
1 
 

Dr. Al Fuhr, Ecclesiastes, Session 5,  

Inevitability of Death Motif 

Resources from NotebookLM 

1) Abstract, 2) Audio podcast, 3) Study Guide, 4) Briefing Document, and 5) FAQs 

 

1. Abstract of Fuhr, Ecclesiastes, Session 5, Inevitability of Death Motif, 

Biblicalelearning.org, BeL 

Dr. Al Fuhr's lecture on Ecclesiastes focuses on the book's preoccupation with death's 

inevitability. He explores how the author, Kohelet, views death from a "under the sun" 

perspective, acknowledging the Old Testament's ambiguous afterlife theology. Fuhr 

argues that while Ecclesiastes doesn't explicitly detail a resurrection, it hints at a future 

judgment. He counters interpretations suggesting annihilationism, emphasizing 

Kohelet's focus on living life fully in light of death's certainty and God's ultimate 

sovereignty. The lecture also highlights the book's recurring theme of enjoying life, 

presented as a response to the understanding of mortality. 

2.  14 - minute Audio Podcast Created on the basis of  

Dr. Fuhr, Ecclesiastes, Session 5 –  Double click icon to play in 

Windows media player or go to the Biblicalelearning.org [BeL] 

Site and click the audio podcast link there (Old Testament → 

Psalms and Wisdom → Ecclesiastes).  
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3. Briefing Document 

Okay, here is a detailed briefing document summarizing the main themes and important 

ideas from the provided source, "Fuhr_Ecclesiastes_EN_Session05.pdf," incorporating 

quotes where relevant: 

Briefing Document: The Inevitability of Death in Ecclesiastes 

Introduction: 

This document summarizes key themes from Dr. Al Fuhr's lecture on Ecclesiastes, 

specifically focusing on the book's preoccupation with death, its implications, and its 

connection to other ideas presented in the book. The core argument is that Kohelet (the 

author of Ecclesiastes) grapples with the inevitability of death, its impact on the 

meaning of life, and the limitations of human wisdom in the face of it. This leads to a call 

to enjoy life and remember God while there is still time, and to the expectation of a 

future judgment. 

Main Themes and Ideas: 

1. Death as an Overarching Motif: 

• Kohelet is deeply preoccupied with death and its inevitability. This motif creates a 

"rather dire picture" in the book, emphasizing the transient nature of life. 

• Death is presented as the consequence of the fall of mankind (Genesis 3), 

permeating all of human existence. "And so, it becomes something that 

permeates all of mankind's existence. In other words, we know that from the very 

time that we are born, we are on a pathway, a trajectory toward the grave." 

• All individuals, regardless of their wisdom, wealth, or status, are heading towards 

the same "common grave." This idea is central to the book's exploration of life's 

meaning. 

1. The Ambiguity of the Afterlife in the Old Testament: 

• The Old Testament has a relatively ambiguous view of death and the afterlife. Old 

Testament saints knew "very little about man's existence after death." 

• Death is presented as something to be feared and avoided, not something to be 

welcomed. Wisdom is portrayed as a means to "stave off and put off the timing of 

one's death to elongate the years of one's life." 
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• The word Sheol (typically translated as "grave") is found frequently and it "seems 

to refer to a place of gloominess, it's a place to be avoided." However, it is "not 

necessarily referring to hell." 

1. Limitations of Wisdom: 

• Although wisdom is valuable in the present life, it "is not able to resolve the 

dilemma of hevel and the inevitability of death that accompanies this". 

• Kohelet recognizes that even the wise die, and there is no lasting legacy or 

memory. "For the wise man like the fool will not be long remembered, no lasting 

legacy. In days to come both will be forgotten." This emphasizes the futility of 

earthly achievements in light of death. 

• The same fate overtakes both the wise and the fool. "The wise man has eyes in 

his head while the fool walks in darkness. But I came to realize that the same fate 

overtakes them both." This realization contributes to Kohelet’s angst. 

1. Equality in Death: 

• Death is the great equalizer. "Man's fate is like that of the animals. The same fate 

awaits them both. As one dies, so dies the other." 

• All people, "the righteous and the wicked, the good and the bad," share the same 

destiny in death. There is no escape from it. 

• "All go to the same place, all come from dust, and to dust all return." This 

reinforces the cyclical and transient nature of life under the sun. 

1. The Fleeting Nature of Material Possessions and Achievements: 

• The pursuit of wealth and material possessions is deemed as hevel (meaningless, 

futile). "Whoever loves money never has money enough. Whoever loves wealth is 

never satisfied with his income. This, too, is hevel." 

