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1. Abstract of Yates, Jeremiah, Session 9, Jeremiah 2 – Lord’s Dispute, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
This lecture excerpt from Dr. Gary Yates's course on Jeremiah explains Jeremiah chapter 2 as a covenant lawsuit where God, acting as judge, prosecutes Judah for infidelity. Yates analyzes the chapter's literary genres, including judgment oracles and disputations, showing how Jeremiah uses rhetorical questions, wordplay, and metaphorical language (like Judah as an unfaithful wife and idolatry as broken cisterns) to expose Judah's guilt and the futility of their actions. The lecture highlights the prophet's goal to convict Judah but also to offer them an opportunity for repentance before final judgment. The overall theme emphasizes the consequences of idolatry and the importance of recognizing God's faithfulness in contrast to Judah's unfaithfulness.
2.  28 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Yates, Jeremiah, Session 9 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Major Prophets  Jeremiah). 




3.  Yates, Jeremiah, Session 9, Jeremiah 2 – Lord’s Dispute
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Jeremiah 2: The Lord's Dispute with Israel - Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each, based on the provided source material.
1. What are the two primary elements of a prophetic judgment speech?
2. How does the "woe" oracle relate to the concept of death and funerals?
3. Describe the main roles in a covenant lawsuit as depicted in Jeremiah 2.
4. What is the core argument in the disputation found in Ezekiel 18?
5. Why does the prophet use the image of a cracked cistern?
6. How does the prophet utilize rhetorical questions to make his case in Jeremiah 2?
7. How do the people of Judah’s conflicting statements contribute to their self-condemnation?
8. Explain the wordplay between "hevel" (worthlessness) and the people’s actions.
9. What is the significance of the wordplay between "Baal" and "Yaal?"
10. What is the ultimate goal of the Lord’s courtroom setting beyond simply pronouncing judgment?
Answer Key
1. A prophetic judgment speech contains an accusation listing the crimes against God, and an announcement of the punishments God will inflict as a result of those sins.
2. The "woe" oracle is associated with death and funerals because it is a lament uttered at the passing of a person; thus, by declaring “woe,” the prophet is announcing Israel’s coming death or destruction if they do not repent.
3. In a covenant lawsuit, the prophet acts as the prosecuting attorney, the Lord is the judge, and the people are the defendants; the courtroom setting is used to highlight their guilt.
4. In Ezekiel 18, the disputation refutes the proverb that children suffer for their parents' sins, arguing instead that each individual is responsible for their own actions and will be punished or rewarded accordingly.
5. The image of a cracked cistern symbolizes the futility of idolatry; like a broken cistern that cannot hold water, idols cannot meet the needs of those who trust in them.
6. The prophet employs rhetorical questions to make the audience reflect on their choices, confront their hypocrisy, and recognize that their current situation is a result of their own unfaithfulness rather than any fault on the part of God.
7. The people of Judah make contradictory claims, sometimes protesting their innocence, and at other times admitting their inability to resist idolatry; this inconsistent testimony contributes to their self-condemnation by highlighting their deceitfulness.
8. The wordplay between “hevel,” which means “worthlessness,” and the actions of the people emphasizes that in chasing after idols and what is worthless they also become worthless.
9. The wordplay between “Baal” and “Yaal” demonstrates that although Baal is thought to be powerful and bring prosperity, he is nothing more than worthless; by worshipping him they will become worthless.
10. Beyond simply pronouncing judgment, the Lord’s courtroom setting aims to lead the people to recognize the futility of their choices, understand their sin, and ultimately repent and return to Him, thus averting the full consequences of the coming judgment.


Essay Questions
Instructions: Answer the following essay questions, drawing on concepts discussed in the source material. No specific length or format is imposed.
1. Discuss the significance of the metaphor of Israel as God's unfaithful wife in Jeremiah 2. How does this image contribute to understanding the nature of Israel's sin and God's response?
2. Analyze how the prophet utilizes various literary genres (e.g., judgment oracles, covenant lawsuits, disputations) in Jeremiah 2 to build a compelling case against Judah.
3. Explore the different ways in which the prophet seeks to highlight the futility of idolatry and political alliances in Jeremiah 2.
4. Describe the role of the people's own words in the disputation with God. How do their conflicting statements contribute to the overall message of Jeremiah 2?
5. Explain how the concepts of justice, mercy, and humility relate to the message of Jeremiah 2 and discuss the overall goal of the Lord in this encounter.


Glossary of Key Terms
· Judgment Oracle: A basic prophetic speech form, usually structured with an accusation of sin followed by an announcement of punishment.
· Woe Oracle: A judgment speech that begins with "woe," indicating a coming death or severe judgment; associated with funeral laments.
