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Dr. Elaine Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, 

Session 9, The Galilee 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Briefing Document, 4) Study Guide, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 9, The 

Galilee, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. Elaine Phillips' "Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 9" is a lecture focusing on 

the Galilee region during Jesus' ministry. The lecture combines geographical, historical, 

and archaeological data to provide context for understanding the Gospels. Specific 

locations like Capernaum, Nazareth, and Sepphoris are examined, along with their 

significance in relation to Jesus' life and ministry. The lecture also explores the political 

and religious landscape of the time, including the influence of Rome and the cultural 

implications of Jesus' teachings. Finally, the lecture connects the geography and history 

of the Galilee to interpretations of biblical texts. 

2.  18 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 9 –  

Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the 

Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link 

there (Introduction & Languages → Introductory Series → 

Introduction to Biblical Studies).  
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3. Briefing Document 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from 

the provided source, "Phillips_IBS_EN_Session09.pdf": 

Briefing Document: The Galilee Regional Study 

Overview: This session focuses on the geographical region of Galilee (ha-galil) in 

northern Israel, its historical context, and its significance in both the Old and New 

Testaments, particularly concerning the ministry of Jesus. Dr. Phillips uses maps, 

historical context, and archaeological findings to illustrate the importance of this region. 

The lecture emphasizes how understanding the geography, geology, and history of the 

Galilee helps provide a deeper appreciation of the biblical narratives. 

Main Themes and Key Ideas: 

1. The Galilee (ha-galil): 

• The lecture establishes the proper Hebrew term for Galilee as "ha-galil," 

emphasizing this is the more common usage in Israel. 

• Galilee is a crucial region in the Gospels as it was the main area of Jesus’ ministry. 

• Isaiah 9:1-2 is highlighted as a significant passage that prophesies the future 

honor of Galilee of the Gentiles, associating it with light and hope. "In the past, he 

humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali... but in the future, he will 

honor Galilee of the Gentiles...The people walking in darkness have seen a great 

light." 

1. Historical Context Between the Testaments: 

• The lecture provides a historical overview of the region following the exile of the 

Northern Kingdom in 722 BC. 

• The Assyrian policy of repopulation led to the area being called "Galilee of the 

Gentiles" due to the influx of non-Israelite peoples and their worship practices. 

• Alexander the Great and the rise of Hellenism greatly impacted the region, 

including the subsequent Seleucid and Ptolemaic dynasties. 

• The Maccabean Revolt led to a brief period of Jewish independence where, under 

Aristobulus, the Galilee was forcibly brought under Jewish control, a fact with 

significant religious and social implications. 
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• Roman intervention, beginning with Pompey in 63 BC, brought Roman control to 

the area, adding further complexity. "We've got an incredibly complicated 

business going on in terms of different groups of people, in terms of religious 

affiliations, in terms of Roman control, and Roman presence." 

1. Geography and Topography of Lower Galilee: 

• Boundaries: The southern boundary is the Jezreel and Harod Valleys; the eastern 

boundary is the Rift Valley and Sea of Galilee; the northern boundary is the Beit 

HaKarem Valley; the western boundary is the coastal plain and Mediterranean 

Sea. 

• Geology: The area has both limestone and basalt, which both create very fertile 

soil. 

• Ridges: The ridges in Lower Galilee run east-west, unlike the north-south ridges of 

the hill country. These valleys funnel moisture-laden clouds from the 

Mediterranean to the Sea of Galilee, creating frequent storms. 

• Significance of Arbel Pass: A crucial pass between the Sea of Galilee and higher 

elevations, believed to be a route likely taken by Jesus. The Horns of Hattin serve 

as a landmark near the pass. 

• The Sea of Galilee is below sea level (approximately 600-700 feet), leading to a 

more dense atmosphere and contributing to the stormy conditions. "When you've 

got this cool, moist air coming in here, it creates storms on the Sea of Galilee. All 

that to say... when Jesus and his disciples are in boats on the Sea of Galilee, it 

happens on more than one occasion, and the storm comes up at night." 

1. Key Cities in Galilee and their Significance: 

• Nazareth: Jesus' hometown, where his initial ministry began, which ended in 

rejection. 

• Dr. Philips notes the Nazareth Ridge as part of Jesus' "backyard" from which he 

could see much Old Testament history play out on the Jezreel Valley floor. 

