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CHAPTER 25 The -m Verbs

CHAPTER 25
The -p Verbs

You will be able to—

1. read and write the basic paradigms of the -yt verbs,

2. understand how -pu verbs relate to the verb forms we have learned thus far,
3. gain more practice in translating and working with Greek, and

4. master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words.

Introduction

So far we have worked with the -® conjugation, which is also called “thematic” because
its verbs use a connecting vowel (usually o or €) between the stem and the ending. Another
type of verb that is older, but by New Testament times played a less important role in Koine
Greek, is the “mi (-p)” or “athematic” verbs.

There are four types of -pu verbs:

1. Omicron class (6idmu, | give)

didwut is omicron class because the root is do-.
2. Alphaclass (iotnu, | set, stand)

fotnu is alpha class because the root is ota-.
3. Epsilon class (tifnw, | pu)

i is epsilon class because the root is Oe-.
4. Upsilon (d&ixvopu, | show, explain)

detkvopu is upsilon class because the root is detcvo-.

With a few simple rules and knowledge of the endings, these verbs prove fairly regular.
The point is not to master them but to be able to recognize their forms.

Formation Rules

1. Inthe present and imperfect, the initial consonant is reduplicated and connected with
an iota (cf. perfect) (Mounce, Basics, 313f.).

do (the root of didwpt) becomes 61d0.
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2. - verbs do not take a connecting vowel before the pronominal endings. Rather, the
root’s final vowel may be retained, lengthened, or omitted.

o100 becomes d1dw.

3. The present form takes the following pronominal endings (Learn these well):

Singular  Plural

1. -wm -pev
2. - -T¢
3. -ot -0l

4. Most of the -1 verbs use the tense suffix ko rather than the normal ca (e.g., £dmxa).
Don’t confuse this with the perfects. Note that the present is different, but the rest
have rather normal endings that you already know.

oo Paradigms (I give [root do])

Active Indicatives

Present Imperfect  Future Aorist Perfect
Singular

1. dido £o1dovv dMoW £dmKal d€dmK

2. didmg £01d0vg OMGELS g0mKag O€dmKaG

3. didwoi(v) £06100v dmoel £0mKe(V) dédmke(V)
Plural

1. didopev goidopev dMGOoEV E0KapEV dedMKOAUEV

2. didote £o1dote dmwaoete £0KATE dedmKATE

3. d1doac(v) £6id0oav dwoovoi(v) E6mKOV dédmKaV
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Other Moods

Present Aorist Present Aorist
Subjunctive  Subjunctive Imperative Imperative
Singular
1. 5160 R0 — —
2. d10®g g didov d0¢
3. 010 ) OOt d0T®
Plural
1 d1ddpev dDEV — —
2. d10(te oMTE otdote 00tE
3. d16doy(v) ddyou(v) ddoTOOAY doTwoav
Infinitives
Present Aorist
Active o1doval dodval
Middle  didoc0au 06600
Passive  didocOat doOfvar

Present Middle/Passive Indicative
(note how regular)
Singular Plural
1. Sidopon oo ueda

2. didooal otdoohe
3. didoton dldovtol

Filling Out the Paradigm

Imperfect Mid./Pass.: £6166unv, £8id0c0, £5id0t0, £8100pe00a, £6id000E, £5idovTOo
Future Middles: dmdoopat, ddom, dmoetal, dmooueda, dbhoeche, dbhoovtat

Future Passives: do0fcopat, d00mom, dobfoetal, dodncoueda, d00noecbe, dobnocovta
Aorist Middles: £66unv, £€dov, £d0t0, £60ueba, Ed0c0e, EdovTo

Aorist Passives: £€660nv, £€600ng, £€600m, £660nuev, £660nte, £660NMcav

Perfect Mid/Pass: 6édopat, dédocat, dédotat, deddpeda, d€d0abs, dEdovTat
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Three other -uu verb types are based on the final vowel of their root:

» Alphaclass: (iotnu, | set, stand),
» Epsilon class: (tiOn, | put), and
» Upsilon class: (dgikvout, | show, explain).

