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1. Abstract of Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 9, The Geo-Political Arena, Part 2, Biblicalelearning.org, BeL
Dr. Jeffrey Hudon's lecture on Biblical Archaeology, Session 9, Part 2, focuses on the Neo-Babylonian and Persian empires, tracing their rise and fall within a geopolitical context. The lecture highlights key figures like Nebuchadnezzar and Cyrus the Great, discusses significant events such as the Babylonian exile and the return of the Jews, and explores archaeological findings relating to these periods, including the debated location of the Hanging Gardens. The lecture also connects biblical narratives with historical and archaeological evidence. Finally, the lecture examines the cultural impact of these empires, especially the Persian's influence on the development of coinage and administrative systems in Judah.
2.  14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of 
Dr. Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 9 –  Double click icon to play in Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] Site and click the audio podcast link there (Introduction & Languages  Archaeology). 
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Okay, here is a briefing document summarizing the key themes and information from the provided excerpts of Dr. Jeffrey Hudon's lecture on Biblical Archaeology, Session 9:
Briefing Document: Biblical Archaeology - The Geopolitical Arena, Part 2
Overview: This session focuses on the geopolitical landscape of the ancient Near East following the Assyrian Empire, primarily examining the rise and fall of the Neo-Babylonian and Persian Empires, with a focus on their impact on the ancient Israelites and the historical context of biblical events. The lecture also incorporates archaeological findings to support and enrich the historical narrative.
Key Themes and Ideas:
1. The Neo-Babylonian Empire's Rise and Fall:
· Succession: The Neo-Babylonian Empire emerged after the fall of the Assyrian Empire in 612 BC, claiming former Assyrian territories. The key figures include Nabopolassar, who revolted against Assyria, and his son Nebuchadnezzar, who solidified Babylonian control over the Levant and Egypt.
· Conquests & Deportations: Nebuchadnezzar conquered the Levant and Egypt and employed mass deportations, similar to Assyrian tactics, including the exile of the Judean population to Babylon after conquering Judah and destroying Jerusalem.
· Short-Lived Power: Despite its initial dominance, the Neo-Babylonian Empire was relatively short-lived, plagued by weak rulers after Nebuchadnezzar and ultimately falling to the Medes and Persians in 539 BC.
· Biblical Relevance: Key figures like Merodach-Baladan and King Belshazzar are mentioned in the Hebrew Bible. The Babylonian exile is a pivotal event in Jewish history, and the stories of Daniel in the Babylonian court are a key part of biblical narratives.
1. "Following the Assyrian Empire, the fall of the Assyrian Empire in 612, the Neo-Babylonian Empire essentially took its place and claimed all of former Assyrian territory for its own... Unlike the Assyrians, however, the Neo-Babylonian Empire only lasted for a few decades."


2. Babylonian Civilization and Architecture:
· Grandeur and Beauty: The city of Babylon was renowned for its beauty, architecture, and civilization, including the Ishtar Gate.
· The Hanging Gardens Controversy: The lecture addresses the debated location and even existence of the Hanging Gardens of Babylon. It introduces Stephanie Dowley's theory that the gardens were actually Assyrian, not Babylonian, and that the Greek historians who wrote about the gardens may have misattributed them.
· Technology: The lecture also discusses the possible use of the Archimedes Screw to irrigate these gardens, and the fact that the invention of this device was later, and its relation to earlier cultures is uncertain.
1. "For its short duration, Babylon had tremendous beauty and architecture and civilization. This is the famous Ishtar Gate, one of the seven wonders of the ancient world... However, recent work by Stephanie Dowley, a British Assyriologist, suggests that the historians who mention the hanging gardens are all classical in date… She believes they got it wrong and that the gardens they're talking about are not Babylonian but rather Assyrian."
2. The Rise of the Persian Empire:
· Conquest of Babylon: Cyrus the Great of Persia conquered Babylon in 539 BC, establishing an even larger empire than the Assyrian or Babylonian ones. The Persian Empire stretched from the Indus Valley to Egypt, Asia Minor, and parts of Europe.
· Edict of Cyrus: Cyrus's famous edict allowed deported peoples, including the Jews, to return to their homelands. This marked the end of the Babylonian exile and the beginning of the second temple period in Jerusalem.
