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1. Abstract of Yates, Jeremiah, Session 4, Historical Settings -- Israel’s Kings, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
This lecture excerpt from Dr. Gary Yates's fourth presentation on the Book of Jeremiah examines the reigns of Judah's final five kings. It explores the conditional nature of God's covenant with David, highlighting how these kings' disobedience led to judgment, including the exile and the apparent end of the Davidic line. The lecture uses biblical accounts and extra-biblical sources to detail the actions and consequences of each king's reign, contrasting the godly reign of Josiah with the wickedness of his successors. Despite the judgment, the lecture emphasizes the enduring hope of the Davidic covenant's ultimate fulfillment in a righteous branch, linking the historical context to Jeremiah's prophecies of future restoration. Finally, the lecture uses the metaphor of God's signet ring to illustrate the removal and potential restoration of the Davidic kings' authority.
2.  21 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Yates, Jeremiah, Session 4 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament  Major Prophets  Jeremiah). 


3.  Yates, Jeremiah, Session 4, Historical Settings – Israel’s Kings
Top of Form
Jeremiah: Kings and Covenant Study Guide
Quiz
1. What were the three primary stages of exile that the people of Judah experienced? The first exile took place in 605 BC and involved Daniel being taken to Babylon. The second exile occurred in 597 BC, with Ezekiel among those taken, after Jerusalem was captured for the second time. The third exile happened when Jerusalem was destroyed in 587/586 BC, including the burning of the temple.
2. What were the two elements of the covenant that God made with David, and how did those elements impact the Davidic kings? The covenant with David had an unconditional promise that God would raise up a son for David and establish his throne forever, and a conditional promise that God would bless the Davidic kings if they obeyed him and punish them if they disobeyed him.
3. What three things did the Lord command that the kings should not accumulate? How did Solomon violate this? The Lord commanded that the kings should not accumulate wives, horses, or gold. Solomon violated all three of these commands by his numerous marriages, his large number of horses, and his vast accumulation of gold and treasure.
4. What was the significance of the story of Athaliah and the hidden royal baby? Athaliah's attempt to wipe out the royal line was seen as a satanic attack on the messianic line, but the nurse hiding the child demonstrates God's faithfulness in keeping His covenant to David despite the evil actions of the kings, showing that He would not allow the Davidic line to be destroyed.
5. How did Manasseh's reign highlight both God's patience and the coming judgment? Manasseh, who reigned longer than any other Davidic king, was also the worst. His wickedness prompted God to declare He would wipe Jerusalem like a dish, showing both God's long-suffering patience and the inevitability of judgment due to repeated disobedience.
6. According to Jeremiah 21, verses 11 to 14, what was the warning that the Lord gave to the house of David? The Lord warned the house of David that their blessing and the continuation of their line was conditional on their execution of justice and deliverance of the oppressed, thus demonstrating the conditional aspect of their covenant with God.
7. How did King Josiah’s reign contrast with those who came after him? King Josiah was the last godly king of Judah, who instituted reforms and led a religious revival. The kings who came after Josiah, including his sons, were all described as doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, reversing all the good Josiah had accomplished.
8. What was unique about the relationship between Jeremiah and Jehoiakim? Despite many instances of conflict between prophets and kings in the Old Testament, Jeremiah and King Jehoiakim never had a single face-to-face meeting. The hostility between them was so great that they could not even be in the same room together.
9. What were the two significant ways in which Jehoiakim displayed his antagonism toward the Word of God? Jehoiakim violently killed the prophet Uriah for delivering a message similar to Jeremiah’s, and he cut up and burned the scroll of prophecies that Jeremiah had written, showing his rejection of God’s authority and message.
10. How did the release of Jehoiachin from prison signify a glimmer of hope at the end of the book of Jeremiah? Though only a small and minimal act, the release of Jehoiachin, a descendant of David, from prison and his inclusion at the king’s table served as a reminder that God had not abandoned the line of David and that hope for its restoration was still possible, despite the current judgments.
Answer Key
1. The first exile took place in 605 BC and involved Daniel being taken to Babylon. The second exile occurred in 597 BC, with Ezekiel among those taken, after Jerusalem was captured for the second time. The third exile happened when Jerusalem was destroyed in 587/586 BC, including the burning of the temple.