· Covenant Lawsuit: A prophetic genre that presents God's case against Israel in a courtroom setting, emphasizing the broken covenant relationship.
· Disputation: A prophetic genre involving a back-and-forth argument, often aimed at convincing the audience of the prophet's viewpoint.
· Rhetorical Question: A question asked for effect rather than requiring an answer, intended to make the audience think about a particular point.
· Metaphor: A figure of speech that directly compares two unlike things by saying that one thing is the other, highlighting certain aspects of their relationship.
· Hevel: Hebrew word translated as "worthlessness," "vanity," or "futility," often used to describe idols and the consequences of trusting in them.
· Kavod: Hebrew word that translates as glory, which is often in reference to the Lord's glory.
· Baal: A storm God, a false God that is commonly worshipped in the area of Israel.
· Yaal: A verb that means not to profit.
· Cistern: An artificial water storage tank or reservoir. In this context, it's used as a metaphor for something that is intended to provide for people’s needs.
· Wordplay: The use of words with multiple meanings or similar sounds for rhetorical effect, often employed to emphasize the nature of the situation or the nature of a god.
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Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from the provided source, "Yates_Jer_En_Lecture09.pdf":
Briefing Document: Dr. Gary Yates on Jeremiah 2
I. Overview
This lecture focuses on Jeremiah chapter 2, which Dr. Yates identifies as a formative chapter for the entire book of Jeremiah (52 chapters). He posits that the themes introduced in Jeremiah 1 (the call of the prophet) and Jeremiah 2 (the opening message) establish the core themes and plot of the entire book. The central idea is that the book unfolds as the story of how the Lord takes His unfaithful people (Judah) through exile and ultimately restores them after they repair their broken relationship. Dr. Yates stresses that prophetic messages are designed to evoke emotions and feelings, not just convey facts.
II. Key Themes
· Unfaithful Wife Metaphor: The image of Israel as God's unfaithful wife is paramount to understanding the book. This metaphor is used to highlight the pain, anger, and betrayal God feels due to their disloyalty.
· Literary Genres: Understanding the literary genres of prophetic writing is essential to interpreting the message. The lecture focuses on "genres of judgment" (specifically, the judgment oracle, the woe oracle, the covenant lawsuit, and the disputation).
· Judgment and Salvation: The prophets alternate between messages of judgment and messages of salvation, these two categories are crucial to understanding the overall message of the prophets.
· Depravity of Israel's Sins: The prophets aim to expose the extent and severity of Israel's betrayal of God.
· Futility of Idolatry: A major point of Jeremiah 2 is to show the futility of trusting in anything other than God as a source of security and provision. Idolatry is depicted not only as wrong but as ultimately "stupid" and ineffective.
III. Prophetic Literary Genres (and Examples from Jeremiah 2)
Dr. Yates identifies several key literary genres used by the prophets:
· Judgment Oracle:Definition: A basic judgment speech containing two elements: an accusation of sin and an announcement of punishment.
· Application: Jeremiah 2 is framed as a judgment oracle against Judah for their unfaithfulness.
· Woe Oracle:Definition: A judgment speech with the addition of "woe" (Hebrew "oi") at the beginning, associated with death and funeral laments.
· Application: The use of the word "woe" in the prophets is a reminder that Israel is essentially "as good as dead" if they don't repent. "He was, in effect, saying to them, Israel is as good as dead if they do not change their ways."
· Covenant Lawsuit:Definition: The prophet portrays God as a judge, the people as defendants, and the prophet as a prosecuting attorney. It features calling of witnesses, a rehearsal of the past covenant relationship, specific accusations, and a sentencing or call to repentance.
· Application: Jeremiah 2 is presented as a covenant lawsuit with the Lord as judge, Israel as the defendant, and Jeremiah as the prosecuting attorney. The past relationship of God's faithfulness contrasted with the people's unfaithfulness is rehearsed as the charges against them are presented. "In a sense, that's what Jeremiah 2 is doing to the people. God is bringing them into the courtroom."
· Disputation:Definition: A debate-like genre where the prophet presents God's case and tries to convince the people of their guilt, even when they disagree.
· Application: Jeremiah 2 involves a disputation where God accuses Judah of unfaithfulness, and the people respond with disbelief and justifications. The Lord challenges their perspective and seeks to convince them of their sin.
IV. Strategies of Persuasion in Jeremiah 2
Dr. Yates identifies four ways in which the prophet seeks to convince the people of their guilt:
· Metaphors and Images:Examples:Israel is described as God's first fruit, protected by him (2:3).
· They are like a wild donkey in heat, debased by idolatry (2:24).
