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CHAPTER 18 Perfect Verbs

CHAPTER 18
Perfect Verbs

You will be able to—

recognize and write the perfect active indicative paradigms,

recognize pluperfect active indicative paradigms,

know the perfect stem forms of some of the major verbs learned in previous lessons,
translate perfect and pluperfect indicative forms,

gain more practice in translating and working with Greek,

master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words, and

memorize Mat. 6:13a in Greek.

Noook~owhE

Introduction and Translation

The perfect tense form is used by an author to portray an action as a state of being often
frontgrounding the action, singling out the action for special attention. Porter points out that
the perfect may refer to past events and be translated like an aorist (e.g. Jn. 12:40 “he blinded
their eyes”), a present (Jn. 12:23 “the hour is come”) and rarely even as a future (1 Jn. 2:5
“the love of God will be completed”). There are also omnitemporal/gnomic and timeless
uses as well (1 Jn. 4:12 “no one has ever seen God”) and iterative uses (Jn. 16:23 “these
things | have repeatedly spoken to you”) (Porter, Idioms, 40f). The diversity of meanings
will be narrowed down based on the lexical meaning of a particular verb or by contextual
indicators. For now we will translate it with the simple helping verb “have” but realize that
its base meaning is frontgrounding a state of affairs.

Perfect Formation

The perfect is the last Greek tense to be learned. It is formed by attaching both a prefix
and a suffix to the perfect active stem. The perfect suffix is ka, while the perfect prefix is
derived by reduplication of the initial consonant.

Reduplication  Stem Perfect Pronominal Perfect tense
connective  ending form
Ae + v + Ko, + TE = AeAdkorte

Reduplication Patterns

Consonantal reduplication: When a verb begins with a consonant, the consonant is
doubled and attached to the front of a word with a connecting epsilon (Ae + Avka).

Exceptions: ¢, x, or 6
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If the initial consonant of the verb is o, x, or 0, the reduplicated consonant will be = (for
), k (for x), or t (for 8). See Mounce, Basics, 222.

QovEPO® becomes TEPAVEP DKL (I have shown)
yapilopan becomes Keyapropat (I have given freely)
Bepamedm becomes tebepameopon (1 have been healed)

Vocalic reduplication: When a verb begins with a vowel or diphthong, the vowel is
lengthened: éAmilw becomes fjAmika and aitéw becomes fjtnko.

Doubled consonant or p: If a word begins with two consonants or a rho, an epsilon is
usually added instead of reduplication: yivéokm (Stem yvm-) becomes &yvoxko.

Compound verbs: The reduplicated form comes between the verb and the initial
preposition: anootélAm becomes dnéctaika.

Adding Perfect Kappa

Contract verbs lengthen their final stem vowel preceding the perfect k ending: dyomdwm
becomes rjydmnia.

If a verb stem ends in 1, 8, or 0, the consonant is dropped when the perfect « is added:
éamtiCw (Stem élmid-) becomes fiimuka.

The middle/passives reduplicate on the front end but do not add the ka suffix on the back
end.

Perfect Active Indicative of Mo

Singular Plural
1. Aéhoka | have loosed Aelvkapev We have loosed
2. AEhvKog You have loosed Aeldkote You have loosed

3. Aélvke(v)  Helshel/it has loosed  Aeivkaoci(v)  They have loosed

Note that the active endings are used: —, ¢, €, pev, 1€, ou(v). The first singular drops the v,
and the third plural goes to ci(v).

Perfect Middle/Passive Indicative of Avm

Singular Plural

Aédopon | have been loosed Aeddpebo  We have been loosed

2. Moo You have been AéhwoOe  You have been loosed
loosed

3. Aélvtor  Hefshe/it has been Aélvvtar  They have been loosed
loosed

=
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Translate perfect middle/passives as passive unless the particular verb or context dictates
otherwise. Middles will, as normal, be understood as emphasizing the subject’s participation
in the action of the verb and translated active or for the subject’s benefit (have loosed [for
himself]). There is no ka suffix. Primary endings are added directly, with no theme vowel
(e, 0) and “lemoners” drop their consonant as the ending is added. The contract verbs will
lengthen their stem vowel and other consonantal ending verbs will make various consonantal
shifts:

pot, oot tat, peba, obe, vrot

oéomaopat, 6éomoat, cécmotat . . . (from cdlm)
KEKPLuaL, KEkploat, kékprrot (from kpivw)
ne@iAnuon, tepiincai teeuntat... (from eulém)
yéypappat, yéypayat, yeypomtot (from ypaow)