2. The covenant with David had an unconditional promise that God would raise up a son for David and establish his throne forever, and a conditional promise that God would bless the Davidic kings if they obeyed him and punish them if they disobeyed him.
3. The Lord commanded that the kings should not accumulate wives, horses, or gold. Solomon violated all three of these commands by his numerous marriages, his large number of horses, and his vast accumulation of gold and treasure.
4. Athaliah's attempt to wipe out the royal line was seen as a satanic attack on the messianic line, but the nurse hiding the child demonstrates God's faithfulness in keeping His covenant to David despite the evil actions of the kings, showing that He would not allow the Davidic line to be destroyed.
5. Manasseh, who reigned longer than any other Davidic king, was also the worst. His wickedness prompted God to declare He would wipe Jerusalem like a dish, showing both God's long-suffering patience and the inevitability of judgment due to repeated disobedience.
6. The Lord warned the house of David that their blessing and the continuation of their line was conditional on their execution of justice and deliverance of the oppressed, thus demonstrating the conditional aspect of their covenant with God.
7. King Josiah was the last godly king of Judah, who instituted reforms and led a religious revival. The kings who came after Josiah, including his sons, were all described as doing evil in the eyes of the Lord, reversing all the good Josiah had accomplished.
8. Despite many instances of conflict between prophets and kings in the Old Testament, Jeremiah and King Jehoiakim never had a single face-to-face meeting. The hostility between them was so great that they could not even be in the same room together.
9. Jehoiakim violently killed the prophet Uriah for delivering a message similar to Jeremiah’s, and he cut up and burned the scroll of prophecies that Jeremiah had written, showing his rejection of God’s authority and message.
10. Though only a small and minimal act, the release of Jehoiachin, a descendant of David, from prison and his inclusion at the king’s table served as a reminder that God had not abandoned the line of David and that hope for its restoration was still possible, despite the current judgments.




Essay Questions
1. Analyze the role of the Davidic covenant in the book of Jeremiah. How do both the unconditional and conditional aspects of the covenant shape the message and events described in the text?
2. Compare and contrast the reigns of King Josiah and King Jehoiakim, focusing on their responses to God's word, their leadership styles, and their impact on the nation of Judah.
3. Discuss the various ways that the kings of Judah, particularly Jehoiakim and Zedekiah, are portrayed in the book of Jeremiah. What are the consequences of their actions, and what message is the text conveying about leadership?
4. How does the book of Jeremiah balance messages of judgment and hope? Explain how the removal of the Davidic kings from the throne fits within this dynamic and how the glimmer of hope in Jehoiachin's release is significant.
5. Examine how the historical and political context of Jeremiah's ministry, including the rise of Babylon and the decline of Assyria, affected the messages he delivered and the reception he received from the kings and people of Judah.


Glossary of Key Terms
· Davidic Covenant: God's promise to King David in 2 Samuel 7, establishing his dynasty and promising that a descendant would always sit on the throne, containing both unconditional and conditional elements of blessing or judgment.
· Exile: The forced removal of the people of Judah from their land by the Babylonians, occurring in three main stages: 605, 597, and 587/586 BC.
· Neo-Babylonian Empire: The empire that rose to power in the ancient Near East after the decline of the Assyrian Empire, conquering Jerusalem and taking the people of Judah into exile.
· Josiah: The last godly king of Judah, who initiated significant religious reforms based on the discovered book of the law, and whose reign was seen as an exception to the otherwise wicked kings.
· Jehoahaz (Shalem): A king of Judah who reigned for only three months before being deposed by the Egyptians and taken captive to Egypt where he died.
· Jehoiakim: A wicked king of Judah who was installed by the Egyptians and who consistently opposed Jeremiah, rejected the word of God, and was known for his selfishness and violence.
· Jehoiachin (Conniah): A king of Judah who reigned briefly and was taken into exile in Babylon. He is compared to a broken pot and is declared childless in that his line would not be rulers over Judah, but is later released from prison, offering a glimmer of hope.
· Signet Ring: A personal seal of the king, used to authenticate documents and represent his authority and power; God compares the Davidic kings to His signet ring.
· Zedekiah: The last king of Judah, installed by the Babylonians, who was a weak ruler, vacillating between submission and rebellion against Babylon; he ultimately was captured, blinded, and taken to Babylon where he died.