• Kohelet emphasizes the absurdity of amassing wealth since it cannot be taken to 

the grave. "Naked a man comes from his mother's womb, ... he takes nothing 

from his labor that he can carry in his hand." 

• Achieving great things ultimately proves meaningless as they cannot be taken 

with an individual to the grave. 

1. God's Sovereignty Over Death's Timing: 
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• Humans cannot control the timing of their death. "No man has power over the 

wind to contain it, so no one has power over the day of his death." 

• God ultimately determines when one dies. "The race is not to the swift or the 

battle to the strong… but time and chance happen to them all." 

• The possibility of premature death due to unwise or wicked actions is also noted: 

"Why die before your time? God might snuff you out for the sins that you 

commit." 

1. Death as a Foil for the Enjoyment of Life: 

• While acknowledging life's difficulties and suffering, Kohelet encourages the 

enjoyment of life, urging one to "take the proverbial bull by the horns" and live to 

the fullest. 

• The awareness of death is a prod towards present experience. 

• The repeated "enjoy life" refrain is central, and it emphasizes the importance of 

finding joy in present experiences. “Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink 

your wine with a joyful heart…Enjoy life with your wife whom you love, all the 

days of this hevel life…” 

• Kohelet urges to take advantage of opportunities to draw enjoyment from the 

present life "For in the grave, Sheol, where you're going, and don't doubt that 

that's where you're heading, you're in that trajectory, there's neither working nor 

planning nor knowledge nor wisdom." 

1. The Motivation Towards Sobriety and Fear of God: 

• The inevitability of death and the limited capacity of humanity to influence the 

timing of death, is a motivation towards living life soberly in the fear of God. 

• The awareness of death should lead to remembering God while young. 

"Remember your Creator in the days of your youth, before the days of trouble 

come..." 

• An expectation of future judgment is tied to the concept of the "fear of God." 

1. Expectation of Future Judgment: 

• While Kohelet does not explicitly detail resurrection or heaven/hell, there seems 

to be an expectation of some form of future judgment. "For God will bring every 

deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, whether it is good or evil." 
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• The idea of God rectifying wrongs and bringing a final reckoning is present, even if 

veiled. This also seems to address those times when God's judgment may not be 

seen in the present. 

• Even though there may not be any detail, the expectation of future judgment 

seems to suggest that there will be a day when man will be held accountable for 

their deeds. 

• The expectation of a future judgment seems to motivate Kohelet to live soberly. 

Key Quotes: 

• "And so, it becomes something that permeates all of mankind's existence. In 

other words, we know that from the very time that we are born, we are on a 

pathway, a trajectory toward the grave." 

• "For in Sheol, the NIV translates this, for in the grave, where you are going there 

is neither working nor planning nor knowledge nor wisdom." 

• "For the wise man like the fool will not be long remembered, no lasting legacy. In 

days to come both will be forgotten." 

• "Man's fate is like that of the animals. The same fate awaits them both. As one 

dies, so dies the other." 

• "No man has power over the wind to contain it, so no one has power over the day 

of his death." 

• “Go, eat your food with gladness, and drink your wine with a joyful heart…Enjoy 

life with your wife whom you love, all the days of this hevel life…” 

• "For God will bring every deed into judgment, including every hidden thing, 

whether it is good or evil." 

Conclusion: 

Dr. Fuhr’s presentation of Ecclesiastes highlights the book's central preoccupation with 

death. Kohelet's observations about the inevitability of death are not presented as a 

purely nihilistic view of existence, but rather as a framework to emphasize the 

importance of enjoying life in the present and maintaining a sober perspective while 

remembering God. The book also points towards a belief in an ultimate judgment, which 

adds another dimension to the meaning of life's fleeting existence. Kohelet's journey is 

not one of despair, but rather a call to live with awareness and wisdom within the limits 

of this fallen world. 
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4.  Fuhr, Ecclesiastes, Session 5, Inevitability of Death Motif 

Ecclesiastes: A Study Guide on Death and the Inevitability of Judgment 

Quiz 

Instructions: Answer each question in 2-3 sentences based on the provided source 

material. 

1. What is Kohelet's primary preoccupation in Ecclesiastes regarding the human 

condition? 

2. How does the Old Testament generally portray death, and what is a common 

response to its inevitability? 

3. What is Sheol, and how does its meaning in Ecclesiastes differ from some other 

common interpretations? 

4. According to Ecclesiastes, what aspects of life can wisdom not resolve? 

5. How does Kohelet compare the fates of humans and animals in Ecclesiastes, and 

what conclusion does he draw? 