• Cana: The location of Jesus' first miracle (turning water into wine) and the healing 

of an official's son. The lecture notes the "most likely" site for Cana. 
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• Sepphoris: A significant Roman city and capital of Galilee, being rebuilt during the 

time of Jesus's youth. It is suggested that Jesus and Joseph may have worked here 

as stonemasons. It later became a rabbinic center, showcasing the complexity of 

the city's history. "The suggestion is... when Jesus was assisting his father Joseph 

in Nazareth, they may have been... making a daily commute... to Sepphoris and 

working there, most likely as a stonemason..." The presence of a theater in 

Sepphoris suggests an influence on the term "hypocrite," given the Greek origin 

of the word meaning "actor." 

• Capernaum: Jesus' base of operations for a substantial part of his ministry in 

Galilee, strategically located near the border between Herod Antipas's and 

Philip's territories. It was a significant area of commerce, fishing, and possibly 

olive oil pressing. 

• Chorazin and Bethsaida: These cities, along with Capernaum, were rebuked by 

Jesus for their lack of faith despite the miracles performed there. "Woe to you, 

Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida!...I tell you, it will be more bearable for Tyre and 

Sidon on the day of judgment...and you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the 

skies? No, you will go down to the depths." 

• Gennesaret and Bethsaida Plains: Areas known for their agricultural richness, 

particularly in the production of olive oil. 

1. The Sea of Galilee: 

• Also known as the Lake of Tiberias or the Kinneret. 

• It is a body of water approximately 13 miles long and 7-8 miles wide, with a harp-

like shape (Kinneret comes from the Hebrew word for harp) 

• Historically, large bodies of water were associated with chaos and the abyss. 

• The lecture notes that the storms on the Sea of Galilee are a common 

phenomenon, due to the topographical features that channel the weather and 

that Jesus’ control over the sea would have been another indication of his divine 

nature. 

• Mendel Nun's discovery of first-century harbors and fishing equipment highlights 

the historical importance of fishing in the area. 

• The low water levels of the Sea of Galilee in recent history have revealed 

significant archaeological finds, including the Galilee Boat. 
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1. Jesus' Ministry in Galilee: 

• Jesus' move from Nazareth to Capernaum is a major shift in the Gospel narrative 

and connected to Old Testament prophecy. 

• The lecture links the tribal inheritance of Naphtali to the setting of Jesus' early 

ministry in that area, citing Isaiah 9:1-2. 

• Herod’s violent military campaign in the Galilee area was a significant backdrop 

for the start of Jesus’s ministry. 

• The calling of the disciples, who were fishermen, is discussed in light of the fishing 

industry around the Sea of Galilee. "Peter says, oh, depart from me because I'm a 

sinful man... suddenly realizing that if Jesus can see into the sea, as it were... Jesus 

can see into his heart." 

• The lecture connects Jesus' teaching on sin and consequences using the image of 

millstones and the "depths of the sea" in the context of the olive pressing 

industry at Capernaum. 

• The lecture discusses the significance of the “insula” housing in Capernaum and 

suggests the houses may be a reference point for understanding Jesus’ words 

about “preparing a place for you” in his father’s house. The lecture suggests that 

the traditional site of Peter’s mother-in-law’s house at Capernaum became an 

early pilgrimage site. 

1. The "Retirement Ministry" and Journey to Caesarea Philippi: 

• The lecture discusses a "retirement" phase of Jesus’s ministry where he leaves 

Herod's territory and goes to Tyre and Sidon and to the Decapolis, eventually 

making his way to Caesarea Philippi. 

• The lecture notes that Hazor was an important site that has both Israelite and 

Canaanite remains and that it was destroyed by a massive fire. 

• Mount Hermon’s high elevation and numerous springs create the headwaters of 

the Jordan, with two important springs at Dan and Caesarea. 

• Caesarea Philippi is shown as a pagan worship site due to the Cave of Pan and 

other temples there. 
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• The context of pagan worship at Caesarea Philippi sets the stage for Peter's 

declaration that Jesus is the Messiah and also the discussion on the building of 

the church. Dr. Philips suggests that Jesus’ reference to “this rock” may be 

speaking of the church confronting paganism rather than the rock being the 

foundation for the church. "Perhaps we can translate that preposition as against. 

And if we do, then Jesus is saying something powerful with regard to the church. 

The church will then not be on the defense. The church is going to be confronting 

all instances of pagan false worship against this rock..." 

• The lecture connects the Transfiguration with the time of the Feast of 

Tabernacles, with Moses and Elijah appearing with Jesus. 

• This event serves as a turning point, with Jesus setting his face to go to Jerusalem. 

Conclusion: Dr. Phillips provides a rich, multi-layered perspective on the Galilee region. 

Through a combination of geographical, historical, and archaeological evidence, she 

creates a context for understanding Jesus' ministry, highlighting the complex and 

fascinating interplay between the natural world, history, and the biblical narratives. The 

lecture emphasizes the importance of understanding the specific landscape and its 

history to more fully grasp the events recorded in both the Old and New Testaments. 

