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1. Abstract of Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 5, Geographical
Arena, Part 1, Biblicalelearning.org, Bel

Dr. Jeffrey Hudon's lecture on Biblical Archaeology, Session 5, Part 1, emphasizes the
crucial role of geography in understanding archaeological findings. The lecture uses the
land of Israel as a case study, exploring its physical geography, historical significance,
and archaeological sites within the context of major historical events and empires. Key
figures in historical geography, such as Michael Aviona and Benjamin Mazar, are
highlighted for their contributions to the field. The lecture also examines the strategic
importance of the region as a "land bridge" and its impact on the preservation of
archaeological remains.

2. 25 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of

Dr. Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 5 — Double click icon
to play in Windows media player or go to the
Biblicalelearning.org [Bel] Site and click the audio podcast link

there (Introduction & Languages = Archaeology).

Hudon BibArch_ Ses
sionO0O5.mp 3



3. Briefing Document

Okay, here's a detailed briefing document summarizing the key themes and ideas from
the provided text, "Hudon_BibArch_EN_Ses05.pdf":

Briefing Document: Biblical Archaeology - The Geographical Arena, Part 1

Overview: This document provides an overview of the key themes and concepts
presented in Dr. Jeffrey Hudon's lecture, "Biblical Archaeology, Session 5, The
Geographical Arena, Part 1." The primary focus is on the importance of understanding
the geographical context of archaeological sites and events within the land of the Bible
(primarily the Southern Levant). The lecture also touches upon key figures in the study
of historical geography and explores specific geographical regions within Israel,
highlighting their historical and strategic importance.

Key Themes & Ideas:
1. Geography as Context:

e Archaeological findings and events do not occur in isolation; understanding their
geographical context is crucial for proper interpretation. Dr. Hudon emphasizes
that, "Archaeological sites and events that are attested archaeologically do not
happen in a vacuum."

o The lecture stresses that the land of the Bible holds deep significance for religious
believers, especially Jews. The term “Yediat Haaretz” (knowledge of the land)
highlights the importance of a strong connection between people and their land.

e The lecture underscores the importance of historical geography, a discipline that
uses various fields of study to understand history and archaeology.

1. Pioneers of Historical Geography:

o Several key scholars are highlighted for their contributions to understanding the
historical geography of the biblical lands.

« Michael Avi-Yonah: A scholar of the classical, Greco-Roman, and Byzantine
periods, author of "The Holy Land," which provides a historical geography from
the Persian period to the rise of Islam.

« Benjamin Mazar: An Old Testament scholar, archaeologist, and historical
geographer who became president of Hebrew University and a leading expert on
archaeological research in Israel.



Yohanan Aharoni: A student of Mazar who wrote the influential textbook, "The
Land of the Bible," a companion volume to Avi-Yonah's.

Anson F. Rainey: A student of Aharoni and a respected biblical scholar,
archaeologist, and historical geographer. He co-authored the atlases "The Sacred
Bridge" and "Carta Bible Atlas" with Aharoni.

. The Fertile Crescent and the Levant as a Land Bridge:

The "Fertile Crescent," a region of arable land spanning from the Persian Gulf to
the Nile Valley, was the "cradle of civilization" in the ancient Near East. It is
described as a “strip of arable land that could be farmed” that stretches from the
Persian Gulf up through the Tigris-Euphrates Valley and down into the Levant and
Nile Valley.

The Levant (Southern Levant) serves as a crucial land bridge, connecting Egypt
and Mesopotamia, and Asia Minor. It is referred to as a “corridor” or “highway” of
strategic importance. Because of this, "it was fought over from time immemorial
and still is today". This also means that extensive archaeological remains are less
common due to destruction from constant movement of empires and armies.

. Geographical Regions of the Holy Land:

The lecture describes different geographical areas of the Holy Land, moving from
the west to the east.

Sharon/Philistine Plain: The western coastal area.
Shephelah: The lowlands or foothills bordering the hill country.

