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1. Abstract of Mathewson, Hermeneutics, Session 28, Summary and
Synthesis, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Mathewson's lecture summarizes various hermeneutical theories and interpretive
methods used to understand biblical texts. It explores author-centered, text-centered,
and reader-centered approaches, as well as post-modern perspectives. The lecture then
proposes an evangelical approach that integrates these diverse methods, emphasizing
the Bible as both God's word and the product of human authors. This approach involves
examining the text's historical context, literary genre, and theological implications while
acknowledging the interpreter's own biases. Finally, it advocates for an eclectic method,

incorporating multiple perspectives to arrive at a comprehensive and applicable
understanding.

2. 10 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Mathewson, Hermeneutics, Session 28 — Double click icon
to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link
there (Introduction & Languages = Introductory Series 2
Hermeneutics).

Mathewson_Herme
N_SessionZ28. mp3



3. Briefing Document

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important
ideas from the provided source,

"Mathewson_Herm_EN_Lecture28 SummaryConclusion.pdf," including direct quotes
where relevant:

Briefing Document: Hermeneutics and Biblical Interpretation

Overall Theme: This lecture summary aims to integrate various hermeneutical theories
and interpretive methods into an evangelical approach to biblical interpretation. It
emphasizes understanding the Bible as both the inspired Word of God and a human
document with historical and cultural roots, while providing a practical method for
approaching the text.

Key Themes and Ideas:
1. Hermeneutics as Understanding:

e Hermeneutics is defined as the process of asking how we understand or know
something, especially in the context of interpreting texts.

e Quote: "Looking at hermeneutics as sort of asking or raising the question, how it
is we understand or know something?"

e Itinvolves exploring various theories that explain what we do when we read,
interpret, and attempt to understand a text, including author-centered, text-
centered, and reader-centered approaches.

e Interpretation involves applying principles and methods to the biblical text to
understand and make sense of it.

2. Multi-Dimensional Nature of the Biblical Text:

e The text possesses multiple dimensions, including historical, cultural, literary,
linguistic, and theological dimensions.

e Quote: "In one sense, what we're doing with the different hermeneutical theories
and interpretive approaches is simply recognizing the multi-dimension of the
text."

e Various interpretive methods are necessary to probe these different dimensions
effectively.



e Quote: "The various interpretive approaches that we have been discussing are
necessary because they help us to probe or come to grips with the different
dimensions of the biblical text."

3. Integrating Hermeneutical Approaches:

e The goalis to integrate historical, text-centered, and even reader-centered
approaches into an evangelical approach that values the Bible as God's Word
while acknowledging its human origins.

e This integration seeks to affirm both divine inspiration and human authorship.

e Quote: "That is an approach that takes seriously the Bible as God's word for his
people and takes seriously the Bible as both the words of God but also the words
of human authors as well."

4, Author's Intention as a Valid Goal:

e Despite challenges, determining the author's intention is considered a valid and
necessary goal in biblical interpretation.

e Quote: "So therefore, author's intention is still a valid goal, again, however
imperfectly it will be arrived at, however much we cannot achieve absolute
certainty regarding the author's intent, however elusive it might appear to be at
times, at the same time it appears that it still is a worthy goal and a necessary
goal."

e Interpretation should be justified in light of what the author could have and likely
intended. The goal is not to uncover the author's thought process, but rather
their probable intention as revealed in the text.

e Complete relativism, which denies any stable meaning, is seen as inconsistent
with the Bible as the Word of God.

5. Text-Centered Approaches are Valid and Necessary:

e Since the Bible is inspired, the final text itself is viewed as the very Word of God,
making text-centered approaches valid.

e Quote: "Since the Bible is the word of God in the written text, the final product is
nothing less than the word of God, those methods that focus on the text are valid
and, to some degree, necessary."



Methods like grammatical analysis, lexical analysis, redaction criticism, contextual
analysis, literary approaches, and genre criticism are considered valuable for
engaging with the text.

6. Historical Approaches are Also Valid and Necessary:

Because the Bible claims to be a record of God's acts in history, historical
approaches are crucial.

Quote: "Is since the Bible claims to be a record of God's acts in history, historical
approaches are then also both valid and necessary."

Historical criticism should be used to understand the background and
circumstances of the text.

However, historical approaches must be tempered by an openness to divine
intervention and supernatural events.

Quote: "Historical critical approaches that operate with a cause and effect
assumption that do not allow divine intervention and simply see valid historicity
as that which is analogous to my own modern day situation, those approaches
that simply rule out a supernatural divine intervention are to be rejected and are
inconsistent with the biblical text"

7. The Bible as a Human Document:

Acknowledging the Bible as a human document makes critical methodologies, like
form, source, and redaction criticism, useful for exploring the human author and
the composition process. These approaches, when stripped of their negative
presuppositions, provide valuable tools.