The focus on the Galilee provides a vivid example of how the physical and cultural 

context enriches our reading and understanding of the Bible. 
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4.  Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies, Session 9,  

The Galilee 

The Galilee Regional Study Guide 

Quiz 

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences. 

1. What is the significance of the name "ha-galil" and why is it important when 

studying the New Testament? 

2. How did the Assyrian repopulation policy in 722 BC impact the identity of the 

Northern Kingdom? 

3. Explain the political situation in the Galilee during the intertestamental period, 

highlighting the influence of Hellenism. 

4. Describe the geographical significance of the Horns of Hattin and the Arbel Pass in 

relation to travel in the Galilee region. 

5. What are the main geographical boundaries of Lower Galilee, and what 

distinguishes it from Upper Galilee? 

6. How do the east-west valleys of Lower Galilee affect weather patterns in the 

region, particularly around the Sea of Galilee? 

7. Why is the city of Sepphoris significant, and what is the suggestion regarding its 

connection to Jesus' early life? 

8. What are the different names used to refer to the Sea of Galilee, and what is the 

etymology behind the name "Kinneret"? 

9. According to Dr. Phillips, what was the prevailing attitude towards large bodies of 

water during the time of Jesus? 

10. Describe the significance of Capernaum in the ministry of Jesus, noting its 

geographic and economic context. 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. "Ha-galil" is the Hebrew term for "the Galilee," emphasizing that it is a specific 

region. It's important to use "the Galilee" rather than "in Galilee" in academic 

writing about the New Testament to align with the original language and Israeli 

usage. 
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2. The Assyrian policy of bringing in new populations and deporting others disrupted 

the local culture and identity because it was often tied to the land. This resulted 

in a mix of peoples and religious practices in the Northern Kingdom. 

3. Following Alexander the Great, Hellenism influenced the area, and the Seleucid 

and Ptolemaic dynasties vied for control of the land. This led to a revolt by the 

Maccabees, and a brief period of Jewish independence, and later Roman control. 

4. The Horns of Hattin is a prominent geographical feature, and the Arbel Pass is a 

crucial natural pathway. These formations served as a landmark, and made travel 

between the Sea of Galilee and the surrounding regions accessible. 

5. Lower Galilee is bounded by the Jezreel Valley to the south, the Rift Valley to the 

east, the Beit HaKarem Valley to the north, and the Plain of Akko and the 

Mediterranean Sea to the west. It is lower in elevation and less rugged than the 

isolated Upper Galilee. 

6. The east-west valleys funnel moisture-laden clouds from the Mediterranean, 

causing rain and storms over the Sea of Galilee. The low elevation of the Sea 

creates a denser atmosphere, further contributing to these weather patterns. 

7. Sepphoris was a Roman capital in the Galilee, and was being rebuilt while Jesus 

was a child, suggesting he may have worked there. Its Roman influence and 

culture could have influenced Jesus' teachings. 

8. The Sea of Galilee is also called the Lake of Tiberias and the Kinneret. Kinneret 

means harp in Hebrew and is a descriptive term for the shape of the lake. 

9. Large bodies of water were often viewed as chaotic, mysterious, and dangerous. 

The water represented the abyss. This is in contrast to modern concepts of water 

sports and safety around water. 

10. Capernaum was a significant base of Jesus' ministry. Its location was near a 

border, a major trade route, and it was economically prosperous with fishing and 

olive oil industries. 
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Essay Questions 

Instructions: Write an essay that thoroughly addresses each of the following questions, 

drawing on material from the provided source. 

1. Analyze the interplay between geography, history, and culture in shaping the 

Galilee during the time of Jesus, focusing on specific examples from the provided 

source. 

2. Discuss the significance of the Sea of Galilee in the ministry of Jesus. Consider the 

environmental, economic, and spiritual aspects presented in the lecture, and 

evaluate why it may have been important to his work. 

3. Compare and contrast the religious and political influences of the Greco-Roman 

world on the Galilee with the traditions and beliefs of the Jewish people living in 

the region, as discussed by Dr. Phillips. 

4. Evaluate the impact of the Old Testament and its geographical context on the life 

and teachings of Jesus, using the examples of Isaiah, Jonah, and the historical 

setting of Nazareth to support your claims. 

5. Explore the role of archaeology in understanding the context of the New 

Testament, referring to how it helps illuminate historical, social, and cultural 

aspects of the Galilee mentioned in the lecture. 

 

Glossary 

Arbel Cliffs: A prominent cliff face near the Sea of Galilee, known for its caves and a 

significant pass. 

