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1. Abstract of Walton, Job, Session 8, Scene on Earth,
Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

This excerpt from John Walton's lecture series on the Book of Job analyzes the first five
verses, introducing Job as a blameless, prosperous, and devout non-Israelite. Walton
highlights the use of extremes in describing Job's character and possessions, suggesting
a deliberate literary technique. He focuses on Job's ritual sacrifices for his children,
interpreting this as potentially revealing a flawed view of God as petty and easily
offended, a vulnerability exploited in the subsequent narrative. The lecture sets the
stage for the heavenly scene, foreshadowing the conflict to come. Ultimately, this
section establishes Job's seemingly perfect exterior while hinting at an underlying
weakness in his understanding of God.

2. 10 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Walton’s, Job, Session 8 — Double click icon to play in
Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [Bel]
Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament 2>
Psalms & Wisdom - Job = Walton).
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3. Briefing Document

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided excerpt of John Walton's lecture on Job, Session 8: "Scene on Earth".

Briefing Document: John Walton on Job 1:1-5

Introduction: This briefing analyzes John Walton's interpretation of the opening verses
of the Book of Job (1:1-5). Walton focuses on the setting, Job’s character, his
possessions, and the significance of his ritual practices to understand Job’s view of God,
providing a foundation for the challenges to come.

Key Themes and Ideas:

1.

Setting & Job’s Identity:

Foreign Land: Job is introduced as a man from the land of Uz, a "mysterious
desert region" outside of the known Israelite world, likely associated with Edom.
This establishes him as a non-Israelite.

Quote: "That means that he's a foreigner and he's from some obscure, mysterious
place, barely on the perimeter of the known world for an ancient Israelite
audience.”

Region of Wisdom: Uz is described as an area known for its wisdom, which
provides context for the wisdom discourse later in the book.

Significance of Outsider: Although not an Israelite, the book addresses Israelite
issues and is directed toward an Israelite audience. This emphasizes the
universality of Job's struggles.

Job’s Character (Painted in Extremes):

Blameless and Upright: Job is described as "blameless" (Hebrew tam) and
"upright" (yashar), indicating his character and actions are of the highest integrity.
He lives up to God's expectations.

Not Sinless Perfection: Walton clarifies that these terms don’t imply sinless
perfection, but that Job is “the best that a human can be.” He is not in the divine
realm.

Fear of Elohim: Job "fears God" (Elohim), implying he takes God seriously based
on his limited knowledge of him. This is contrasted to Yahweh who is connected
with a more personal relationship (as seen with Abraham in Genesis).



Quote: “He fears Elohim. That means he takes him seriously based on what is
known of him.”

Ideal Figure: All aspects of Job are painted in extremes to move away from
simple, easy answers about suffering and piety.

. Job’s Possessions (Also in the Extreme):

Immense Wealth: Job’s possessions (cattle, camels, sheep, goats) are described
using stereotypical, ideal terms, signifying immense wealth and prosperity.

Quote: "everything is portrayed in ideal terms. He has achieved success and
prosperity by the highest possible standards. And so, again, in that way, we have
extremes portrayed."

Not Contrived: Walton emphasizes that while extreme, these descriptions are not
necessarily fabricated. The purpose is to use extremes that challenge easy
answers.

. Job’s Piety and Ritual Practices (Key to Understanding his Flaw):

Ritualistic Purity: Job performs a purification ritual after his children's banquets,
offering burnt offerings for each of them because he fears they may have “cursed
God in their hearts.” This was his regular custom.

Cursing vs. Blessing God: The Hebrew word used is “bless,” but it is used
euphemistically to imply “curse,” reflecting a cultural aversion to saying “curse
God.” This establishes a literary motif of cursing and blessing that runs through
the early chapters of Job.

Corporate vs. Individual Thinking: The phrase "in their hearts" refers to the
collective thinking within the banqueting group, rather than just individual,
private thoughts.

Meaning of Cursing God: Cursing God can involve contemptuous renunciation,
disavowing, or neglecting to give proper honor, including insults and implying God
is powerless or corrupt. Job’s later anger with God does not involve
contemptuous renunciation.

Job’s Flawed View of God: Walton argues that Job's ritualistic behavior is not
indicative of his children, but of his view of God. Job is portrayed as thinking that
God may be petty and easily offended. He is worried that God will take offense at
unguarded statements, and perhaps is trying to please an easily offended God.



Quote: “Job is considering the possibility that unguarded statements by his sons
and daughters might be made in the context of the banquet and that God would
take offense at such unguarded, not very complimentary statements.”

Connection to Challenge: Job's view of God as potentially petty makes him
vulnerable to the Challenger’s claims that Job only serves God for the benefits.
This sets up the conflict in the narrative.

Quote: “If Job is inclined to think of God as petty, he may well be ready to think
that, that it's really all about benefits and that it's not about righteousness per

n

se.

