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1. Abstract of Yates, Jeremiah, Session 2, Misunderstanding the Prophets, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
This lecture excerpt from Dr. Gary Yates's presentation on the Book of Jeremiah addresses common misconceptions about Old Testament prophets. Firstly, it clarifies that prophets were not simply angry messengers of judgment, but also conveyed God's profound love and mercy. Secondly, it refutes the notion that their primary role was predicting the future, emphasizing their focus on addressing contemporary societal issues. Thirdly, and most importantly, the lecture asserts the continued relevance of the prophets' messages to modern Christians, particularly regarding idolatry, social injustice, and the importance of genuine, heartfelt worship.
2.  17 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Yates, Jeremiah, Session 2 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament Major Prophets  Jeremiah). 




3.  Yates, Jeremiah, Session 2, Misunderstanding the Prophets
Top of Form
Jeremiah and the Old Testament Prophets: A Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.
1. What are the three important roles of prophets, as discussed in the first lecture, and how do these roles relate to their message?
2. What is the common misconception about prophets as "angry messengers of a raging God," and how does the source material argue against this one-dimensional view?
3. Explain how prophets are both predictors of the future and preachers of God's message, and which role the lecture emphasizes more?
4. According to the lecture, how much of the prophets' message is actually about predicting the future, and what does the source say about eschatological interpretations of the prophets?
5. Why does the lecture argue that the prophets are relevant to modern audiences, despite their historical context?
6. What is the issue of idolatry as discussed in the lecture, and how does it extend beyond literal worship of false gods?
7. How does the lecture connect idolatry with social injustice, and why was social injustice a major concern for the prophets?
8. What specific social justice issues did the prophets address, and how do they relate to the covenant responsibilities of Israel?
9. What is the problem of false worship, as discussed in the source material, and why was it so problematic for God?
10. How does the lecture connect the external practices of worship with the inner condition of the heart and the overall lifestyle?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The prophets are God's watchmen, announcing coming judgment; messengers of God, speaking God's words, not their own; and messengers of the covenant, announcing judgment or blessings based on the covenant. These roles ensure they are delivering God's message of warning and hope.
2. The common misconception is that prophets are solely angry messengers, but the source argues that they express both extreme anger and intense love and compassion, demonstrating the full spectrum of God's emotions. They are not simply red-faced doomsayers.
3. Prophets both foretell and tell forth. While they do predict the future, they primarily preach God's message of repentance and obedience. The lecture emphasizes the preaching and relational aspects of their message more than the predictive element.
4. Less than 2% of prophetic messages are messianic, less than 5% about the New Covenant era, and less than 1% about still-future events. Therefore, the source argues that prophets are not primarily for understanding eschatology.
5. Despite their historical context, the prophets address timeless issues like idolatry, social injustice, and false worship, making their messages relevant to modern audiences facing similar problems and temptations. They speak to human hearts of all ages.
6. Idolatry, according to the lecture, is not just about worshipping physical idols but includes anything that we trust in for significance and security other than God. This includes covetousness, greed, and material possessions.
7. The lecture argues that idolatry leads to social injustice. When people worship material things, they become willing to mistreat others to obtain them, failing their responsibilities to care for the poor as commanded by God.
8. Prophets addressed issues such as taking land from the poor, charging interest, not returning cloaks, and neglecting widows and orphans, failing to adhere to God's covenant commands.
9. False worship, as described in the source, is when people engage in rituals and sacrifices without a corresponding lifestyle of obedience and love for God and their neighbor. God does not want external practices when the heart is not right.
10. The lecture connects external worship practices with the inner condition of the heart by stating that God is more concerned with obedience and an upright lifestyle than with mere rituals. The state of one's heart should affect all of life, especially worship.
Essay Questions
Instructions: Write a well-structured essay addressing each question.
1. How does the lecture challenge common misconceptions about the Old Testament prophets, and what alternative understanding does it offer for engaging with their messages?
2. Discuss the concept of idolatry as presented in the lecture, exploring how it manifests both in the ancient world and in contemporary society, and consider its implications for your own life.
3. Analyze the connection between idolatry and social injustice in the context of the prophetic books, providing specific examples from the source material and considering the relevance of these issues for modern society.
4. Explore the concept of false worship as discussed in the lecture, examining the relationship between religious rituals, ethical behavior, and the condition of the human heart, and consider its implications for your own worship practices.
5. In what ways does the lecture suggest that the prophets are relevant for the modern church and what kind of lessons do they offer for engaging with the gospel today?