Quote: "So many of the criticisms such as form criticism, even source and
redaction criticism, again historical approaches that try to reconstruct the
historical background of the text, again the different critical methodologies, when
stripped of their destructive and negative assumptions, are valuable tools"

8. Theological Dimensions are Crucial:

The theological dimension of the text must be explored, and approaches that
ignore it should be avoided.

Quote: "Instead, we must ask what the text says theologically."



The Old and New Testaments should be placed within the broader theological
story of the Bible, focusing on God's redemptive activity.

9. Reader-Centered and Postmodern Approaches Can Foster Humility:

While acknowledging the validity of authorial intent, reader-centered and even
deconstructive approaches can remind interpreters of their own biases, fostering
humility and self-awareness.

Quote: "In that they function, | think primarily they can function to foster
humility, to recognize that no one arrives at an interpretation that has a pure and
perfect and pristine connection with the meaning in the text."

These approaches can help interpreters to be aware that they come to the text
with their own predispositions and assumptions.

10. Eclectic Approach is Best:

An eclectic approach that utilizes various methods and perspectives is the most
effective.

Quote: "So an eclectic approach allows us, as I've said, to probe the different
dimensions of the text."

It balances the strengths and weaknesses of each method, allowing for a fuller
and more plausible interaction with the text.

Listening to interpretations from diverse perspectives, especially those
marginalized, is valuable for identifying blind spots.

11. Application as the Ultimate Goal:

Interpretation should ultimately lead to transformation and obedience.
Quote: "So application is the ultimate goal of interpretation."

It is not enough to merely understand the Bible; one must also live in accordance
with its teachings.

The aim of interpretation is to enable believers to both understand and live out
God's word

12. The Interpretive Process as a Spiral:

The interpretive process is best understood as a spiral rather than a checklist of
steps.



e Quote: "Instead, on the other hand, the second thing | want to say is, on the
other hand, the interpretive process is probably best envisioned as many
interpreters in discussions of hermeneutics, biblical hermeneutics have seemed
to gravitate towards and that is to understand the interpretive process more as a
spiral."

e This means that the process is iterative and involves continual interaction with
the text.

e It's a back-and-forth where the interpreter comes to the text, makes sense of it,
and then allows the text to challenge and transform their perspectives,
continually moving closer to the author's intended meaning.

13. Practical Interpretive Methodology (Eight Stages):

1. **Awareness of Presuppositions:** Identify and acknowledge your own theological
commitments, cultural background, and prior understandings that might influence the
way you read the text.

2. **Study the Social and Historical World of the Text:** Enter the world of the text and
try to understand historically, socially, religiously, and politically, the context that
produced or lies behind the biblical text, including history *behind* the text and history
*in* the text.

3. **|dentify Literary Genre and Form:** Determine the type of literature, like narrative,
poetry, or prophecy, and understand how genre affects interpretation.

4. **Study the Broader Literary Context:** Understand how the passage fits within the
overall structure and argument of the entire book and how it relates to what comes
before and after it.

5. **Analyze the Details of the Text:** Examine key terms, grammatical issues,
connectors, and interpretive problems within the text while taking into consideration the
genre.

6. **Analyze the Theology of the Text:** |dentify and explore key theological themes
and how the passage fits within the broader theological story of the Bible.

7. **Summarize the Main ldea:** Formulate the main meaning and function of the text
in one or two complete sentences, accounting for all the details.

8. **Reflect on Valid Application:** Draw valid analogies between the ancient world of
the text and today's world and determine what concrete applications can be made.



14. Emphasis on Creativity:

e Interpretation demands creativity from the interpreter to apply these methods
thoughtfully and insightfully in order to arrive at the most plausible
interpretations.

e Quote: "Again, the other side of merely treating this like doing a recipe, moving
through eight stages, is that interpretation requires to some extent the creativity
of the interpreter."

Conclusion:

This document outlines a comprehensive approach to biblical interpretation that
emphasizes a balanced and integrated use of various hermeneutical methods. It argues
that to truly understand the Bible, one must recognize its nature as both the inspired
Word of God and a human document with a historical and cultural context. The goal is to
arrive at a plausible interpretation that is both faithful to the text and applicable to the
life of faith. The document concludes with a helpful 8-step process to facilitate
interpretation.



4. Mathewson, Hermeneutics, Session 28, Summary and
Synthesis

Hermeneutics Study Guide
Quiz

1. What is the primary focus of hermeneutics, and how does it apply to biblical
interpretation? Hermeneutics is primarily concerned with the study of how we
understand and know something. In the context of biblical interpretation, it
examines the methods and theories that guide us in understanding texts from the
Old and New Testaments.