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4. Briefing DocumentTop of Form
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Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from Dr. Gary Yates's lecture on the historical setting of Jeremiah, specifically focusing on the domestic situation and the final kings of Judah:
Briefing Document: Jeremiah's Historical Context - The Final Kings of Judah
Source: Excerpts from "Yates_Jer_En_Lecture04.pdf" (Dr. Gary Yates, Jeremiah, Lecture 4)
Overall Theme: This lecture focuses on the internal political and spiritual landscape of Judah during the ministry of Jeremiah, specifically examining the reigns of the final five kings of Judah and their impact on the nation's fate. The lecture highlights the conditional nature of God's covenant with David, contrasting it with the people's presumption of unconditional protection. It ultimately shows that the kings of Judah, with the exception of Josiah, failed to uphold their covenant responsibilities, leading to national disaster and exile.
Key Ideas and Facts:
· Jeremiah's Context:
· Jeremiah ministered during a time of intense crisis, with the rise of the Neo-Babylonian empire and the impending destruction of Judah and Jerusalem.
· He witnessed three waves of exile: 605 BC (Daniel taken), 597 BC (Ezekiel taken), and 587/6 BC (Jerusalem destroyed).
· Jeremiah demonstrated faithfulness to God despite facing imprisonment, persecution, and opposition during the decline of his nation.
· The domestic history of Judah, particularly the conduct of its leadership, is central to understanding Jeremiah's message.
· The Davidic Covenant:
· God's covenant with David (2 Samuel 7) had both unconditional and conditional aspects.
· Unconditional: God promised to raise up a son for David (Solomon), establish his throne forever, and have a Davidic king reign over the nations. This promise ultimately finds its fulfillment in Jesus.
· Conditional: Each Davidic king's blessings were contingent on his obedience to God. Disobedience would result in punishment.
· God maintained the Davidic line despite the sins of David, Solomon, and others. For example: "...God kept his covenant commitment to David. In 1 Samuel 15, or I'm sorry, 1 Kings 15, we read about a grandson of Solomon named Abijah. He did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord, but verse 4 of that chapter says that in spite of that, God left a lamp for David. God kept his covenant promises."
· Punishment for disobedience could include the removal of the Davidic kings from the throne, a concept perhaps not fully understood initially.
· Jeremiah's Emphasis on Conditional Obedience:
· Jeremiah's prophecies emphasize that the continuation of the Davidic line and God's blessing depended on the kings' faithfulness and obedience.
· Key passages:
· Jeremiah 21:11-14: God's judgment is declared against the "house of David" if they fail to execute justice. "Execute justice in the morning and deliver from the hand of the oppressor who has been robbed...I will punish you according to the fruits of your deeds."
· Jeremiah 22:1-5: God instructs Jeremiah to tell the king of Judah that if he does "justice and righteousness," the Davidic line will continue. If not, "this house shall become a desolation."
· Jeremiah 17:24-25: The kings' rule is not guaranteed, but is contingent on obedience. "But if you listen to me, declares the Lord, and bring no burden in by the gates of this city on the Sabbath day...then there shall enter by the gates of this city kings and princes who sit on the throne of David…"
· The kings of Judah had a choice: obedience and blessing or disobedience and curses, including removal from the throne.
· The people of Judah had wrongly assumed that God would protect them "no matter what," neglecting the importance of obedience. They took God's promises as an "absolute guarantee."
· The Final Kings of Judah and Jeremiah's Ministry:
· Jeremiah ministered during the reigns of five kings: Josiah, Jehoahaz (Shalem), Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin (Conniah), and Zedekiah.
· Josiah (640-609 BC):The last godly king of Judah.
· Started his reign at age 8, but was guided by godly advisors.
· Led a religious revival after discovering the Book of the Law.
· He was in harmony with Jeremiah's prophetic message of repentance.
· Made a fateful decision to get involved in international affairs (fighting against the Egyptians). This led to his death, and the reversal of all the positive changes. "...Jeremiah, at the time of Josiah's death at Megiddo, he composed laments for the king."
· Jehoahaz/Shalem (briefly in 609 BC):Reigned for three months after his father Josiah's death.
· Was removed from the throne by the Egyptians, who took him to Egypt where he died, because they viewed him as being supportive of Babylon.