Glossary of Key Terms
Covenant: A binding agreement between God and His people, often including promises and obligations. The prophets emphasize that blessings or curses result from obedience or disobedience to its terms. 

Eschatology: The study of "last things," such as the end of the world and the coming of God's kingdom. While the prophets address these themes, they are not their primary focus, according to the lecture. 

Foretelling: A primary function of the prophets, it means "telling the future", but the source suggests that this is less common than "telling forth". 

Idolatry: The worship of anything other than the true God, including false gods, material possessions, or other sources of security and significance. This is a central concern in prophetic literature. 

Messianic Prophecy: Predictions about the coming of the Messiah, which constitute a small portion of prophetic content, according to this lecture. 

Social Injustice: The mistreatment of the poor, needy, and marginalized, which violates God's covenant and moral law. Prophets often condemned this behavior. 

Tell Forth: A primary function of the prophets, it means "communicating God's word" to the people of their day and urging them to repent. 

Watchmen: A role of the prophets, they are those who announce the coming judgment. 

Worship (False): Engaging in religious rituals and practices without genuine devotion and obedience to God, which is unacceptable in the eyes of God.
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Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important ideas from the provided lecture excerpts by Dr. Gary Yates on the prophet Jeremiah, focusing on common misunderstandings about Old Testament prophets:
Briefing Document: Understanding the Old Testament Prophets, with a Focus on Jeremiah
Introduction
This document summarizes the key points made by Dr. Gary Yates in his lecture on the book of Jeremiah, specifically focusing on common misunderstandings about the nature and role of Old Testament prophets. Yates emphasizes that many people are unfamiliar with the prophetic books of the Bible, and his goal is to provide a more accurate understanding of figures like Jeremiah. He highlights that prophets were watchmen, messengers of God, and messengers of the covenant, announcing judgment and promising blessings based on the covenant with God.
I. Common Misunderstandings About the Prophets
Yates identifies three primary misconceptions surrounding the prophets:
A. Misunderstanding #1: Prophets as Simply Angry Messengers of a Raging God * The Misconception: Many view prophets as solely focused on delivering messages of God's wrath and impending destruction, seeing them as angry preachers who relish in talking about judgment. * |

Yates' Correction: While prophets do convey messages of divine anger and judgment (e.g., Jeremiah's pronouncements of Judah's destruction), they also express deep love, compassion, and mercy from God. Yates quotes Brent Sandy, stating that prophets present "God's love and God's wrath presented to us at the extremes." * 

Supporting Quotes and Examples: * "Jeremiah says in one place, I am filled with the wrath and the indignation of God." * "In Jeremiah chapter 9, verse 21, there is a picture of death climbing through the windows to take the lives of the people of Judah." * "Jeremiah chapter 12 verse 13 makes reference to the fierce anger of the Lord." * "I have loved you with an everlasting love." (Jeremiah 31:2) * "How can I give you up, O Ephraim?...I will not fully execute all of my anger because I love you." (Hosea 11:8-9) * "I take no pleasure in the death of the wicked." (Ezekiel 33:11) * "Can a woman forget her nursing child?...even if that could happen...yet I will not forget you." (Isaiah 49:14-15) * Key Takeaway: Prophets communicate both God's severe judgment and His profound, enduring love for His people. The purpose of warnings was to prompt repentance, not solely to destroy.
B. Misunderstanding #2: Prophets as Primarily Predictors of the Future * The Misconception: People often view prophets as "crystal ball gazers" whose main purpose was to predict the future and reveal the details of the "last days." * 

Yates' Correction: While prophets did make predictions that were always 100% accurate (Deuteronomy 18), their primary role was not foretelling (predicting the future) but forthtelling (communicating God's message). Most of their prophecies dealt with events in their own immediate time. * 

Supporting Quotes and Examples: * "They were not right 66% of the time. They were not right 50% of the time...they were right 100% of the time because God is always right." * "Two-thirds of the preaching of the prophets was foretelling... One-third of the preaching of the prophets is foretelling.” * "Fee and Stewart...say that as we look at the prophets, less than 2% of their prophecies are messianic prophecy. Less than 5% of their prophecies deal with the new covenant era and less than 1% of their prophecies deal with events that are still future." * Examples of modern misinterpretations seeking current events in prophecy are addressed (e.g., 9/11, the Iraq war). * 