· “Cyrus the Great, who again conquered Babylon, had an edict the following year that allowed all captives, all deported peoples, the ability to go back to their nations or countries or regions of origin and resettle.”
· Return and Rebuilding: A minority of Jews returned to Judah and began rebuilding Jerusalem and their lives, while many assimilated into Persian culture and remained.
· Establishment of Yehud Province: The region of Judah was re-established as the Persian province of Yehud, overseen by Jewish governors, including Nehemiah, a significant figure in the Bible.
1. Persian Influence and Culture:
· The Book of Esther: The lecture connects the Persian king Xerxes with Ahasuerus in the Book of Esther, suggesting that the events of the book take place during the Persian period. The city of Susa was one of the capitals and the site for the events in the book of Esther.
· Coinage and Taxation: The lecture highlights the introduction of coinage in the provinces during the Persian period, including the first Jewish coins, “Yehud” coins. The use of storage jars with seal impressions indicates a formalized taxation system in Judah during this time.
· “Now, in the provinces during the Persian period, coinage became widespread. And the first Jewish coins were actually minted in Jerusalem.”
· Cultural Achievements: The lecture also mentions the infrastructure and architectural wonders of the Persian empire like the structures of Persepolis, demonstrating their advanced civilization.
1. Fall of the Persian Empire:
· Corruption and Internal Decay: The Persian empire became corrupt and began to internally crumble, making it vulnerable to outside attack.
· Conquest by Alexander the Great: The Persian Empire was ultimately destroyed by Alexander the Great and his armies, which led to the burning of Persepolis.
1. “Persia and its rulers became increasingly corrupt, and the empire actually disintegrated from the center. And it was only due to Alexander and his army that continued to attack and defeat increasingly larger Persian armies...and the Persian Empire just imploded.”
Archaeological Evidence:
· The Ishtar Gate: The lecture highlights the physical remains of the Ishtar Gate, now partially reconstructed in Berlin, as evidence of Babylonian architecture and artistry.
· Babylon Excavations: It references the archaeological work of Robert Koldewey in Babylon, and also D.J. Wiseman's theory regarding the location of the hanging gardens.
· Cyrus Cylinder: The lecture mentions the Cyrus Cylinder, a key artifact supporting the biblical account of Cyrus's edict.
· Persepolis Ruins: The ruins of Persepolis and Pasargadae provide physical evidence of the grandeur of the Persian Empire.
· Yehud Coins and Seal Impressions: The lecture discusses the discovery of Yehud coins, as well as seal impressions on storage jars, providing concrete evidence of the Persian period in Judah.
Conclusion:
This session provides a detailed overview of the geopolitical transitions following the Assyrian Empire, focusing on the Babylonian and Persian empires. It integrates historical narratives with archaeological discoveries, emphasizing the impact of these empires on the ancient Israelites and the broader historical context of the biblical world. The lecture also introduces important archaeological finds and debates, such as the controversy surrounding the hanging gardens of Babylon, and helps illustrate the historical backdrop of many biblical narratives.
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Geopolitical Shifts in the Ancient Near East: A Study Guide
Quiz
Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 complete sentences.
1. How did the Neo-Babylonian Empire rise to power?
2. Who was Merodach-Baladan, and what role did he play in the region's history?
3. Describe the reign of Nebuchadnezzar and his impact on the kingdom of Judah.
4. What is the significance of the Ishtar Gate, and where is it located today?
5. What is the debate surrounding the Hanging Gardens of Babylon, according to Stephanie Dowley?
6. How did Cyrus the Great and the Persian Empire impact the Jewish people?
7. What was the province of Yehud, and what role did it play in the Persian Empire?
8. What evidence do we have of Persian administrative practices in Yehud?
9. How did Alexander the Great's conquests bring about the end of the Persian Empire?
10. What is the significance of the Yehud coins, and what do they reveal about the period?
Quiz Answer Key
1. The Neo-Babylonian Empire rose to power after the fall of the Assyrian Empire in 612 BC. The empire claimed former Assyrian territory and made military campaigns west, including into Egypt.
2. Merodach-Baladan was a Babylonian leader who incited revolts against Assyria in the 8th century BC. He sent emissaries to Hezekiah in Judah, showcasing his capabilities before disappearing.
3. Nebuchadnezzar, son of Nabopolassar, defeated the remnants of the Assyrians and Egyptians, taking control of the Levant and Egypt. He deported a large part of the Judean population to Babylon after conquering Judah and destroying Jerusalem.