Not Part of Positive Characterization: Walton concludes that these verses do not
add to the positive characterization of Job, but are a chink in his armor that can
be exploited.

Summary of Job 1:1-5 (Walton's interpretation):

Job is introduced as a man of immense integrity and possessions, but also
someone who may view God as petty and easily offended.

Job’s piety, in the form of ritualistic purification, highlights a potential flaw in his
thinking and opens the door for the challenge by the Challenger.

These verses set the stage for the narrative conflict to come, where Job’s faith will
be tested.

Conclusion: Walton's analysis of Job 1:1-5 emphasizes that the seemingly perfect
character of Job masks a vulnerability — a possible flawed view of God as petty and easily
offended. This weakness, revealed through his ritualistic practices, forms the basis for
the challenges to come in the book, suggesting that the focus is not simply on Job's
righteousness, but on the nature of his relationship with God. This initial
characterization of Job being "above reproach," but with a “chink in his armor”, creates
narrative tension and the need for more narrative.

4. Job Study Guide: Session 8, Scene on Earth

Book of Job: Scene on Earth - Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences.



Where is the land of Uz located, and what is significant about its location
concerning the Book of Job?

What does the Hebrew word tam mean, and how is it used to describe Job?
What does the phrase "fears Elohim" mean in the context of Job’s description?
How are Job's possessions described in the text, and what does this suggest?
What was Job's ritual practice following his children's banquets?

How does the phrase "in their hearts" differ when applied to individuals versus a
group in the Book of Job?

Explain the euphemistic use of "bless" when it actually means "curse" in the text.
What are some ways that one might curse God, according to the text?

According to Walton, what does Job's ritualistic behavior suggest about his view
of God?

10. What is the "chink in Job's armor" mentioned at the end of the lecture, and how

does it relate to the narrative?

Quiz Answer Key

1.

The land of Uz is located in a mysterious desert region, possibly in the Syrian
desert, near Edom, to the south and east of Israel. This makes Job a foreigner,
outside of the Israelite community, although the book addresses Israelite issues.

The Hebrew word tam means "blameless," and it describes Job's character as one
of integrity and faithfulness. It suggests he is without guilt and behaves according
to God's expectations.

"Fears Elohim" means Job takes God seriously based on what is known about him,
not necessarily based on a personal relationship as with Yahweh. This shows
reverence based on knowledge, not intimate connection.

Job's possessions are described in extreme terms—immense numbers of
livestock—as ideal stereotypes of wealth and prosperity. This demonstrates his
success and high status.

Following his children's banquets, Job would perform a ritual in which he purified
them and offered burnt offerings for each child. This was done because he was
concerned that they may have sinned and cursed God in their hearts.



When applied to individuals, "in their hearts" refers to private thoughts; however,
when applied to a group like Job's children at their banquets, it can refer to
shared, corporate thinking. This suggests a communal, not individual concern.

The word "bless" is used euphemistically in place of "curse" when referring to
God. This usage is a matter of cultural sensitivity, avoiding putting "curse" and
"God" next to each other.

One could curse God through frivolous oaths using God's name, using words of
power like hexes against God, speaking contemptuously about God, or stating
that God is powerless. All these actions diminish and dishonor God.

Job's ritualistic behavior suggests he might view God as petty, as someone who
could be easily offended by unguarded statements, even if unintentionally. This
view stems from Job's worry about his children's private thoughts or actions.

10.The "chink in Job's armor" is that Job might view God as petty, meaning he thinks

God is more concerned with pleasing him through obedience than about Job's
righteousness. This potential weakness opens the path for the Challenger's
challenge.

Essay Questions

1.

Analyze the significance of the geographic and cultural context of the land of Uz
in the Book of Job, and how it affects our understanding of Job’s character and
challenges.

Discuss the use of extremes in describing Job’s character, possessions, and piety,
and how these extremes serve to establish the thematic elements of the Book of
Job.

Compare and contrast the different ways that "blessing" and "cursing" are used in
the first few chapters of Job, paying close attention to the context and
implications of each use.

Explore the role of Job's ritualistic behavior in verses four and five of chapter one,
and evaluate how this behavior reveals potential flaws in Job's understanding of
God's nature.

Examine the narrative structure of Job 1:1-5 and explain how it sets the stage for
the challenges that Job faces, paying particular attention to the 'chink in Job's
armor.'



Glossary of Key Terms

Uz: A mysterious land located to the south and east of Israel, possibly in the
Syrian desert, often associated with Edom. It is the homeland of Job, making him
a foreigner in relation to the Israelite audience.

Tam (Dn): A Hebrew word meaning "blameless" or "complete," referring to a
person of integrity and faultless character. Used to describe Job.

Yashar (W¢'): A Hebrew word meaning "upright" or "just," referring to a person
who behaves righteously and justly in their actions. Used to describe Job.