Key Takeaway: The prophets are relevant today, not as a source for predicting specific future events, but because they addressed core issues of faith and life applicable to all times. They offer a general picture of the future rather than specific details, and their primary focus is on the people's current relationship with God.
C. Misunderstanding #3: Prophets as Irrelevant to Modern Christians * 

The Misconception: Because the prophets spoke to ancient Israel under the Old Covenant, some believe their message is not relevant to modern Christians. * 

Yates' Correction: Despite the time gap, the core issues addressed by the prophets are timeless and crucial for understanding our relationship with God today. They highlight major life issues related to idolatry, social injustice, and false worship, all of which are present today. * 


Supporting Quotes and Examples: * "The culture that the prophets were dealing with... is very much like ours." * Isaiah 5 is cited, noting similarities in social issues, moral confusion and disregard for God. * Yates emphasizes that "the prophets primarily ask us to focus on some very important life issues and things that relate to our relationship with God and to our mission as the church today." * 

Key Takeaway: The prophets address universal human problems; their messages on idolatry, injustice, and the nature of true worship are highly relevant for contemporary Christians.
II. Three Major Life Issues Addressed by the Prophets
Yates identifies three recurring themes in the prophetic books, emphasizing their relevance to modern life:
A. Idolatry: *

Definition: Idolatry is not just about worshipping physical images; it's trusting in anything other than God for security, significance, and fulfillment, “anything that we trust in for significance and security other than God himself.” This includes wealth, possessions, and worldly success. * 

Examples from Jeremiah: * Jeremiah 2:13: "My people have committed two evils. They have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and they have hewed out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that can hold no water.” * Jeremiah’s rebuke of the people’s many idols, their placement of idols within the temple and their sacrifice of children to pagan gods are cited as evidence of idolatry’s consequences. * 

Modern Relevance: Yates connects covetousness and greed to idolatry (Colossians 3:5), citing Calvin's idea that "the human heart is an idol factory." He suggests that we constantly struggle with placing trust in things other than God. * 

Key Takeaway: Idolatry is a spiritual problem that involves buying into the lies of our culture and placing our trust in anything other than God. We must consider what "idols" hold a place in our hearts.
B. Social Injustice: * 

Root Cause: Social injustice arises from greed and idolatry, as people become willing to mistreat others to acquire wealth. * 

Prophetic Critique: The prophets condemned Israel for failing to care for the poor, widows, and orphans, and for violating covenant commands of justice. The prophets called the people back to the ethical responsibilities God had given. * 

Examples: * Violations of Old Testament law were common- not returning cloaks, ignoring the year of debt cancelation, and mistreating the poor. * Isaiah 5:8-10: condemns the practice of acquiring land by exploiting the poor. * Amos 2: condemns the selling of the poor and the taking of stolen goods into the house of God. * 

Modern Relevance: Yates argues that the church has often neglected its responsibility to care for the poor and needy, a ministry that should be a central part of our mission. The early church's care for the poor is cited as an example (Acts 4). * 

Key Takeaway: Social justice is not a subsidiary ministry of the church, but a fundamental aspect of our calling. The prophets demonstrate the importance of upholding the responsibilities we have to each other.
C. False Worship: * 

Definition: False worship involves participating in rituals and sacrifices without a corresponding lifestyle of obedience and righteousness. The Lord cannot be manipulated by rituals and sacrifices, “God cannot be manipulated by rituals and sacrifices.” * 

Prophetic Critique: The prophets condemned the people's empty rituals, arguing that God desired justice, mercy, and humility rather than mere outward religious activity (Micah 6:8). * 

Examples: * Isaiah 1 condemns the empty sacrifices being offered when the hands of those offering them were stained with blood. * Amos condemns the people’s music and sacrifices when they were neglecting justice. * Jeremiah 7 emphasizes obedience over sacrifices. * 

Modern Relevance: The lecture argues that worship is not just about music or liturgy; it's about the condition of our hearts and whether our lives align with God's will. * 


Key Takeaway: True worship requires a life that aligns with what God desires and reflects our love for Him. Our hearts should be in alignment with God, not corrupted by our love for idols.
Conclusion
Dr. Yates' lecture urges us to move beyond common misinterpretations of the prophets. He emphasizes that they are not just angry messengers, future predictors, or irrelevant to modern life. Instead, they are powerful voices challenging us to address crucial issues of faith and life, calling us to avoid idolatry, embrace social justice, and engage in genuine worship. By recognizing the timeless relevance of the prophetic message, we can gain a deeper understanding of our relationship with God and our mission in the world. The book of Jeremiah, as we come to understand it through the lens of the prophets, is a call to the Church, to look within and ensure we are not repeating the sins of the past.
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5. FAQs on Yates, Jeremiah, Session 2, Misunderstanding the Prophets, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL)