· The Bible says, "he did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord," continuing the pattern of ungodly kings.
· Jeremiah prophesied that he would not return. "Thus says the Lord concerning Shalem...who went away from this place, he shall return here no more. But in the place where they have carried him captive, there shall he die…"
· Jehoiakim (609-597 BC):Placed on the throne by the Egyptians.
· Switched allegiances between Egypt and Babylon, being an "unfaithful vassal."
· Imprisoned by Babylon, but was later allowed to remain in power after promising loyalty to them. This only lasted for a short time before he was again looking to switch allegiances.
· Characterized as extremely wicked, selfish, and hostile to the Word of God.
· He "did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord."
· Jeremiah 22:13-17 describes Jehoiakim's wickedness in building luxurious accommodations while the people suffered. "Woe to him who builds his house by unrighteousness and his upper room by injustice...But you have eyes and hearts that are only for dishonest gain, for shedding innocent blood, and for practicing oppression and violence."
· He violently opposed Jeremiah's message and killed the prophet Uriah, revealing his anger toward the word of God. "Jehoiakim sent Egypt certain men...they took Uriah from Egypt and brought him to King Jehoiakim, who struck him down with the sword..."
· He burned the scroll of Jeremiah's prophecies. This stood in stark contrast to Josiah's reaction upon receiving the word of God.
· Never met face-to-face with Jeremiah because of their hostility.
· Jehoiachin/Conniah (briefly in 597 BC):Reigned for only three months, at the age of 18.
· "He did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord."
· Taken captive to Babylon with the second wave of exiles, which included the prophet Ezekiel.
· Jeremiah 22:24-30 condemns Jehoiachin. He is described as a broken pot and a signet ring that God removed from his hand, thus stripping him of his authority. "Though Conniah…were the signet on my right hand, yet I would tear you off."
· God declared that none of his offspring would sit on the throne. "Write this man down as childless…for none of his offspring shall succeed in sitting on the throne of David and ruling again in Judah."
· He was later released from prison and given favor by the King of Babylon, which was seen as a small glimmer of hope, demonstrating God wasn't completely done with the line of David.
· Zedekiah (597-586 BC):
· Installed as king by the Babylonians after they captured Jerusalem in 597.
· "He did what was evil in the eyes of the Lord."
· A weak ruler who vacillated between submission to and rebellion against Babylon.
· Imprisoned Jeremiah for urging surrender.
· He repeatedly sought Jeremiah's counsel but lacked the courage to obey God.
· Tried to flee when Babylon invaded again, but was captured, his sons were executed, he was blinded and taken to Babylon to die.
· Zedekiah's disobedience was based on fear and weakness, unlike Jehoiakim's hostile disobedience. "...one disobeyed out of hostility and anger. One disobeyed out of weakness and fear. But both of them ultimately did not listen to the word of the Lord."
· Hope for the Future:
· Despite the collapse of the Davidic line, Jeremiah prophesied that God would restore it and that there would be a future righteous branch from David's lineage (Jeremiah 23, 30, 33).
· The kindness shown to Jehoiachin by the king of Babylon was a reminder that God had not abandoned the line of David.
· The prophet Haggai later takes up Jeremiah’s prophecy of the signet ring, applying it to Zerubbabel, a grandson of Jehoiachin. "...the Lord takes that Davidic leader, puts the ring back on his finger, and restores them to power and authority."
Conclusion:
Dr. Yates's lecture presents a stark picture of the spiritual and political failures of Judah's final kings. The kings failed to uphold their part of the covenant, presuming on God's promises instead of responding in obedience. Jeremiah's ministry serves as a testimony to the consequences of national sin and the importance of both personal and national faithfulness to God. While the immediate context was one of despair, the lecture also shows that even when all seems lost, God will preserve his promises and restore the Davidic line. This sets the stage for the hope of future restoration and a future king that would ultimately fulfill the promise to David.
