’s argument on how idolatry is not only a theological problem
but also a misguided strategy for living. How does this analysis relate to modern-
day idolatry?

Explain how the lecture uses passages from the Old Testament to support the
idea that people become like what they worship. How does this concept connect
to Jeremiah's analysis of Judah's idolatry in chapters 8-10?



Glossary of Key Terms

Shub: A Hebrew word meaning "to return" or "to turn back," referring to turning
away from sin and back to God.

Idolatry: The worship of idols or anything other than the one true God.

Heart Problem: Refers to the deep-seated spiritual issue of rebellion and
hardness of the heart, which prevents people from turning to God.

Circumcision of the Heart: A metaphor referring to a spiritual transformation,
cutting away the evil in one's heart to truly follow God, contrasting with the
physical act of circumcision.

Covenant Curse: The negative consequences God promised would come upon
Israel if they disobeyed His covenant, including enemy invasion and destruction.

New Covenant: God's future promise to give Israel a new heart, enabling them to
obey and follow Him, removing their sin and hardening of heart.

Idol Factories: A term used to emphasize the propensity of human hearts to
create and worship idols.

Futility of Idols: The idea that idols are powerless, lifeless objects that cannot
provide any real help or benefit, unlike the true God.

Creational Monotheism: The belief in one God as the sole creator of everything,
emphasizing God's unique power and position over all other supposed deities.

Unholy Trinity: A reference to money, sex, and power, which can become idols
when people seek these things instead of seeking God first, as a result those
things become distorted.



4. Briefing Document

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important
ideas from the provided excerpts of Dr. Gary Yates' lecture on Jeremiah 8-10:

Briefing Document: Jeremiah 8-10 - Idolatry and the Hardened Heart
Overview:

This lecture focuses on Jeremiah 8-10, specifically addressing the themes of idolatry and
the hardened hearts of the people of Judah, leading to God's judgment. Dr. Yates
emphasizes that these chapters are not random messages but follow a logical
progression within Jeremiah's prophecy. The core issue is the people's persistent refusal
to return to God, rooted in a "heart problem" manifested through their devotion to
idols. The lecture also highlights the futility of idolatry and the destructive consequences
of pursuing it. Furthermore, it contrasts the hard-hearted response of Judah with the
repenting heart of Joel's audience.

Main Themes and Key ldeas:
1. The Progression of Jeremiah's Message:

e The book of Jeremiah is not a random collection of messages, but has an order
and a progression, even amidst what may appear chaotic.

o Early chapters (2-4) call for Israel to return to God, portraying Him as an
abandoned husband.

o Chapters 4-6 warn of an impending invasion, a consequence of their refusal to
return.

e Chapter 7 (the temple sermon) presents another call to repentance, but the
people's refusal becomes evident, solidifying their heart problem and the
necessity of judgement.

e Chapters 8-10, the focus of this lecture, continue this theme, emphasizing the
judgment that will come because of Judah's idolatry and their hardened hearts.

1. The Heart Problem:

e Acentral theme is that the people of Israel and Judah have a fundamental "heart
problem" that prevents them from returning to God.



This "heart problem" is characterized by stubbornness, rebellion, deceit, and an
unwillingness to repent. Yates notes, “my people have a stubborn and rebellious
heart. They have turned aside and gone away.”

Dr. Yates points out that this is not just a surface problem, it's a deeply etched
characteristic, he quotes “the sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron and with a
point of the diamond. It is engraved on the tablet of their heart and on the horns
of their altar”

This problem is so severe that the people are unable to turn from their sin on
their own. They will need God to perform "heart surgery", a new covenant that
provides enablement and the internal desire to obey. “...God is going to give Israel
a new heart...so that they have the internal desire, ability, enablement, and divine
empowerment to turn to him.”

. Idolatry as the Manifestation of the Heart Problem:
The lecture argues that the "heart problem" is directly linked to idolatry.

Judah's hearts are "idol-worshiping hearts," which prevent them from turning to
the true God. Yates quotes Calvin by reminding, "our hearts are idol factories.”