Arbel Pass: A key route through the Arbel Cliffs, providing a passage from the lower 

elevations of the Sea of Galilee to the surrounding highlands. 

Baal worship: A form of ancient Canaanite religion that often involved practices 

condemned by biblical tradition. 

Basalt: A dark, volcanic rock common in the eastern Lower Galilee; when eroded, it 

contributes to fertile soil. 

Beit HaKarem Valley: A valley serving as the northern boundary of Lower Galilee. 

Capernaum: A town on the northwest shore of the Sea of Galilee that became a major 

center for Jesus' ministry. 
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Caesarea Philippi: A city located at the base of Mount Hermon, known for its temples 

and pagan worship. 

Decapolis: A group of ten Greco-Roman cities, mostly located east of the Rift Valley, that 

had some influence on Jesus' ministry. 

Galilee: The northern region of ancient Israel, referred to as "ha-galil" in Hebrew, that 

was the primary location of Jesus' earthly ministry. 

Gennesaret (Plain of): An agriculturally fertile plain located on the northwest edge of 

the Sea of Galilee. 

Hellenism: The influence of Greek culture, language, and thought on other regions and 

peoples. 

Herod Antipas: Son of Herod the Great, he ruled the Galilee during the time of Jesus' 

ministry. 

Horns of Hattin: A distinctive topographic feature near the Sea of Galilee that has 

significance as a travel landmark and as the site of a major battle during the Crusades. 

Insula housing: A type of multi-unit dwelling common in the Galilee, which 

accommodated extended families. 

Jezreel Valley: A major valley in the southern boundary of Lower Galilee with significant 

historical importance in the Old Testament. 

Kinneret: The Hebrew name for the Sea of Galilee, meaning "harp," a reference to its 

shape. 

Limestone: A sedimentary rock common in the western Lower Galilee; when eroded, it 

contributes to fertile soil. 

Lower Galilee: The southern portion of the Galilee region, characterized by its lower 

elevation and east-west valleys. 

Mount Hermon: A high, snow-covered mountain at the northern edge of Israel that is a 

source of the Jordan River and likely where the Transfiguration took place. 

Mount Tabor: A prominent mountain in the Jezreel Valley that also appears in the Old 

Testament, though the transfiguration likely took place on Mount Hermon. 

Nazareth: A town in the Galilee where Jesus grew up. 
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Nazareth Ridge: The ridge near the village of Nazareth where Jesus may have been led 

to be thrown off a cliff. 

Plain of Akko: A plain that stretches along the Mediterranean coast, marking the 

western boundary of the Galilee. 

Rift Valley: A major geological depression extending from north to south, bordering the 

eastern edge of Lower Galilee and containing the Jordan River and the Sea of Galilee. 

Sepphoris: A major city that was the Roman capital of the Galilee, and where some 

suggest that Jesus may have worked with his father. 

Shephelah: The area of low hills between the coastal plain and the central hill country of 

Israel. 

Upper Galilee: The northern, more mountainous and isolated part of Galilee. 
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5. FAQs on Phillips, Introduction to Biblical Studies,  

Session 9, The Galilee, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

Okay, here's an 8-question FAQ based on the provided source, formatted using 

markdown: 

FAQ: The Galilee Region in the Bible 

• What is the significance of the term "Galilee" in both the Old and New 

Testaments? 

• In the Old Testament (or First Testament), "Galilee" (Hebrew: ha-galil, "the 

Galilee") is not frequently mentioned. It gains prominence in the New Testament 

Gospels, where much of Jesus' ministry takes place. Isaiah 9:1-2 references it as 

"Galilee of the Gentiles," pointing to its historical context as a region inhabited by 

a mix of peoples following the Assyrian exile of the Northern Kingdom in 722 BC. 

This repopulation policy led to a blending of cultures and religions, contributing to 

the Galilee's unique character, distinct from the more strictly Jewish Judea. The 

term "Galilee of the Gentiles" highlights its mixed population and foreign 

influences, which would play a role in the story of Jesus. 

• What historical events shaped the Galilee between the Old and New 

Testaments? 

• Following the exile of the Northern Kingdom, the Assyrians brought in other 

populations, creating the "Galilee of the Gentiles." Later, Alexander the Great and 

his successors brought Hellenistic (Greek) influence. The region became a 

contested area between the Seleucid (Syrian) and Ptolemaic (Egyptian) dynasties. 

