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CHAPTER 25 The -m Verbs

CHAPTER 25
The - Verbs

You will be able to—

1. read and write the basic paradigms of the -yt verbs,

2. understand how -put verbs relate to the verb forms we have learned thus far,
3. gain more practice in translating and working with Greek, and

4. master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words.

Introduction

So far we have worked with the -® conjugation, which is also called “thematic” because
its verbs use a connecting vowel (usually o or €) between the stem and the ending. Another
type of verb that is older, but by New Testament times played a less important role in Koine
Greek, is the “mi (-p)” or “athematic” verbs.

There are four types of -pu verbs:

1. Omicron class (didmpt, I give)

didmpu is omicron class because the root is do-.
2. Alpha class (iotnu, I set, stand)

iotnu is alpha class because the root is ota-.
3. Epsilon class (tiOnu, I put)

TiOnuu is epsilon class because the root is Oe-.
4. Upsilon (deikvou, I show, explain)

deikvopu 1s upsilon class because the root is deucvo-.

With a few simple rules and knowledge of the endings, these verbs prove fairly regular.
The point is not to master them but to be able to recognize their forms.
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Formation Rules

1. Inthe present and imperfect, the initial consonant is reduplicated and connected with
an iota (cf. perfect) (Mounce, Basics, 313f.).

do (the root of didwpt) becomes d1do.

2. - verbs do not take a connecting vowel before the pronominal endings. Rather, the
root’s final vowel may be retained, lengthened, or omitted.

9180 becomes 3.
3. The present form takes the following pronominal endings (Learn these well):

Singular  Plural

I. -m -pev
-G 1€
3. -o1 -0ol

4. Most of the -pu verbs use the tense suffix ka rather than the normal ca (e.g., Edwka).
Don’t confuse this with the perfects. Note that the present is different, but the rest
have rather normal endings that you already know.

otoom Paradigms (I give [root d0])

Active Indicatives

Present Imperfect Future Aorist Perfect
Singular

1. didmut £o1dovv aleo} £0mKaL dédWKAL

2. d1dmg £0100V¢ dMGELS £0mKag d€dmKaG

3. didwou(v) £6100v dMoEL E0mKe(V) d€dmKe(V)
Plural

1. didopev gdioopev dMGOUEV E0KAEV dedMKAEV

2. didote £61dote dMoETE £ddKaTE deddKaTE

3. d1doac(v) £oidocav dmoovoy(v) £0mKOV dEdMKV

150



CHAPTER 25 The -m Verbs

Other Moods
Present Aorist Present Aorist
Subjunctive Subjunctive Imperative Imperative
Singular
1. 310® RIo) — —
2. 010(¢ OMG didov 300G
3. J10® 0} ANdOT® J0T®
Plural
1 d10duev ddueV — —
2. ddTe ddTE didote d0te
3. dudou(v) ddoYV) dwdéTwoOV d0TOOOV
Infinitives
Present Aorist
Active ddova dodvat
Middle  6idocBo d0cHa
Passive  didocBan doffjvar

Present Middle/Passive Indicative
(note how regular)
Singular Plural
1. didopo odopeda

. oldoocon o1doc0e
3. didoton oldovral

Filling Out the Paradigm

Imperfect Mid./Pass.: £6186unv, £€616060, £5i6010, £6106e00, £6100G0¢, £61d0VTO
Future Middles: dmcopat, dmor, ddvceton, dwcopeda, ddoecsbe, dhcovrol

Future Passives: doOnoopat, 6001on, dobfcetat, d00ncdpeda, dodnoeche, doBncovtal
Aorist Middles: £€d6unv, £€dov, €60t10, £60ueba, Edocbe, Edovto

Aorist Passives: £€600nv, £€600nc, £0601, £€500npev, £060nte, £000MCaV

Perfect Mid/Pass: 6édopat, d€dooat, dédotat, deddueda, 6£6000g, dEdovTal
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Three other -pu verb types are based on the final vowel of their root:

» Alpha class: (o, I set, stand),
» Epsilon class: (tidnu, I put), and
» Upsilon class: (deikvout, I show, explain).