4. The Ishtar Gate was a ceremonial gate in Babylon, known for its beautiful glazed bricks adorned with lions and mythical creatures. A partial reconstruction of the gate is currently displayed in the Berlin Museum.
5. Stephanie Dowley argues that the Hanging Gardens, traditionally attributed to Babylon, were likely Assyrian. She believes classical Greek historians misattributed them, perhaps confusing them with gardens built by Assyrian rulers such as Ashurbanipal.
6. Cyrus the Great conquered Babylon and issued an edict that allowed deported peoples, including the Jews, to return to their homelands. This edict enabled some Jews to return to Jerusalem and rebuild.
7. Yehud was the name of the province established in the area of the former kingdom of Judah under Persian rule. It was overseen by Jewish governors, including Nehemiah, and maintained some of the traditions of the former kingdom.
8. Persian-period seal impressions on storage jars and Jewish coins mentioning Yehud demonstrate the administrative system used to collect taxes and agricultural products in the region, indicating a level of bureaucratic organization.
9. Alexander the Great’s army defeated Persian armies in several key battles, including those at the Granicus River, Issus, and Arbela. This led to the implosion of the Persian Empire and the destruction of Persepolis.
10. The Yehud coins, small silver coins minted in Jerusalem, are significant because they are the first Jewish coins, and their inscription “Yehud” provides evidence of Jewish identity and a degree of autonomy within the Persian Empire.

Essay Questions
Instructions: Choose one question and develop a well-supported essay response.
1. Compare and contrast the strategies and impacts of the Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian Empires, particularly in their treatment of conquered territories and peoples.
2. Analyze the significance of the Cyrus Cylinder and its implications for both the Jewish people and the larger geopolitical landscape of the ancient Near East.
3. Discuss the role and influence of Persian culture and administration on the Jewish community during the Persian period, focusing on both those who returned to Yehud and those who remained in Persia.
4. Evaluate the archaeological and textual evidence for the existence and location of the Hanging Gardens, and consider why this debate continues to fascinate researchers.
5. Examine the cultural and political reasons for the rapid decline and fall of the Persian Empire under pressure from Alexander the Great, and discuss the long-term legacy of the empire in the region.

Glossary of Key Terms
Assyrian Empire: A major Mesopotamian kingdom that exerted control over the region during the early part of the first millennium BCE, known for its military prowess and deportations of conquered peoples.
Neo-Babylonian Empire: The successor empire to Assyria, ruling from the 7th to 6th centuries BCE, known for its architectural achievements and the Babylonian Exile of the Jewish people.
Merodach-Baladan: A Babylonian leader from the 8th century BC who instigated revolts against Assyria.
Nabopolassar: The Babylonian king who led the revolt against Assyria and established the Neo-Babylonian Empire.
Nebuchadnezzar: Son of Nabopolassar, a powerful Neo-Babylonian king who conquered Judah, destroyed Jerusalem, and exiled much of the population to Babylon.
Nabonidus: The last Babylonian king before the Persian conquest, considered a weak ruler. His son, Belshazzar, ruled in his stead.
Belshazzar: The son of Nabonidus, ruling in Babylon when it was conquered by the Persians, mentioned in the book of Daniel.
Ishtar Gate: A ceremonial gate in ancient Babylon, known for its glazed bricks and depictions of animals and mythical creatures.
Hanging Gardens of Babylon: A legendary structure, traditionally associated with Nebuchadnezzar, that may have been located in Assyria, based on recent scholarship.
Archimedes Screw: A device used to raise water to higher levels, although its usage in the period of the Assyrians and Babylonians is debated.
Cyrus the Great: The Persian king who conquered Babylon and issued an edict allowing deported peoples to return home.
Persian Empire: A vast empire that expanded throughout the ancient Near East under the Achaemenid dynasty, known for its administrative efficiency and tolerance.
Yehud: The Persian-era province located in the area of the former kingdom of Judah.
Zerubbabel: The leader of the first group of Jewish exiles to return to Judah from Babylon under the Persian decree.
Nehemiah: A Jewish governor of Yehud during the Persian period, mentioned in the Hebrew Bible.
Xerxes: The Persian king, also known as Ahasuerus, who is believed by many scholars to be the king in the Book of Esther.