They have "stubbornly followed their own hearts and have gone after the Baals
just as their fathers have taught them.”

Instead of being a missionary people, they adopt the ways of the nations and
pursue their idols.

. The Futility of Idolatry:

The prophet emphasizes the sheer futility and pointlessness of idols. “The
customs and the pagan practices of the people are vanity; they're level...They're
just wind, they're not going to help you, they're just a vapor.”

Idols are depicted as lifeless, unable to speak, move, or act. “Their idols are like
scarecrows in a cucumber field. They cannot speak, they have to be carried, they
cannot walk.”

They cannot do good or evil, offering no true power or help.

The Lord alone is God: "The Lord is the true God. He is the living and the
everlasting King."



The Lord is also the sole creator: "It is he, it is the Lord who made the earth by his
power..."

. Becoming Like What You Worship:
A crucial point is that people become like the objects of their worship.

Because idols are foolish and powerless, so too do those who worship them
become. “Idols are stupid and foolish. Therefore, so are the people that worship
them.”

Yates highlights that "...those who make them become like them. And so do all
who trust in them.”

This is backed by the Old Testament; in Exodus the Israelites became stubborn like
the golden calf, and in Psalm 115 worshipers of idols become like the idols,
unable to hear, see or speak.

Judah's lack of wisdom and understanding is a direct result of their idolatry;
they’ve become “more foolish than animals”.

. Judgment as a Consequence of Idolatry:
The upcoming enemy invasion is presented as a direct result of Judah's idolatry.

The consequences are portrayed vividly: "death has come up into our
windows...cutting off the children from the streets and the young men from the
squares.”

There are images of siege, famine, and widespread death.

Jeremiah warns that even with these warnings, the heart problem and addiction
to idols is so severe that the people are unable to turn from their sin.

. The Contrast with Joel:

The lecture contrasts Judah's response with that of the people in Joel 2.

Joel's audience, facing similar warnings of judgment (locusts and enemy invasion),
respond with genuine repentance: “return to me with all of your heart, with
fasting, with weeping, with mourning, and rend your hearts and your garments,
return to the Lord your God.”

They rend their hearts, not just their garments, showing genuine remorse and
change.



God relents from judgment and blesses them because of their repentance. This
illustrates what God desires for Judah as well, if they would only turn.

1. Idolatry and the "Unholy Trinity":

e Dr. Yates connects idolatry to a pursuit of money, sex, and power —an "unholy
trinity".

e People seek these things through idols, believing they will find fulfillment.

e However, these are gifts from God and when He is recognized as the source for
them, they can be used for good.

e When sought apart from God, these desires become destructive and enslaving.

o Tim Keller’s book, Counterfeit Gods, is referenced to illustrate how modern
idolatry presents itself: seeking approval, achievement, comfort, and relationships
to meet the deepest needs of life.

e Dr. Yates concludes, that anything other than God will never satisfy the deepest
needs of life, and will lead to a cycle of desperation.

Quotes:

"my people have a stubborn and rebellious heart. They have turned aside and
gone away."

“the sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron and with a point of the diamond. It
is engraved on the tablet of their heart and on the horns of their altar.”

"...God is going to give Israel a new heart...so that they have the internal desire,
ability, enablement, and divine empowerment to turn to him.”

"our hearts are idol factories.”

“The customs and the pagan practices of the people are vanity; they're
level...They're just wind, they're not going to help you, they're just a vapor.”

“Their idols are like scarecrows in a cucumber field. They cannot speak, they have
to be carried, they cannot walk.”

“Idols are stupid and foolish. Therefore, so are the people that worship them.”

"...those who make them become like them. And so do all who trust in them.”
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e “return to me with all of your heart, with fasting, with weeping, with mourning,
and rend your hearts and your garments, return to the Lord your God.”

e “death has come up into our windows...cutting off the children from the streets
and the young men from the squares.”