Hill Country (Harim): The central mountainous regions of Judah, Ephraim, and
Manasseh.

Judean Desert: A rain shadow area east of the hill country.
Jordan Valley: A deep depression part of the Rift Valley.
Mount Carmel: A ridge extending into the Mediterranean Sea

Jezreel Valley: A strategic valley that serves as a highway connecting the coast to
the Jordan Valley and known in the Bible as Armageddon.

Lower Galilee: Series of east-west valleys, conducive to settlement.

Upper Galilee: A mountainous escarpment that slopes down towards Lebanon.



Rift Valley: A major geological feature that runs from the anti-Lebanon mountains
to the Gulf of Agaba and continues into Africa

Transjordan: The region east of the Jordan River, with the Hami shore, Gilead, and
Bashan.

Edom: High, mountainous, and sandstone, located in the south of Transjordan.

The land is not solely a dry and arid desert, but features a diversity of terrain and
climates.

. The Rift Valley and Seismic Activity:

The Rift Valley is a result of the meeting of the African and Arabian plates, causing
a great depression and seismic activity. The lowest point on Earth above water is
the Dead Sea located in this valley.

The lecture highlights historical earthquakes, including one in the time of Amos
(c. 760-750 BC) and another in 31 BC, noting the extensive damage they caused.
“Of course, the most famous one is in Amos 1:1, where Amos opens up his oracle,
his prophecy with the timing of that, which he mentions after the earthquake”.

. Changing Borders and Road Networks:

The boundaries of "Canaan" and "Israel" varied in biblical times, sometimes
including Transjordan or expanding into Syria.

The lecture details important road networks including the “King’s Highway,” an
important north south route in Transjordan, and the desert route which the
Israelites took during the Exodus. Also important is the “Way of the Patriarchs”
(also “Route of the Patriarchs”) that runs along the spine of the hill country in
Cisjordan, and “The Way of the Sea” (Via Maris) which was the main route along
the coast.

. Specific Sites and Their Significance:

Several locations are highlighted in the lecture for their archaeological and
historical importance. These include:

Horvat Rosh Zayit: Possibly the biblical "Cabul," a border area between Israel and
Phoenicia in the Galilee region.

Akko: An important historical city, with Crusader remains.

Upper Galilee: Early Israelite settlement villages were discovered in this area.



Kedesh and Baram: Sites with Iron Age and later remains, including synagogues.

Yodfat/Jotapata: A ruined city mentioned by Josephus during the Jewish revolt
against Rome.

Sepphoris/Zipporah: A major Greco-Roman city near Nazareth in Galilee, not
mentioned in the Gospels.

Nazareth: Village associated with Jesus, and a ‘bedroom community’ of Sepphoris
at the time.

Cana: Site of a miracle by Jesus, with both a traditional and an alternate location.
Sfat: A city in lower Galilee, known for Jewish mysticism.

Sea of Galilee/Yom Kinneret: Source of water, fishing, and biblical history
associated with Jesus and the disciples.

Lake Hula: Drained swamp converted to farmland by Jewish settlers.
Horns of Hattin: Site of a crucial battle between Crusaders and Saladin in 1187.
Mount Arbel: Mountain with views of the Galilee region.

Dan and Hazor: Important archaeological sites with structures from the time of
Solomon.

Mount Hermon: The highest point in Israel, with mentions in the ancient texts
and used to provide ice in Jerusalem.

Jezreel Valley: Location of biblical battles, the last cavalry charge in World War |,
and a palace at Tel Jezreel.

Ein Harod: Place where Gideon chose his army.

Beit Shan: A major city with both Old and New Testament history, site where the
Philistines hung the bodies of Saul and Jonathan from the wall, a Greco-Roman
city named Scythopolis located nearby, and an ancient Canaanite temple.

Mount Tabor: A mountain with Canaanite worship associations and important to
the biblical accounts in Judges.