2. Briefly describe the difference between author-centered, text-centered, and
reader-centered approaches to interpretation. Author-centered approaches focus
on the author's intention as the primary source of meaning. Text-centered
approaches emphasize the text itself as the primary locus of meaning. Reader-
centered approaches focus on the reader's understanding and interpretation of
the text as the source of meaning.

3. Why is it important to consider the historical and cultural context when
interpreting biblical texts? The biblical text comes down to us rooted in a specific
historical and cultural setting. Understanding this context is necessary to grasp
the intended meaning of the text, as well as the author's purpose.

4. According to the source, what is the relationship between the Bible as God's
Word and the need for a stable meaning? Since the Bible is considered God's
Word, there must be a stable meaning that can be accessed, at least to some
degree. This implies that complete relativism, which denies a stable meaning, is
inconsistent with the Bible as the Word of God.

5. Why are text-centered methods seen as valid and necessary in an evangelical
approach to interpretation? Because the Bible is the Word of God in written form,
methods that focus on the text itself, like grammatical, lexical, and literary
analysis, are vital for understanding what God intended to communicate.

6. How should historical approaches be tempered according to the text? Historical
approaches should be tempered by openness to divine intervention. They should
avoid a purely cause-and-effect assumption that rules out miracles and
supernatural events, which the Bible itself claims to record.



7. Explain why critical approaches, when "stripped of their destructive tendencies,"
are valuable tools for biblical interpretation. Critical approaches can be helpful in
putting us in touch with the human author and the processes of composition.
These tools, when used without presuppositions that undermine the text's
authority, help us understand the text as a human document with an author who
wrote for a purpose.

8. How can reader-centered and deconstructive approaches contribute to the
interpretive process? Reader-centered and deconstructive approaches foster
humility by reminding us that our interpretations are always influenced by our
own perspectives and biases. They encourage us to recognize that we don't come
to the text as neutral observers and that we must always be open to challenge.

9. What does an eclectic approach to interpretation entail, and why is it considered
beneficial? An eclectic approach involves using multiple methods (historical,
literary, theological, etc.) to probe the text from different dimensions. This
balanced approach helps us avoid the limitations of any single method and leads
to a fuller understanding of the text.

10. According to the text, what is the relationship between understanding the Bible
and standing under the Bible? It is not enough to understand the Bible; we must
also stand under it, responding in obedience to what it says. Interpretation must
lead to application and the transformation of our lives according to the teachings
of scripture.

Essay Questions

1. Discuss the various approaches to biblical interpretation and how they can be
integrated into an evangelical approach to scripture.

2. Explain the hermeneutical spiral. How does it differ from a mechanical, step-by-
step approach, and why is it a more effective way to engage with biblical texts?

3. Describe the importance of both historical context and literary context in biblical
interpretation. How can understanding these contexts affect our reading of the
text?

4. Examine the role of presuppositions and bias in interpretation. How can we be
mindful of our own perspective while still being open to the meaning of the text?
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5. Explain how the goal of interpretation is not merely to understand the text but

also to apply it to our lives. What does it mean to “stand under” the Bible, and
how does this differ from “understanding” it?

Glossary

Hermeneutics: The theory and methodology of interpretation, especially of
biblical texts.

Author-centered interpretation: An approach that focuses on the author's
intended meaning as the primary source of meaning.

Text-centered interpretation: An approach that focuses on the text itself as the
primary source of meaning.

Reader-centered interpretation: An approach that focuses on the reader's
interpretation and experience as the primary source of meaning.

Deconstruction: A postmodern approach that questions the possibility of any
stable meaning in a text.

Historical Criticism: An approach that seeks to understand a text in its original
historical context.

Form Criticism: An approach that analyzes the literary forms within the text to
better understand its meaning.

Redaction Criticism: An approach that seeks to understand the author’s purpose
by analyzing the way the author has edited and arranged the text.

Grammatical Analysis: Examination of the grammatical structure of the text,
which is essential for understanding relationships between different words and
phrases and how these affect meaning.

Lexical Analysis: Examination of the individual words and their meanings within
their literary and historical context, understanding how specific vocabulary
choices impact interpretation.

Genre Criticism: An approach to interpretation that examines the literary types in
a text to discover how they might affect meaning.

Structuralism: A text-centered approach that focuses on the structure of
language to understand a text’s meaning.
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Eclectic Approach: An approach that uses multiple interpretive methods, drawing
from the strengths of each approach while mitigating the weaknesses of any
single approach, which will lead to a fuller understanding of the text.