The Maccabean revolt led to a brief period of Jewish quasi-independence under 

the Hasmonean state, during which the Galilee was forcibly brought under Jewish 

control, leading to religious and social implications. Finally, Roman intervention in 

63 BC established Roman presence, bringing an even greater mix of cultures, 

influences, and religions to the area which included Roman control as well as 

Roman cities. 
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• What is the significance of the topography and weather patterns in the Galilee? 

The Lower Galilee features east-west running ridges and valleys, which funnel moisture-

laden winds from the Mediterranean Sea toward the Sea of Galilee, contributing to 

frequent storms. This area also has very fertile soil from the weathering of the limestone 

and basalt that are found in the area. The Sea of Galilee itself is below sea level, causing 

a denser atmosphere which also contributes to the storms. The Arbel cliffs and its pass 

are crucial for travel between the Sea of Galilee and the plains to the west, forming an 

important road junction that Jesus would likely have used. The Jezreel Valley to the 

south was a setting of many Old Testament stories that would have been part of Jesus' 

and his audience's historical and religious knowledge. 

• Why did Jesus move his base of operations from Nazareth to Capernaum? 

After facing rejection in Nazareth, Jesus moved to Capernaum, a city located at the 

northwestern part of the Sea of Galilee, closer to the border between Herod Antipas’s 

territory and Philip the Tetrarch’s. Capernaum had an important location with fertile 

plains and access to trade routes and fisheries. The move positioned Jesus in an area 

with a variety of economic activity (fishing and agriculture), trade and travel which 

would make it a place with a diverse audience for his teachings, as well as creating a 

setting closer to the Roman influence of Sepphoris and the more Greek influenced 

Decapolis. It was also located on the edge of the traditional tribal inheritance of 

Naphtali, which Isaiah prophesied a light would shine in the future. 

• What were some key locations around the Sea of Galilee and their significance 

to Jesus' ministry? 

• Besides Capernaum, other notable places include: Cana, where Jesus performed 

his first miracle turning water into wine; Bethsaida, which is not entirely certain 

exactly which site is the right site today and along with Chorazin were rebuke by 

Jesus in Matthew 11 for the lack of belief seen there; The plain of Gennesaret 

with its rich agriculture; And the sea itself was central to several stories of 

miracles, particularly the stories of Jesus calming storms, where the very storms 

common on the Sea of Galilee became a way to show Jesus' power over nature. 

In addition, there are remains of 30 small, first century basalt harbors on the 

northwestern side of the Sea of Galilee which give some clues to the importance 

of fishing in the region. 
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• How did the presence of Roman culture impact the Galilee? 

Roman influence was significant, especially in cities like Sepphoris, the Roman capital of 

the Galilee. The rebuilding of Sepphoris during Jesus' lifetime likely meant that he and 

his father Joseph, who was a builder, may have commuted there to work as 

stonemasons. The Roman presence, particularly with the presence of a theater at 

Sepphoris, gave rise to a cultural understanding of the concept of a "hypocrite" being an 

"actor". The valleys that ran east-west into the area also served as routes for Roman 

influence and culture. This blend of Jewish and Roman cultures created a complex social 

environment, with a mix of languages, beliefs and practices that played out in the 

background of the stories of Jesus. 

• What do we know about fishing in the Galilee during Jesus’ time and how does 

it relate to the Gospels? 

• Fishing was a primary economic activity in the region. Archaeological evidence 

such as harbors and weights for nets confirm this. The disciples of Jesus were 

fishermen, a point brought out in many gospel accounts, especially in the calling 

of the disciples in Luke chapter 5. Jesus used this occupation as a starting point 

for calling his disciples to be “fishers of men.” Additionally, a first-century boat 

found in the Sea of Galilee provides a clearer picture of the type of craft used by 

fishermen at that time, and gives us a visual of what boats Jesus and his disciples 

would have used. 

• What is the importance of Caesarea Philippi in the context of Jesus' ministry? 

• Caesarea Philippi, located at the base of Mount Hermon and in proximity to Dan, 

was a significant center of pagan worship. It was a place where people 

worshipped Pan as well as other Greco-Roman deities. This area provided a stark 

contrast to the monotheism of Judaism, setting the stage for Jesus' questions to 

his disciples about his identity in Matthew 16. Here, Peter confesses Jesus as the 

Christ, the Son of the Living God and Jesus proclaims, "upon this rock, I will build 

my church." The reference to a petra (a rock cliff) in relation to building the 

church, may be a reference to the confrontation that the church would have with 

the false worship represented by the temples there. This confession at Caesarea 

Philippi marks a pivotal point in the gospels as Jesus begins to teach on his 

upcoming suffering and resurrection. The very landscape of the area, the "stone-

dead gods" and the physical rocky outcroppings, highlights the magnitude of 

Peter's confession and the work of the church. 