6. What point does Kohelet make about the futility of amassing wealth in a fleeting 

world? 

7. What does Kohelet suggest is a "common destiny" for all people, and what impact 

does this observation have? 

8. How does Kohelet view the present life in relation to death and the grave? 

9. According to the text, what is the relationship between the timing of one’s death 

and God's sovereignty? 

10. How does the expectation of future judgment influence Kohelet's perspective on 

how we should live our lives? 

Quiz Answer Key 

1. Kohelet is primarily preoccupied with the inevitability of death. He repeatedly 

addresses this motif, noting that it paints a dire picture of life. He sees death as 

the ultimate equalizer, affecting everyone regardless of status or achievement. 

2. The Old Testament generally portrays death as something to be feared and 

avoided, rather than something to look forward to. Wisdom is valued for its 

potential to extend one’s lifespan, as death is seen as a negative event. 
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3. Sheol is a Hebrew word typically translated as “grave,” but it points to more than 

a simple burial place. In Ecclesiastes, it refers to a gloomy place to be avoided, not 

necessarily a hell of judgment, but a realm where activity ceases. 

4. Wisdom, according to Ecclesiastes, cannot resolve the problem of the fleeting 

nature of life (hevel) and the inevitability of death. While wisdom can provide 

some advantage in life, it can’t stop death, nor can it provide an advantage in the 

afterlife. 

5. Kohelet observes that both humans and animals share the same fate, going from 

dust to dust, with no advantage for humans regarding death. This is meant to 

highlight the fleeting nature of life (hevel) and the equalizing effect of death. 

6. Kohelet argues that amassing wealth is futile because death makes all material 

possessions irrelevant. No amount of wealth can be taken to the grave, rendering 

such pursuits pointless. 

7. Kohelet says that the "common destiny" for all people is death and the grave, the 

place where there is no further activity, planning, knowledge, or wisdom. This 

causes angst for Kohelet because he realizes the limitation of wisdom. 

8. Kohelet views the present life as a precious opportunity that should be embraced 

since the grave offers no further chances for such pursuits. He believes that the 

living have hope, while the dead are incapable of action, experience, or wisdom. 

9. The text emphasizes that the timing of one's death is ultimately under God's 

sovereignty and cannot be dictated by man. It is God who determines when life 

begins and ends, demonstrating a limit to human power and wisdom. 

10. The expectation of a future judgment motivates Kohelet to promote a life of 

sobriety, fearing God, and remembering the Creator. He suggests that while this 

life is fleeting, God will hold everyone accountable for their deeds in an ultimate 

day of reckoning. 
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Essay Questions 

1. Explore the tension between the inevitability of death and the call to enjoy life in 

Ecclesiastes. How does Kohelet use this tension to motivate his readers toward a 

certain way of living? 

2. Analyze Kohelet’s view of wisdom and its limitations in the face of death, as 

presented in the text. Does he see wisdom as entirely futile, or does it serve a 

purpose even in a world marked by death? 

3. Discuss how the concept of “hevel” (vanity/fleetingness) interacts with Kohelet’s 

musings on death and the afterlife. How does this idea shape his perspective on 

the human condition? 

4. Examine Kohelet’s perspective on the afterlife, particularly in light of his 

observations about the common fate of humans and animals. Does the text 

suggest a belief in some form of post-mortem judgment, and if so, how does it 

influence Kohelet’s overall message? 

5. Consider the various ways Kohelet uses the idea of death as a foil in his 

reflections on the quality of life. How does the reality of death function to both 

create anxiety and motivate purpose in the book of Ecclesiastes? 
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Glossary of Key Terms 

• Hevel: A Hebrew word meaning “vapor,” “breath,” or “fleeting.” It conveys a sense 

of transience, futility, and meaninglessness that permeates Kohelet's view of life. 

• Kohelet: The Hebrew term meaning "Teacher," or "Preacher." This is the persona 

or the author of the book of Ecclesiastes. 

• Sheol: In the Old Testament, refers to the realm of the dead, often translated as 

“grave” or "pit." In Ecclesiastes it is presented as a place of gloom and inactivity, 

something to be avoided. 

• Amal: A Hebrew word meaning “toil” or “labor,” often referring to the 

burdensome and sometimes futile work that is part of the human experience. 

• Yitron: A Hebrew word meaning "profit" or "advantage," which Kohelet seeks 

throughout the book of Ecclesiastes. 

• Under the Sun: This phrase is used frequently in Ecclesiastes to indicate a limited, 

earthly, and horizontal perspective. Kohelet often observes life from this limited 

human perspective. 