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5. FAQs on Yates, Jeremiah, Session 4, Historical Settings – Israel’s Kings, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
Frequently Asked Questions about Jeremiah and the Kings of Judah
1. What was the historical context of Jeremiah's ministry, and what major powers were involved during his time? Jeremiah ministered during a turbulent period when the Assyrian Empire was declining and the Neo-Babylonian Empire was rising. God used the Babylonians as an instrument of judgment against Judah. The exile of Judah took place in three stages: 605 BC with Daniel being exiled; 597 BC with Ezekiel's exile after Jerusalem was first captured, and then the final destruction of Jerusalem in 587/586 BC, which included the burning of the Temple. These events were a major crisis, both politically and theologically, for Israel.
2. What was the significance of God's covenant with David, and how did it affect the kings of Judah during Jeremiah's time? God's covenant with David promised an eternal dynasty. However, this covenant had conditional elements. If a Davidic king obeyed God, he would be blessed. If he disobeyed, he would be punished. This conditional aspect became a major theme in Jeremiah, highlighting that the Davidic line's continuation was not guaranteed regardless of the kings' behavior. Ultimately, the kings of Judah during Jeremiah's time pushed the limits of God’s patience, leading to the destruction of Jerusalem.
3. How did the sins of previous kings, such as David and Solomon, impact the covenant and the kingdom? Though God maintained his covenant with David and his descendants even through the sins of kings like David and Solomon, these sins did have consequences. David's sin with Bathsheba caused heartache and death in his family. Solomon's disobedience through amassing wives, horses, and wealth ultimately led to the division of the kingdom. Despite past mercy, God repeatedly warned that the behavior of each king was ultimately tied to his own blessing and position. Manasseh’s extreme wickedness, including child sacrifice, was a major tipping point that led to the threat of destruction in God’s covenant.


4. Who was Josiah, and what was his significance in relation to Jeremiah's ministry? Josiah was the last godly king of Judah and reigned from 640-609 BC. Jeremiah began his ministry in the 13th year of Josiah's reign. Josiah initiated significant religious reforms, including repairing the temple and rediscovering the book of law. There appears to be a harmony between Jeremiah’s call to repentance and Josiah’s moves towards reform. Josiah’s reforms gave hope that Judah might turn back to God. However, his tragic death in battle caused the reforms to be undone, and his successors were evil.
5. Describe the reigns of Jehoahaz, Jehoiakim, and Jehoiachin, and how they contributed to Judah's downfall.
· Jehoahaz reigned for only three months before being deposed by the Egyptians and taken as a captive to Egypt. Jeremiah prophesied he would never return.
· Jehoiakim was placed on the throne by the Egyptians and later paid allegiance to Babylon. He was consistently evil in the eyes of the Lord and was known for his hostility toward the Word of God and his selfish pursuits. He even killed the prophet Uriah and burned Jeremiah’s scroll.
· Jehoiachin (Coniah), son of Jehoiakim, was only 18 when he was taken captive to Babylon by Nebuchadnezzar. Jeremiah prophesied he would be childless in terms of successors to the throne. Although he was later released from prison by the Babylonian King, this symbolized the end of the line of kings of Judah. Each king rejected the word of God.
1. How did Jehoiakim demonstrate his hatred for the Word of God, and what consequences did that have? Jehoiakim actively opposed and persecuted prophets of God. Most notably, he had the prophet Uriah executed. He also burned Jeremiah’s scroll which contained prophecies of doom. This was a sharp contrast to his father, Josiah, who repented after hearing the newly discovered law of God. His extreme rejection of God’s word ultimately showed the level of wickedness that resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem.
2. What was the significance of Jehoiachin's release from prison in Babylon, and how did it relate to God's covenant with David? Jehoiachin's release from prison after 37 years of captivity was a seemingly small event, but it symbolized that God was not completely finished with the line of David. Though the Davidic line’s power and authority had been removed and they were no longer God’s "signet ring," the act of kindness from the Babylonian king towards a descendant of David showed the hope that God would one day restore David’s line in the future.
3. Who was Zedekiah, and what was the nature of his disobedience in the time of Jeremiah? Zedekiah, installed as king by the Babylonians, was a weak ruler who wavered between submission and resistance to Babylon. He repeatedly sought Jeremiah's counsel but lacked the courage to follow it. He imprisoned Jeremiah for preaching surrender, which he did not want to hear. Though his motivation differed from Jehoiakim, both kings disobeyed the word of God, which led to the destruction of Jerusalem. Unlike Jehoiakim, Zedekiah’s disobedience stemmed from weakness and fear rather than hostility.
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