Conclusion:

Dr. Hudon's lecture provides a foundational understanding of the geographical context
necessary for interpreting archaeological findings within the biblical lands. It
underscores that the geographical features (climate, terrain, strategic location) play a
key role in shaping the history and significance of the region. By understanding the land
as a stage for historical events, one can better grasp the events described in the Bible,
and in the wider context of the ancient world. The strategic location, the changing
borders, and the dynamic climate played a critical role in shaping the civilizations and
history of the region.

This briefing document summarizes the key points from this segment. Further sessions
would likely delve into more detailed analysis of specific regions and archaeological
finds.



4. Hudon, Biblical Archaeology, Session 5, Geographical
Arena, Part 1

Biblical Archaeology: The Geographical Arena, Part 1

Study Guide

Quiz

Instructions: Answer the following questions in 2-3 sentences each, based on the
provided source material.

1.

10.

Why were excursions called "Yediat Haaretz" important for Jewish immigrants to
the Holy Land?

Name three scholars mentioned in the lecture who were important to the study
of historical geography and Biblical archaeology.

What is the Fertile Crescent, and why is it significant in the context of the ancient
Near East?

Why was the Southern Levant a strategically important location in antiquity?

Describe the main geographical features one would encounter traveling east from
the coast in the Holy Land.

What is the significance of the Rift Valley, both geologically and historically?

What are the names of the two main north-south routes in Transjordan? Which
route did the Israelites attempt to travel during the Exodus?

What causes the turbulent conditions and storms on the Sea of Galilee?

What is significant about Horvat Rosh Zayit in the context of the relationship
between Solomon and Hiram?

Describe how the Jezreel Valley is strategically important and mention a
significant Biblical battle that occurred there.

Quiz Answer Key

1.

"Yediat Haaretz," meaning "knowledge of the land," was crucial because it helped
create a strong bond between the new Jewish immigrants and their homeland,



reinforcing their sense of belonging and connection to the land. These excursions
were part of their integration into Israeli society.

. Three important scholars mentioned are Michael Aviona, a scholar of the classical
period and historical geographer; Benjamin Mazar, an Old Testament scholar,
archaeologist, and historical geographer; and Yohanan Aharoni, a student of
Mazar who wrote a popular textbook, The Land of the Bible.

. The Fertile Crescent is a crescent-shaped strip of arable land stretching from the
Persian Gulf, through Mesopotamia, to the Levant and down to the Nile Valley,
that served as the cradle of civilization in the ancient Near East, and it supported
comfortable living and farming.

. The Southern Levant, also called the Sacred Bridge or the Land Between, was
strategically vital because it acted as a land bridge connecting Egypt and
Mesopotamia, as well as Asia Minor. This made it a critical corridor for trade,
military movements, and the expansion of empires, leading to constant conflict.

. Traveling east from the coast, you first encounter the Sharon or Philistine Plain,
followed by the Shephelah (lowlands), then the hill country (Harim), and finally,
the Judean desert before descending into the Jordan Valley.

. The Rift Valley is a geologically significant depression caused by the meeting of
the African and Asian plates, resulting in frequent seismic activity. Historically, it
includes several important landmarks, such as the Sea of Galilee, the Jordan River,
and the Dead Sea.

. The two main north-south routes in Transjordan are the King’s Highway and the
Desert Highway. The Israelites wanted to travel along the King's Highway, which
offered more resources, but were forced to use the Desert Highway during their
Exodus from Egypt.

. The turbulent conditions and storms on the Sea of Galilee are caused by winds
coming off the Mediterranean and blowing through the east-west valleys,
creating a wind tunnel across the lake. The winds hit the escarpment of the Golan
Heights and circulate around, creating storms.

Horvat Rosh Zayit is believed to be the site of biblical Cabal, the land Solomon
ceded to Hiram, king of Tyre, in exchange for his services, revealing insight into
the land dispute mentioned in 1 Kings 9 and 2 Chronicles 8 and suggesting it was
more valuable than previously thought.



10.The Jezreel Valley acts as an interstate highway from the coastal plain of Akko to

the Jordan Valley, making it a critical strategic route. A significant Biblical battle
occurred there in Judges 5, where Deborah and Barak defeated Sisera and the
Canaanites.