• Enjoy Life Refrains: A repetitive motif in Ecclesiastes urging people to embrace 

the good things of life such as food, drink, and relationships in light of life's 

brevity. 

• Allotment (Helek): The portion or share that God gives to an individual within the 

context of a fleeting world. 

• Annihilationism: The belief that there is no conscious existence after death and 

that individuals simply cease to exist. Kohelet does not embrace this view. 

• Judgment: In the context of Ecclesiastes, it refers to the expectation that God will 

hold all people accountable for their actions, either in this life or after death. 
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5. FAQs on Fuhr, Ecclesiastes, Session 5, Inevitability of Death 

Motive, Biblicalelearning.org (BeL) 
 

FAQ on Ecclesiastes and the Inevitability of Death 

1. What is Kohelet's primary concern in Ecclesiastes regarding death, and how 

does it shape the book's perspective? Kohelet, the author of Ecclesiastes, is 

deeply preoccupied with the inevitability of death. This theme permeates the 

book, casting a somber tone on human existence. From Kohelet's "under the sun" 

perspective, death is the ultimate equalizer, rendering achievements and wisdom 

seemingly futile. This focus on death's certainty leads to a questioning of life's 

meaning when viewed solely from an earthly perspective. 

2. How does the concept of hevel relate to the book's treatment of life and death? 

The Hebrew word hevel, often translated as "meaningless," "futile," or "fleeting," 

is central to Ecclesiastes. It underscores the transient nature of life and all its 

pursuits, including wealth, wisdom, and achievements. Hevel highlights that all 

these things vanish with death and cannot be taken to the grave. This transience 

emphasizes the limitations of a life focused solely on earthly endeavors as they all 

ultimately lead to the same end. 

3. What does Ecclesiastes suggest about the afterlife and Sheol? Ecclesiastes 

presents an ambiguous view of the afterlife. Sheol, typically translated as "the 

grave," is depicted as a place of gloom, inactivity, and lack of consciousness, not 

necessarily a place of punishment. While the book doesn't explicitly endorse an 

idea of active torment or a traditional concept of hell, it presents Sheol as 

something to be avoided. Ecclesiastes' perspective remains within the limits of 

Old Testament revelation, lacking the explicit details of resurrection and judgment 

found in the New Testament. 

4. According to Ecclesiastes, how does the inevitability of death affect the wise 

and the foolish? Ecclesiastes emphasizes that death is the common destiny of all 

people, regardless of wisdom, wealth, or status. The wise and the foolish, the 

righteous and the wicked, all share the same fate, heading toward the grave. This 

inevitability of death causes Kohelet to question the practical value of wisdom if it 

cannot prevent death or its impact and does not extend beyond it. 
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5. Does Ecclesiastes deny the possibility of a post-mortem existence? No, 

Ecclesiastes doesn't definitively deny post-mortem existence or consciousness. 

Rather, it operates from a limited "under the sun" viewpoint. The author's 

observations are confined to what can be seen and experienced in this earthly 

realm. The text suggests that there is likely more than just death and nothingness. 

There are subtle hints about future judgment which hint at something more to 

come. The author, Kohelet, is operating within a historical context that precedes 

the full revelation of the afterlife seen in the New Testament. 

6. How does Ecclesiastes reconcile the apparent futility of life with its calls for joy 

and enjoyment? While acknowledging the fleeting nature of life and the 

inevitability of death, Ecclesiastes urges people to embrace joy and find 

satisfaction in the present. These "enjoy life" refrains encourage the enjoyment of 

simple things like food, drink, work, and companionship. This isn't a contradiction 

of hevel, but it’s a way to live and make the best of this temporal existence. The 

book uses the certainty of death as a motivating factor to live fully and appreciate 

present opportunities. 

7. What does Ecclesiastes say about God's role in death and the timing of death? 

Ecclesiastes suggests that the timing of death is ultimately determined by God, 

underscoring divine sovereignty. The book emphasizes that no amount of 

planning or wisdom can control when a person dies. Despite the perception of 

injustice in the world, there is an expectation that God will judge both the 

righteous and the wicked and will ultimately bring all actions to reckoning. 

8. How does the concept of future judgment function in the book's understanding 

of death? While not explicitly detailing a vision of the afterlife, Ecclesiastes does 

suggest that there will be some form of future judgment. This expectation that 

God will ultimately evaluate all deeds, including hidden ones, motivates a sober 

and reverent approach to life. The anticipation of a day of reckoning is used as a 

prompt to "fear God" and follow his commandments, implying that life under the 

sun is only part of the story. This potential for future judgment provides a greater 

sense of meaning to the inevitability of death. 