We will now look more carefully at these. In this section we will focus on the present
tense only. The other tenses are fairly regular if the expected changes to the final vowels are
kept in mind. One should note that in the present and imperfect, the final vowel is lengthened
in the singular and shortened in the plural.

Present Paradigms

Singular

1. lomu TiOn delkvopt

2. long 1i0ng deikvug/detkvielg
3. iomoi(v) 1iOnou(v) deikvooi(v)
Plural

1. iotopev tiBepev deikvopuev

2. {otate TifeTe delkvute

3. iotdoi(v) T0¢0o1(V) dewkvoaoi(v)

Although the normal pi-verb paradigm for stems ending in v (e.g., dméAlout, deikvop)
would require deikvug as the second person singular form, it appears as dewvoeig in its sole
occurrence in the New Testament.

Exploring tionm

Imperfect Active: £tifny, étibeig, étibet, £tibepev, €tibete, €ti0scay
Aorist Indicative: £€0nka, £0nkoag, E0nke(v), E0Mkapey, E0MKkate, EOnKay
Present Subjunctive: 110®, ti01|¢, 1101, TI0dpev, T1OTTE, TIODOUV)
Aorist Subjunctive: 0®, 6fig, 61}, Odpev, bijte, OdoL(V)

Present Active Imperative: tifet, T16é1m, 1ibeTE, TIOETOGOV

Aorist Active Imperative: 0, 0étw, Oéte, Oétwoay
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Principal Parts

PresAl FAI AAl PerfAl PerfMI API
otdmut alelo} E0mKa dédmKa dédopat £060mv
TN Onow g0nka té0eca té0euon £TE0MV
ot OTNoO® gotnoa g€otnKa gotaplon gotdOnv

deikvopu atan) £de1&al (6€de1y0) dédetrypan £0eiybnv

- Participles

Participles are formed in a fairly regular manner with the initial reduplication in the
present but not in the aorist (all masculine singular examples here):

Present Participles

Active Masc. Fem. Neut.
Nom. d1dovg dwodoa IOy
Gen. ddOvTOC ddovong ddovTog
Mid/Pass

Nom. d1doUEVOC ddopévn ddopevov
Gen. ddopévou dwopévng ddopévou

Aorist Participles (Just pop the & off the present ptc.)

Active Masc. Fem. Neut.
Nom. d0v¢g dodoa oV

Gen. dOVTOg dovong dOVTOg
Middle

Nom. d0UEVOG dopévn dopevov
Gen. dopévou dopévng dopévov
Passive

Nom. d00beig dobsica d00év
Gen. d00évtog dobeiong d00évtog
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Perfect Participles (shift the outo ég + perf. kot/ku)

Active Masc. Fem. Neut.
Nom. JEdMKMG dedwrvia dedwKOG
Gen. de0WKOTOG dedmrviag dedWKOTOG

Mid/Pass no perf.
Nom. ded0UEVOG dedopévn dedopevov
Gen. dESOUEVOL dedopévng dedOUEVOL

Translation Examples

O matnp Ayamd TOV VIOV Kol Tavta SE6MKEV £V T XEP1 ATOD.
The Father loves the Son and has given all things into his hand (Jn. 3:35).

oDTmG Kol 1@ LVID Edmrev oMV Exev &V £00TH.
So he gave to the son also to have life in himself (Jn. 5:26).

amokpivetor ‘Incodg, Trv yoynv cov vrep €Lod Onoerg;
Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me?”” (Jn. 13:38).

Chant: -mi verb Spanish endings (Present)

didout: -, -¢, -ou(v), -pev, -1€, aoi(v)

Vocabulary

aviotnu | raise, erect (108)
AmOALL L | destroy (90)

apinu I let go, dismiss (143)
didmput | give, put (415)

fion now, already (61)

ot | set, stand (154)
KNpOUGG® | proclaim (61)
Topadidmp | entrust, hand over (119)
TiOn | put, place (100)

onui | say (66)
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