Top of Form
Frequently Asked Questions about the Old Testament Prophets:
1. Are the Old Testament prophets primarily angry messengers focused on God's judgment and destruction?
2. While the prophets do convey strong messages about God's judgment and wrath against sin, it's a misunderstanding to see them only as angry messengers. The prophetic books also contain some of the most heartfelt expressions of God's love, mercy, and compassion. God's love and wrath are often presented at the extremes, with warnings of judgment serving as a call to repentance out of love for his people. God sends prophets as watchmen to give people a chance to repent, not solely to destroy them.
3. Were the prophets primarily focused on predicting the future, like crystal ball gazers?
4. No. While the prophets did make predictions, this was not their primary function. Two-thirds of their message was "forthtelling"—preaching, communicating, and applying God's word to the people's current situation, addressing their sins, their need for faith, and their relationship with God. Only one-third of their message focused on "foretelling" or predicting the future. Furthermore, most of those predictions were about events that would occur in the near term. Less than 2% of their prophecies are messianic, less than 5% relate to the New Covenant era, and less than 1% concern events that are still future. The prophets should not be primarily approached as a roadmap for eschatology.
5. Is the message of the Old Testament prophets irrelevant to us today since they spoke to people under the Old Covenant?
6. Absolutely not. While the prophets addressed specific historical contexts, they also deal with universal life issues that are just as relevant today. Their teachings on idolatry, social injustice, and false worship are timeless. They challenge us to examine our own hearts and lives and our relationship with God. The cultural issues of their time are surprisingly similar to modern-day problems, such as greed, moral confusion, and defiance of God, making their message intensely applicable today.
7. What is the main issue the prophets address regarding idolatry, and how does it apply today?
8. The prophets emphasized that idolatry is not just about bowing down to physical statues. It's about placing our trust in anything other than God for security and significance. In the context of the prophets, this was often tied to the worship of false gods. Today, idolatry can manifest as greed (covetousness) or materialism. Our culture encourages us to believe that wealth, possessions, and success will provide lasting fulfillment. By placing our devotion, love, and worship on these things instead of God, we commit the same sin of idolatry that Israel struggled with. Essentially, idolatry happens when we believe the culture's false stories about what will make us happy rather than trusting in God.
9. How did the prophets address social injustice, and why is this relevant for us?
10. The prophets strongly condemned the social injustices they witnessed, such as mistreatment of the poor, exploitation, and the failure to care for the needy. They stressed that worshiping a compassionate God requires expressing that compassion to those who are vulnerable. When Israel turned to idolatry, they also turned to greed, becoming more willing to harm or exploit others for their own benefit. Just as God calls for the cancellation of debt and care for the vulnerable in the Old Testament, Christians also have a responsibility to address social injustices. The early church even modeled this ethic in Acts, where those who had excess sold and gave to those in need, with no one in need.
11. What did the prophets mean by 'false worship', and what's the key takeaway for us today?
12. The prophets argued that worship is not merely about rituals, sacrifices, or religious practices. False worship occurs when those external acts are not accompanied by a heart fully devoted to God and living a life that reflects his values, especially regarding justice and compassion. They emphasized that God was not interested in sacrifices or ceremonies performed by people whose hands were full of blood or who had not cared for the poor and needy. Our worship must align with our lifestyles, demonstrating that our hearts are in line with God's will.


13. How did the prophets relate to the covenant between God and Israel? The prophets served as messengers of the covenant. They proclaimed judgment based on violations of the covenant's warnings and curses. They also proclaimed blessings based on the covenant's promises for those who would be faithful. The prophets were raised up by God during times of specific crises in order to remind Israel of their covenant obligations and call them back to faithfulness.
14. What is the key message the prophets provide for us today, considering their focus on idolatry, social injustice, and false worship? The prophets' primary message for us today is that true faith in God requires a holistic response. It’s not enough to avoid idolatry superficially, to show up in church or perform religious duties. Instead, we are called to live a life of devoted service to God, which means loving Him with all of our hearts, confronting idolatry in all of its forms, acting justly toward our neighbors, and caring for the poor and vulnerable. The prophets' messages about the heart behind our worship continue to be a relevant call for self-examination and spiritual growth.
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