· They are covered with bloodstains (2:34).
· They are a prostitute, spreading their legs under every tree and on every high place (2:20, 2:33).
· They have abandoned "the fountain of living waters" for "broken cisterns that can hold no water" (2:13).
· Alliances with other nations are portrayed as adultery (2:18). "And so, in a sense, there's a charge of adultery in this passage because instead of drinking the water that the Lord provided for them in their relationship, they were going to other places."
· Purpose: To evoke an emotional understanding of their betrayal.
· Rhetorical Questions:Examples:"What wrong did your fathers find in me that they went far from me?" (2:5)
· "Has a nation ever changed its gods, even though they are not gods?" (2:11)
· "Have you not brought this upon yourself by forsaking the Lord your God...?" (2:17)
· "Where are your gods that you made for yourself? Let them arise if they can save you in your time of trouble." (2:28)
· "Can a virgin forget her ornaments or a bride her attire? Yet my people have forgotten me days without number." (2:32)
· Purpose: To cause the audience to reflect on their choices and actions, even without providing a direct answer.
· Quotations from the People:Examples:
· "How can you say, I am not unclean, I have not gone after the Baals?" (2:23)
· "But you have said, 'It is hopeless, for I have loved foreigners, and after them I will go.'" (2:25)
· "You say to a tree, ‘You are my father,’ and to a stone, ‘You gave me birth.’" (2:27)
· "Yet you say, ‘I am innocent; surely his anger has turned away from me.’" (2:35)
· Purpose: To highlight the contradictions and inconsistencies in their words, showing their self-deception and self-condemnation.
· Wordplay:Examples:"They went after worthlessness (hevel) and became worthless (hevel)." (2:5)
· The priests prophesied by Baal, going after things that do not profit (ya’al). (2:8)
· "My people have changed their glory (kavod) for that which does not profit (ya'al)." (2:11)
· "The Lord was looking from his people for mishpat (justice). And instead what he got from them was mishpak, which is bloodshed and violence." And "The Lord expected that his people would produce zedekah (righteousness). But instead, what he got from his people was zedekah, which were cries of distress because of the ways that the rich were oppressing the poor."
· Purpose: To emphasize the futility and emptiness of their idolatry using sound similarity to drive home the meaning.
V. Conclusion of the Lawsuit and Message
· Judah's Guilt: Judah is undeniably guilty of violating their covenant and being unfaithful to the Lord. "Judah absolutely is guilty. They can protest, they can say all that they want: I'm innocent, I'm not. They have flagrantly violated the covenant, and they have flagrantly cheated on the Lord as their spouse. Their guilt is beyond doubt."
· Futility of Idolatry: The primary message of Jeremiah 2 is that idolatry is futile and will lead to disappointment. The prophet emphasizes, “Idolatry isn't just wrong...Idolatry is stupid”.
· Opportunity for Repentance: The courtroom scene in Jeremiah 2 is not just about condemnation. It's also an invitation for the people to recognize the futility of their ways, to repent, and to return to the Lord. "The Lord brought the people into the courtroom so that, ultimately, they would change their ways. He gives them the opportunity to repent." The Lord is still working with his people.
· Futility of Political Alliances: The message about the futility of idolatry is framed within the broader context of their misplaced trust in political alliances. "The futility of their political alliances, where they have joined in with the nations that worship these gods...you’re going to be put to shame by Egypt and Assyria. These nations that you're making alliances with they're actually the ones that are going to execute your punishment."
· Contrast of Blessings and Curses: The lecture contrasts the blessings God intended for Israel, like a land of milk and honey, with the desolation that has resulted from their unfaithfulness. God's leading them in the wilderness is contrasted with their making God their wilderness, underscoring the tragedy of their turning away.
VI. Importance to the Book of Jeremiah
This chapter sets the stage for the rest of the book. It introduces the core conflict of Judah's unfaithfulness and establishes the Lord’s righteous judgment that is sure to follow. It also highlights the Lord's desire for repentance and restoration and the futility of idolatry.
VII. Implications for the Audience
Dr. Yates suggests that the themes of Jeremiah 2 resonate even today: The futility of trusting in things other than God as your ultimate security. Pastors may shy away from the strong imagery of this section of scripture, but the underlying message of repentance still applies to modern believers.
This briefing document provides a comprehensive summary of Dr. Yates's lecture on Jeremiah 2. It highlights the key themes, literary devices, and overall message, emphasizing both the judgment against Judah and the invitation to repentance.
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5. FAQs on Yates, Jeremiah, Session 9, Jeremiah 2 – Lord’s Dispute, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)
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Frequently Asked Questions on Jeremiah 2
1. What are the main themes introduced in Jeremiah 1 & 2, and how are they significant for understanding the rest of the book?