We will now look more carefully at these. In this section we will focus on the present
tense only. The other tenses are fairly regular if the expected changes to the final vowels are
kept in mind. One should note that in the present and imperfect, the final vowel is lengthened
in the singular and shortened in the plural.

Present Paradigms

Singular

1. fomu TN delkvou

2. {otng Ti0Ng deilkvug/dekvielg
3. fotou(v) Tibnouv) deikvooi(v)
Plural

1. iotapev Ti0epev deilkvopev

2. {otate tifete delkvute

3. iotao(v) 1000 V) dekvOaoL(V)

Although the normal pi-verb paradigm for stems ending in v (e.g., amdAlout, deikvopr)
would require deikvug as the second person singular form, it appears as deikvielg in its sole
occurrence in the New Testament.

Exploring tidnm

Imperfect Active: tiOnv, éti0eig, £ti0et, £1i0epev, €tibete, €1i0ecav
Aorist Indicative: €0nka, €0nkoac, £€Onke(v), €éONkapev, é0nKarte, EOnrav
Present Subjunctive: T110®, T161ig, T101], TIO®pEV, TIOfTE, TIODGU(V)
Aorist Subjunctive: 0®, 0fic, 01, 0dpev, Ofjte, ODBoUV)

Present Active Imperative: tibet, T10étm, Tibete, TIOETOOOV

Aorist Active Imperative: 0éc, 0¢tw, 0éte, Oétwoav
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Principal Parts

PresAl FAI AAIl PerfAl PerfMI API
didmut dDGm E0mKaL dédmKAL dédopan £€060nVv
i Onow gonia RN €00 £té0nv
o oTNo® gotnoa £0TNKO goTapon €0tV

deikvopu delEw goeéa (0éde1 ) dédetypan €0etyonv

-m Participles

Participles are formed in a fairly regular manner with the initial reduplication in the
present but not in the aorist (all masculine singular examples here):

Present Participles

Active Masc. Fem. Neut.
Nom. tee]ia dovoa Y
Gen. dOVTOC ddovong dd6vTOg
Mid/Pass

Nom. ddoUEVOC odopévn ddouEVOV
Gen. ddopévou ddopévng J0pEVOL

Aorist Participles (just pop the o1 off the present ptc.)

Active Masc. Fem. Neut.
Nom. dovg dodoa dov

Gen. d0VTOg dovong d0VTOg
Middle

Nom. dOpEVOC dopévn douevov
Gen. douévou dopévng douévou
Passive

Nom. d00eic dob<ica d00¢v
Gen. d00évtog dobeiong d00évtoc

Perfect Participles (shift the ot to o€ + perf. kot/Kuvt)

Active Masc. Fem. Neut.
Nom. dEdMKMG dedmKvia 0edmKHG
Gen. de0WKOTOG dedmrviag de0WKOTOG
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Mid/Pass no perf. k
Nom. ded0UEVOG dedopévn dedopevov
Gen. ddopévou dedopévNG dedopEVOL

Translation Examples

O matnp Ayand TOV VIOV Kol TavTa SE6MKEV £V TH) XEPL AV TOD.
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand (Jn. 3:35).

oDTMG Kol T@ LID EdmreV (v ExEV &V £0VTY.
So he gave to the son also to have life in himself (Jn. 5:26).

amoxpivetar ‘Incodg, Tiv yoynv cov Hrgp Epod OMoelg;
Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me?” (Jn. 13:38).

Chant: -mi verb Spanish endings (Present)

ditdmut: -y, -¢, -ouv), -pev, -t€, aoyv)

Vocabulary

aviotnut I raise, erect (108)
Ao L I destroy (90)

aginut I let go, dismiss (143)
didmu I give, put (415)

7on now, already (61)

o I set, stand (154)
KNpOoo® I proclaim (61)
ToPadidmLLL I entrust, hand over (119)
TN I put, place (100)

Qnpi I say (66)
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