Essay Questions

Instructions: Answer the following questions in essay format, drawing upon the source
material. No answers provided.

1.

Discuss the importance of historical geography in understanding Biblical
archaeology. How do the works and studies of scholars like Aviona, Mazar, and
Aharoni contribute to a better understanding of the archaeological sites of the
region?

Analyze the significance of the Southern Levant as a "land bridge" or "corridor."
How did its geographical position impact its history, and what evidence from the
region supports the claim that this area was strategic?

Describe the major geographical regions of the Holy Land and explain how
variations in terrain and climate have influenced historical events and settlement
patterns. What role has the Rift Valley played in both the geology and history of
the region?

Explore the complexities of the road networks in both Cisjordan and Transjordan
during biblical times. How did these routes impact trade, migration, and warfare?
Discuss the significance of the King's Highway and the Way of the Patriarchs, as
well as the Via Maris.

Based on the information provided, discuss the Galilee region as a microcosm of
the larger geographical context of the land of the Bible. Include specific
references to sites and events that occurred there. Why is it important to note
the contrast of this region in the time of Jesus?

Glossary of Key Terms

Aliyah: The immigration of Jews from the diaspora to the Land of Israel.

Cisjordan: The territory west of the Jordan River.
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Transjordan: The territory east of the Jordan River.

Fertile Crescent: A crescent-shaped region of fertile land spanning the Middle
East from Mesopotamia to the Levant and the Nile Valley.

Historical Geography: The study of geographical regions in their historical
context, often with a focus on how physical environments and landscapes interact
with human activity and events.

Harim: The hill country region of the Holy Land, particularly significant in the Old
Testament.

Jezreel Valley: A large, fertile valley in northern Israel that has historically been a
major thoroughfare and the site of many battles.

King's Highway: A major ancient trade route running through Transjordan.

Levant: The historical term for the land of the eastern Mediterranean, especially
the Southern Levant, which includes the areas of modern-day Israel, Palestine,
Lebanon, and Jordan.

Olim: Jewish immigrants to the Land of Israel.

Rift Valley: A geological depression formed by the movement of tectonic plates;
the most famous is the one that runs from Lebanon in the north to Africa in the
south.

Sabra: A Jew born in the Land of Israel, as opposed to those born in the diaspora.

Sacred Bridge: Another name for the Southern Levant, highlighting its role as a
land bridge connecting major empires.

Shephelah: The lowlands or foothills region located between the coastal plain
and the hill country in the Southern Levant.

Via Maris: The main coastal trade route in antiquity, meaning "the way of the
sea" in Latin.

Wadi: A usually dry streambed that fills with water during the rainy season, often
creating obstacles to travel in the arid regions of the Middle East.

Yediat Haaretz: Hebrew for "knowledge of the land," referring to educational
excursions designed to foster a connection between Jewish immigrants and their
new homeland.
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5. FAQs on Hudon, Biblical Archaeology,
Session 5, Geographical Arena, Part 1, Biblicalelearning.org
(Bel)

Frequently Asked Questions on Biblical Geography and Archaeology

1. Why is understanding the geographical context of the Bible so important for
Biblical Archaeology? Understanding the geographical context is crucial because
archaeological sites and events do not happen in isolation. The land itself, its
terrain, climate, and strategic location have all profoundly influenced the
historical events that took place there. By studying the geography, we gain insight
into the movements of peoples, the formation of settlements, the rise and fall of
empires, and the ways in which these factors shaped the biblical narrative. It also
allows us to better understand the strategic importance of the land.

2. What was the "Yediat Haaretz" and why was it significant for Jewish
immigrants? "Yediat Haaretz," meaning "knowledge of the land," was a practice
of organized excursions for Jewish immigrants (Olim) to the Holy Land,
particularly in the late 19th and 20th centuries. These excursions were significant
because they fostered a strong connection between the people and their new
homeland, essentially helping them feel like they were "coming home." It was a
way to create a strong sense of belonging and identity with the physical land,
which is deeply rooted in Jewish history and faith.