2. Jeremiah 1 introduces the call of the prophet and the themes that will be prevalent throughout the book. Jeremiah 2, along with its surrounding verses up to 4:4, presents the core plot of the book, depicting Judah as God's unfaithful wife. These chapters establish the narrative of the Lord's broken relationship with His people, the exile, and the promise of eventual restoration. The imagery and themes introduced here are crucial to understanding the subsequent messages, narratives, and prophecies that follow in the rest of Jeremiah's message.
3. How do the prophets use metaphors and images, and why is it important to understand them?
4. The prophets use metaphors and images to evoke emotional responses, aiming to make the audience feel the message rather than just intellectually understand it. These figures of speech are employed to underscore the depravity of Israel's sins and the depth of their betrayal of the Lord. For example, Israel is portrayed as an unfaithful wife, a wild donkey in heat, and as people who have forsaken a fountain of living water for broken cisterns. Understanding these metaphors allows for a deeper engagement with the prophetic messages, experiencing the pain, anger, and betrayal the Lord feels.
5. What are the primary literary genres used by the prophets, and how do these genres affect how the message is communicated?
6. The prophets employ two main genres: judgment and salvation. The most basic form of judgment is the judgment oracle, which contains an accusation and an announcement. The accusation lists the specific crimes committed against God, while the announcement is a declaration of God's punishment. Other forms include the "woe" oracle, associated with death and funerals, indicating Israel's impending destruction if they don't repent, the covenant lawsuit, in which the prophet acts as a prosecuting attorney, and the disputation, which involves a back-and-forth attempt to prove guilt. These genres shape the structure, tone, and intent of the prophetic message, helping to understand what to expect as one reads specific texts.
7. What is a covenant lawsuit, as seen in Jeremiah 2, and what are its key elements?
8. In a covenant lawsuit, the prophet, acting as the prosecuting attorney, presents a case against the people, with the Lord as judge. Key elements include calling in witnesses (sometimes the heavens and earth), a rehearsal of the past relationship between God and Israel (emphasizing God’s faithfulness contrasted with Israel’s unfaithfulness), a specific list of crimes committed (the accusation or indictment), and finally, a pronouncement of judgment or a call to repentance. Jeremiah 2 functions as a courtroom scene where the people are brought face-to-face with their disobedience to the Lord.
9. How does the "disputation" genre function in the prophetic message, and what is its purpose?
10. The "disputation" genre involves a debate or argument where the prophet challenges the people's incorrect understanding of their situation. The purpose of a disputation is to convince the people that they are truly guilty and to refute their justifications or excuses. For example, the prophet might confront the people's reliance on a proverb that blames their fathers for their troubles, demonstrating that they also have committed sins. Through this genre, the prophet aims to lead people to a correct understanding and acceptance of their guilt.
11. What specific rhetorical devices does Jeremiah use in chapter 2 to convince the people of their guilt?
12. Jeremiah uses several rhetorical devices: (1) extensive use of metaphors and images to illustrate their unfaithfulness and the futility of idolatry (e.g., broken cisterns, unfaithful wife); (2) posing a series of rhetorical questions that cause the people to reflect on their actions and God's faithfulness; (3) incorporating quotations from the people themselves which often portray conflicting attitudes and ultimately incriminate them; and (4) wordplay to draw attention to the foolishness of their choices and underscore the nature of their sin (e.g. "hevel" becoming worthless). These devices serve to intensify the message and make it more effective, aiming to penetrate their hearts and minds.
13. What are some of the core arguments against idolatry that Jeremiah presents in chapter 2?
14. Jeremiah argues that idolatry is not only wrong but also futile and foolish. He emphasizes that the people have forsaken God, the true source of life and security (living water), for things that can never satisfy (broken cisterns). He points out the absurdity of relying on foreign alliances, which are like "drinking the waters" of other nations, and compares it to spiritual adultery. He questions the efficacy of the gods they worship and their failure to provide protection. The prophet aims to convince the people that idolatry leads to disappointment, enslavement, and ultimately, destruction.
15. What is the main purpose of God bringing Israel into the "courtroom," and what opportunity does this present?
16. God does not just bring Israel into the "courtroom" to pronounce judgment. He brings them there so they may understand the depth of their sin, recognize the futility of their choices, and ultimately change their ways. This provides an opportunity for repentance and restoration before judgment is executed. While their guilt is clear, God is also offering a chance for reconciliation if they will turn from their idolatry and acknowledge his faithfulness. Jeremiah's message, and the covenant lawsuit, are intended to lead Israel to a place of remorse and a renewed relationship with the Lord.
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