Second Perfect

A few verbs do not take the ko perfect tense marker but still follow the reduplication
pattern. Mounce (Basics, 224) notes four common second perfect verbs, to which a fifth can
be added:

aKoV® becomes  dxnkoa
yivopat becomes  yéyova
YPAQ® becomes  yéypaopa
Epyopon becomes  é\Avba
Aopfave becomes  &ilnoa

Second Perfect Middle/Passive add the endings directly onto the base form without an
intervening ko (Stevens, New Testament Greek, 255).

gyvoopal, &yvooot, £yvootal ... = | have been known (ywvookw) (for the second
person singular, the doubled sigma reduces to a single sigma for euphonic
purposes).
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Oida

oida is an odd verb that is a perfect but translated as a present. You should be aware of its
irregular form. Mathewson insightfully proffers that it retains its perfect aspect.

01da Paradigm

1. oida | know otdapev we know
2. oidag you know oidate you know
3. oide(v) he/she/it knows oidao(v) they know

Pluperfect Paradigm—Augmented Perfect

Pluperfect tense is rare and expresses action completed in the past with a terminated effect
some time in the past. The pluperfect is formed by adding an augment to the perfect form
and using the suffixes illustrated below. Some pluperfects, however, do not add an augment
(MK. 14:44).

1. &heldkewv | had loosed EAENDKEILEY we had loosed
2.  EleADKELS you had loosed EAEADKELTE you had loosed
3. élelvkel he/she/it had loosed  éheldkeicay they had loosed

In its form, you can think of the pluperfect as an augmented perfect. The g1 connecting
diphthong also can trigger you to think of the pluperfect.

Principal Parts

For Greek verbs there are six principal parts from which the paradigms are built. You now
know how all the parts function. When you look verbs up in the lexicon, these six principal
parts will be listed:

Present Future Aorist Active
ayomdio Ayomnow nydmmoa
Perfect Active Perfect Mid/Pass  Aorist Passive
Nyémmko Nydmmuon Nyamnonv

Chant Perfect Active Indicative (RAI) Verb

AélvKa -, =G, -&,

-pev, -1€, -0l

Chant Perfect Middle/Passive Indicative (RM/PI) Verb

AéAvpon -ool, -Tal,

-ueba, -o0e, -vion
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Perfect Indicative Verb Stems

Present Active Perfect Active Perfect Mid/Pass

Qryamio NyomnKo NYGmn ot I love
AKov® axnKoa — | hear
AmOGTEAMA® AmEGTAAK AmEcTaALLOL I send
BaAm BEPANKa BEPANLON | throw
yivopan yéyova, yeyévnpon | become
YWVOOK® Eyvoxa Eyvoopon | know
L T0I0) YEYPAOQ YEYPOLLLLLOL | write
Epyouat EAvda — | come
gvploK® ebpnra — | find
Exm Eoymro — | have
KOAE® KEKANKQ KEKAN MO I call
Kpivew KEKPIKOL KEKPLLLOL | judge
AOAE® AeldAnKa AeAdAn ot | speak
Aopfave giAnoa — | take, receive
Aéym glpnka glpnuot | say
HEVOD HEUEVIIKOL — | remain
Opaw EDpoKa — | see
ToTED® TEMOTEVKO, nenioTeEL O | believe
TOE® TEMOINKOL TEMOin ot | do, make
TOPELOLLAL — TETOPEVLOL I go
(0140 c£0MKOL GE0MGLLOL | save

Translation Examples

O fv &n’ dpyfig, 6 dxmrdauey, 8 Eoplropey
What was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen (1 Jn. 1:1)

Léyer avtd, Nad, 1opte, &y memictevka &ti ov &l 6 XpioTtoc.
She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I have believed that you are the Christ” (Jn. 11:27).
(The perfects here refer to present states and may be translated present: “I believe”)

Kol Mgl memotedKapey Kol £yvakapey 6Tt o &l 6 &ytoc oD Ogod.
And we have believed and have known that you are the holy one of God (Jn. 6:69).
(Likewise these refer to present states so may be translated present: “We believe and
know that...”)
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Vocabulary

YEVWA® | beget (97)
dkooovHvT, -NG, M righteousness (92)
FAVAY if, when (351)
gipnvn, -ng, 1 peace (92)

oida | know (318)

oikia, -0g, M house (93)
Opm | see (454)
TEPITATED I walk, live (95)
TG how (103)
Qoféopon | fear (95)

Memory Verse: Mat. 6:12b-13a

¢ Kol NUETS APNKOUEY 10l  OQENETOUG NUOV*
as also we we forgave the  debtors our;
Koi ) eloevEyKNG NUag elg TEPUAGUOV,

and not (you) lead us into  temptation,
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