Conclusion:

Dr. Yates' lecture on Jeremiah 8-10 presents a compelling case for the link between
idolatry and a hardened heart. It emphasizes that Israel's persistent refusal to return to
God stems from a deep-seated heart problem rooted in their devotion to idols. The
lecture also highlights the futility of idolatry, the destructive consequences of pursuing
it, and the transformative power of genuine repentance, which is demonstrated in the
comparison with Joel. Ultimately, the message underscores God's desire for a genuine
relationship with His people, one that requires a change of heart and a turning away
from false gods.
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5. FAQs on Yates, Jeremiah, Session 13, Jeremiah 8-10,
Idolatry, Biblicalelearning.org (BelL)

FAQ on Idolatry and the Heart in Jeremiah 8-10

1. What is the primary problem highlighted in Jeremiah 8-10 that leads to God's
judgment?

2. The main issue is the people's stubborn and rebellious hearts, which are deeply
entrenched in idolatry. This heart problem prevents them from turning back to
God despite repeated calls for repentance. They have chosen to follow their own
desires and worship idols instead of the true God. This idolatry isn't just a
theological disagreement; it is a wrong strategy for obtaining the things that
people desire for a meaningful life (money, sex, power).

3. How does the text describe the condition of the people's hearts?

4. The text uses several powerful images to describe their hearts: they are described
as having hearts that are "deceitful above all things and desperately sick,"
"stubborn," and "uncircumcised" not in the physical sense but spiritually. Their sin
is said to be "etched on the tablet of their heart" with a pen of iron, indicating a
deep-seated corruption that makes it impossible for them to turn away from sin
on their own. They have a deep-seated rebellion against God.

5. What is the significance of the term "shub" in the context of Jeremiah's
message?

6. "Shub" means to "return" or "turn back". It is a key theological word in Jeremiah.
The Lord repeatedly calls on Israel to shub - to turn away from their sin and return
to Him. However, the text emphasizes that they have repeatedly shub'd or turned
away from God. The people refuse to return because their hearts are devoted to
other gods.
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7. Why does Jeremiah emphasize the futility of idolatry in chapter 10?

8. Jeremiah highlights the futility of idolatry to expose the foolishness of the people
and reveal the true nature of the idols they worship. He describes idols as lifeless
objects made by human hands, incapable of doing good or evil. They can't speak,
walk, or think. The prophet uses sarcasm to show how absurd it is to put trust in
something made by human hands. By demonstrating the emptiness of the idols,
Jeremiah seeks to convince the people to abandon them and return to the living
God.

9. How does the text connect idolatry to a lack of true knowledge and wisdom?

10. The text argues that worshiping idols makes the worshipers foolish and ignorant
like the idols themselves. Those who worship idols, which cannot see or hear or
speak, lose their ability to discern good from evil, and become stubborn and dull.
They can no longer understand God's ways, and they are unable to grasp the
reasons behind the disasters befalling them. True wisdom comes from knowing
and following God.

11. What is the relationship between idolatry and the "unholy trinity" of money,
sex, and power?

Idolatry is often connected to the pursuit of money, sex, and power, which become
distorted when pursued apart from God. People wrongly believe that idols can give them
wealth, sexual gratification, and political influence. However, the prophet argues that
these things are not inherently evil; they can be blessings when God is acknowledged as
their source. ldolatry causes people to use these blessings selfishly, leading to
corruption, abuse, and ultimately to their destruction.

1. How does the response to Joel's prophecy contrast with the response to
Jeremiah's message?

2. Inthe book of Joel, the people respond to the prophet's call to repentance by
fasting, weeping, mourning, and rending their hearts. This leads to God relenting
from sending judgment and blessing the land. This contrasts sharply with the
people in Jeremiah's day, who despite hearing similar messages and horrific
warnings, refuse to return to God because of their hardened hearts which are
devoted to idols.



3.

4.
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What is the ultimate solution that God provides for the heart problem and the
issue of idolatry?

The book of Jeremiah promises that God will ultimately perform "heart surgery"
on his people through a new covenant. In this new covenant, God promises to
give his people new hearts, writing his law on their hearts rather than on tablets
of stone. This new heart will enable them to desire to obey God and to break free
from the power of idolatry and sin. They will be able to fear God and follow his
commands.