3. Who are some key figures in the study of historical geography and how did they
contribute? Several scholars were instrumental in the study of historical
geography in relation to the land of Israel. Michael Aviona was a scholar of the
classical period who wrote "The Holy Land", a historical geography from the
Persian period to the rise of Islam. Benjamin Mazar, an Old Testament scholar
and archaeologist, was a leader at Hebrew University, and pioneered
archaeological research in Israel. Yohanan Aharoni, a student of Mazar, authored
the popular textbook "The Land of the Bible," focusing on the Old Testament
period. And lastly, Anson F. Rainey, a student of Aharoni and an accomplished
linguist, furthered the study of historical geography and wrote "The Sacred
Bridge." These scholars emphasized the need to integrate diverse disciplines to
fully understand history, archaeology, and geographical context.
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4. What is the "Fertile Crescent"” and why was it a significant region in the ancient
world? The Fertile Crescent is a crescent-shaped area of arable land stretching
from the Persian Gulf, along the Tigris-Euphrates Valley (Mesopotamia), across to
the Taurus/Zagros Mountains, down into the Southern Levant (Canaan), and then
into the Nile Valley. This region was crucial as it was the "cradle of civilization" in
the ancient Near East, where agriculture flourished, and many early empires were
established. It's strategic location as a land bridge also meant that it saw constant
movement, conflict and trade, contributing to its significance.

5. Why was the Southern Levant, the area between Egypt and Mesopotamia, so
strategically important and frequently fought over? The Southern Levant served
as a vital land bridge or "corridor" connecting Egypt and Mesopotamia, as well as
Asia Minor. Its strategic location made it a highway of sorts for trade, migration,
and military campaigns. The lack of alternative routes made this region highly
coveted by empires seeking to expand their influence, leading to constant warfare
and destruction, which also explains the relative lack of grand, well-preserved
architectural remains compared to Egypt and Mesopotamia.

6. How does the varied topography of the Holy Land affect its climate, settlement
patterns, and historical significance? The Holy Land is not uniform; it has varied
terrain and climates. From west to east, the region includes the Sharon and
Philistine Plain, the Shephelah (lowlands/foothills), the hill country, the Judean
desert (rain shadow), and the Jordan Rift Valley. To the north, there's Mount
Carmel, the Jezreel Valley, and Upper and Lower Galilee. The varied terrain
affected settlement patterns, resource availability, and strategic control. For
example, the Jezreel Valley was a key route connecting the coast to the Jordan
Valley, while the hill country offered defensible positions. The wind patterns also
contribute to the storms on the Sea of Galilee.

7. What was the significance of the "Way of the Patriarchs," the "King's Highway,"
and the "Way of the Sea" in ancient times? These were key ancient road
networks within the land of Israel and its surrounding area. The "Way of the
Patriarchs" was a north-south route following the spine of the hill country in
Cisjordan, facilitating travel through the region. The "King's Highway" in
Transjordan was a well-traveled road with access to water and grain, preferred by
armies. The "Way of the Sea" or "Via Maris" was a major coastal route from
Northern Sinai, up the coast, breaking off towards the Sea of Galilee and
Damascus, linking important cities and regions for trade and military campaigns.
These networks shaped trade, communication, and warfare during biblical times.
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8. How do geographical factors, such as the Jordan Rift Valley and wind patterns,
contribute to understanding events and phenomena described in the Bible? The
Jordan Rift Valley is a significant geological feature, formed by the meeting of the
African and Arabian tectonic plates, and includes features such as the Sea of
Galilee and the Dead Sea. This area was prone to seismic activity as described in
biblical texts. Wind patterns off the Mediterranean created turbulent storms on
the Sea of Galilee, as mentioned in the Gospels, due to the way they were
funneled through the east-west valleys and hit the escarpment. These factors
illustrate how geographical features can influence and explain biblical events.