Alexander the Great: The Macedonian king who conquered the Persian Empire in the 4th century BC.
Persepolis: The capital of the Persian Empire, destroyed by Alexander the Great.
Cyrus Cylinder: A clay cylinder inscribed with Cyrus the Great’s edict permitting the return of deported peoples, including the Jews.
Yehud Coins: Small silver coins minted in Jerusalem during the Persian period, inscribed with the word “Yehud.”
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Frequently Asked Questions About the Neo-Babylonian and Persian Empires in Biblical Archaeology
1. How did the Neo-Babylonian Empire rise to power, and which key figures are associated with it in the biblical narrative? The Neo-Babylonian Empire rose to power following the fall of the Assyrian Empire in 612 BC. Nabopolassar led the revolt against Assyria, conquering key cities like Asher and Nineveh. His son, Nebuchadnezzar, ascended the throne in 605 BC and expanded the empire into the Levant and Egypt. Important figures include Merodach-Baladan, who fomented revolt against Assyria, Nabopolassar, the founder of the empire, Nebuchadnezzar, known for his military campaigns and deportation of the Judeans, and Belshazzar, the last king who held the infamous banquet where the writing on the wall was read by Daniel.
2. What was the nature of the Neo-Babylonian Empire's rule, and how did it compare to the Assyrian Empire? Like the Assyrians, the Neo-Babylonians employed deportation as a method of control, moving populations away from their homelands. However, the Neo-Babylonian Empire had a relatively short lifespan compared to the Assyrian Empire. It is also noted that while the Neo-Babylonians adopted similar tactics as the Assyrians they also engaged in large-scale building projects that beautified their empire, such as the Ishtar Gate in Babylon.
3. What is the debate surrounding the "Hanging Gardens of Babylon," and what does recent scholarship suggest about their origins? The traditional view is that Nebuchadnezzar built the Hanging Gardens for his wife, but the exact location within Babylon is unknown. Recent scholarship by Stephanie Dowley suggests that the Greek historians who wrote about the hanging gardens may have been mistaken and that the gardens they described were likely located in Assyria, possibly associated with rulers like Ashurbanipal, rather than in Babylon.


4. How did the Persian Empire come into power, and how did it differ from the previous empires in the region? The Persian Empire, under Cyrus the Great, conquered Babylon in 539 BC. It was significantly larger than the Assyrian and Babylonian empires, expanding into the Indus Valley, Egypt, Asia Minor, and parts of Europe. The Persians notably allowed deported peoples to return to their homelands, a policy that differed from previous empires. The Persian empire also had an emphasis on administration, taxation, and communication.
5. What role did Cyrus the Great and his edict play in the history of the Jewish people following the Babylonian exile? Cyrus the Great's edict allowed exiled populations, including the Jews, to return to their homelands. This led to groups of Jews returning to Judah under leaders like Zerubbabel to rebuild Jerusalem and the Temple. However, many Jews remained in the Persian Empire, having assimilated into Babylonian and then Persian culture.
6. How was the province of Judah (Yehud) organized and administered under the Persian Empire? The province of Yehud, the name used for the former kingdom of Judah, was established within the Persian Empire. It was overseen by Jewish governors, including Nehemiah. This period saw the implementation of a regulated system for collecting taxes and agricultural products using storage jars with seal impressions and also the minting of early Jewish coins bearing the name "Yehud".
7. What led to the decline and fall of the Persian Empire, and how did Alexander the Great impact it? The Persian Empire experienced internal corruption and disintegration. Alexander the Great’s military campaigns, beginning in Asia Minor at the Granicus River, then at Issus and Arbela, resulted in repeated defeats of the Persian army, leading to the empire’s collapse by 331 BC. Alexander’s conquest also led to the destruction of Persepolis, the Persian capital.
8. What archaeological evidence supports the historical accounts of the Neo-Babylonian and Persian periods, and what does it reveal about daily life and administration during these times? Archaeological evidence includes remains of the Ishtar Gate, reconstructions of ancient cities, and ruins of Persepolis and Susa. The discovery of the Cyrus Cylinder confirms his edict regarding deported peoples. Additionally, coins minted in the province of Yehud and seal impressions on storage jars from the Persian period show the mechanisms of administration and the use of coinage in the province. These artifacts also give us insights into the grandeur and monumental architecture of the empires and the economic life of their subjects.
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