Presupposition: A belief or assumption that shapes the way one interprets a text.
Orthopraxy: Correct or proper action.

Orthodoxy: Correct or proper belief.
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5. FAQs on Mathewson, Hermeneutics, Session 28, Summary
and Synthesis, Biblicalelearning.org (Bel)

FAQ on Biblical Interpretation

1.

2.

What is the primary goal of biblical hermeneutics, and why is it important?

The primary goal of biblical hermeneutics is to understand the meaning of the
biblical text. This involves exploring how we understand and know something,
what we do when we interpret a text from the Old or New Testaments, and the
different theories explaining this. Ultimately, the goal is to apply principles and
methods to the text to make sense of it. It's crucial because the Bible is
considered the inspired word of God intended to be understood and obeyed by
His people. A valid interpretation seeks the meaning intended by both God and
the human authors.

How do different approaches to interpretation, such as author-centered, text-
centered, and reader-centered, fit into an evangelical approach to scripture?

An evangelical approach integrates various interpretive theories. While
recognizing that the Bible is the word of God, it also acknowledges its historical
rootedness as the words of human authors. Author-centered approaches (aiming
to uncover the author's probable intention), text-centered approaches (focusing
on the text's grammatical, lexical, literary, and structural details), and even
reader-centered and post-modern perspectives (which remind interpreters of
their own biases and the need for humility) are all valuable. However, complete
relativism, denying any stable meaning is rejected. An effective approach uses
these perspectives in balance, rather than in isolation.

Why are historical approaches considered both valid and necessary for biblical
interpretation, and how should they be tempered?

Historical approaches are vital because the Bible claims to be a record of God's
acts in history. These approaches help us understand the historical, social,
religious, and political contexts surrounding the text. They help us understand the
text by considering the author, the readers, the dates of writing, and the
problems the text addresses. However, historical approaches must be tempered
by openness to divine intervention, like miracles, the incarnation, and the
resurrection. Approaches that rule out the possibility of supernatural events are
incompatible with biblical claims.



7.

10.

11

12.

13

What role do literary approaches, like genre criticism, play in understanding the
biblical text?

Literary approaches, such as genre criticism, are valuable because they focus on
the text itself and the way it is constructed. Understanding the literary form
(narrative, poetry, wisdom literature, etc.) is critical because each form demands
to be interpreted differently. For example, poetry utilizes parallelism and
metaphorical speech, while narratives focus more on the relationships of
paragraphs rather than tight logical argument from sentence to sentence. Genre
criticism can be a way of helping to understand the author's intent and how the
text should be approached.

How does theological analysis fit into the overall process of biblical
interpretation, and why is it important?

Theological analysis is crucial as it explores the theological dimensions of the text,
identifying key themes and how they are developed. It is essential to see how a
particular passage fits within the broader theological story of the Bible, which
ultimately has an organic relationship to both Old and New Testaments.
Recognizing this overarching narrative is necessary because the scriptures are,
ultimately, a unified witness to God's redemptive plan in history. Neglecting the
theological dimensions will lead to an incomplete understanding of the text.

.In what ways can reader-response and deconstructive approaches be beneficial

for biblical interpretation?

Although reader-response and deconstructive approaches may seem antithetical
to traditional hermeneutics, they can be beneficial as they encourage humility
and an awareness of an interpreter's own biases and pre-conceived notions.
These perspectives remind us that no one comes to the text without any prior
assumptions. This awareness helps challenge narrow perspectives and prevent
the interpreter's own biases from overriding the meaning of the text. They
function to remind interpreters of the messy nature of interpretation and the fact
that absolute certainty is not possible and that we can be led by presuppositions.



14

13.What does an "eclectic" approach to biblical interpretation entail, and why is it
recommended?

14. An eclectic approach to interpretation involves drawing from a variety of
methods, each method addressing a different facet of the text. By using different
methods like literary, historical, grammatical and theological analysis, the
interpreter can get a fuller interaction with the biblical text. This approach is
recommended because each interpretive method has its inherent strengths and
weaknesses; therefore, using a combination allows them to balance each other
out. An eclectic approach is beneficial for those from different cultures and
backgrounds as well, helping to bring new insights and perspectives to the
interpretation.

15. How should one ultimately apply biblical interpretation to one's life, and why is
that important?

16. Application is the ultimate goal of interpretation. The text should not just be
understood intellectually, but responded to in obedience to what it teaches. This
requires creativity, finding applicable principles from the ancient text that relate
to contemporary contexts. The goal is to live a life transformed by and under the
authority of scripture, and within the life of the church. Application should be
specific, not merely general or abstract, it must be in accordance with the
purpose and meaning of the text itself. This approach moves beyond orthodoxy
into orthopraxy.