Elohim: A Hebrew word for "God," often used in a more general or powerful
sense, not as personally intimate as Yahweh.

Yahweh: The personal name of the God of Israel, often implying a close, covenant
relationship.

Euphemism: A mild or indirect word or expression substituted for one considered
to be too harsh or blunt. In the text, "bless" is used euphemistically for "curse" in
reference to God.

Challenger: A figure in the Book of Job who challenges God’s relationship with
Job. The text does not give him a specific name.

Ritual: A set of actions or religious ceremonies with symbolic meaning, prescribed
or established by a tradition. Job's burnt offerings after his children’s banquets
are an example.

Corporate Thinking: A shared understanding, thought process, or mindset within
a group, as opposed to an individual perspective. In the context, the phrase “in
their hearts” refers to this corporate aspect.

Contemptuous Renunciation: Disavowing or rejecting something with disdain or scorn,

especially by refusing to give proper honors or respect. Walton suggests that "cursing
God" might involve this.

5. FAQs on Walton, Job, Session 8, Scene on Earth,
Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Job 1:1-5

What is significant about Job's origins in the land of Uz? Job's origin in the land
of Uz is significant because it places him as an outsider, a foreigner from a



mysterious desert region located to the south and east of Israel, possibly
associated with Edom. This highlights that the Book of Job, while addressing
Israelite issues, concerns a non-Israelite figure, and speaks to a wider audience.
The region is known for its wisdom.

How is Job's character portrayed in the initial verses? Job's character is
portrayed in extreme terms. He is described as "blameless" (tam) and "upright"
(yashar), indicating a person of integrity who behaves according to God’s
expectations and enjoys God'’s favor. He fears God (Elohim), meaning he takes
God seriously based on what is known of Him, similar to other non-Israelites who
fear God. Though not sinless perfection, he is the best a human can be. His
possessions are also portrayed in the extreme, as immense, reflecting his status
as someone who has achieved success and prosperity by the highest standards.

What ritual practices did Job perform and why? Job performed a ritual practice
of offering burnt offerings for each of his children after their birthday feasts. He
did this out of concern that his children might have "cursed God in their hearts"
during the festivities. He was not worried about their private thoughts, but the
corporate thinking at their get-togethers. He perceived the possibility of God
taking offense at unguarded or irreverent statements his children might make and
felt it necessary to perform this purification ritual.

What does it mean to "curse God in one's heart" in this context? In this context,
"cursing God in one's heart" does not necessarily mean a private, individual act of
rebellion. When applied to a group, "in their hearts" can refer to a corporate or
shared sentiment. Furthermore, the Hebrew word used is actually "bless,"
employed euphemistically to avoid putting the word "curse" directly next to God'’s
name. It can refer to expressions of contempt or renunciation of God, perhaps by
speaking negatively of Him or stating He is powerless or corrupt. It refers to a lack
of proper honor for God, and not just simply negative words.



How does the concept of blessing and cursing function as a motif in the early
chapters of Job? The motif of blessing and cursing is a significant element in the
early chapters. God initially blesses Job with children and possessions and blesses
him again by praising him to the Challenger. The challenge by the Challenger,
however, results in Job's loss of his material wealth. The Challenger suggests Job
will “bless” (curse) God to his face, while Job is worried his children might “bless”
(curse) God in their hearts. Job's wife even urges him to bless/curse God. Job
doesn’t bless/curse God as his wife suggested, but curses the day of his birth. The
interchange between these words highlight how praise can become a curse and
how true loyalty to God is more complicated than mere outward words.

What does Job's ritualistic behavior reveal about his view of God? Job's
ritualistic behavior, particularly his concern about his children possibly cursing
God in their hearts and his subsequent sacrifices, suggests a flawed view of God.
It indicates that Job may have seen God as petty, easily offended, and demanding,
requiring constant appeasement, even for things that were said inadvertently. It
highlights a transactional relationship with God rather than one of true devotion,
in Job's mind.

In what way is Job's piety not entirely positive? While Job is presented as being
above reproach in character and actions, his ritualistic piety demonstrates a
potential weakness. His actions suggest a view of God as petty, potentially
manipulative, and easily offended, meaning it's not a purely altruistic devotion,
but rather born of fear. This flaw in his thinking becomes a point of exploitation
that contributes to the challenges he faces. It’s not actually the positive act of
devotion that it might appear to be, rather the sign of a flaw.

How does the setup in Job 1:1-5 foreshadow the challenges Job will face later in
the book? The verses in chapter 1 set the stage for the narrative to come. The
description of Job's extreme righteousness and immense wealth creates a
character ripe for testing. The subtle indication of a possible flaw in Job's view of
God, namely that he sees God as petty, opens the door for the challenge from the
Challenger, who asserts that Job's piety is contingent on God’s blessings rather
than genuine faith. This sets the foundation for the subsequent trials of Job.



