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CHAPTER 13 Third Declension Nouns

CHAPTER 13

Third Declension Nouns

You will be able to—

—

recognize the third declension nouns,

recognize and understand the changes that take place when the endings are added to
third declension nouns,

reproduce the basic variations of the third declension nouns,

gain more practice in translating and working with Greek,

master ten more high-frequency vocabulary words, and

memorize Mat. 6:10a in Greek.
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Congratulations! After mastering this chapter, you will know all the basic noun forms in
the New Testament.

Introduction

Thus far we have learned second declension nouns, which have a stem ending in omicron,
and first declension nouns, which have a stem ending in either alpha or eta. Third declension
nouns have stems that end in a consonant. When the endings are added, the consonant will
go through various predictable transformations.

Unlike the first and second declensions, which build their forms from the nominative,
third declension nouns will be built from the genitive. Thus, in the third declension, you

must be aware of the genitive form of the noun.

To find the stem of third declension nouns, take the og off the genitive form.

Key Letter Box

The following consonants in the voiced and unvoiced columns are called “stops” because
of the way the air flow stops when pronouncing them. The aspirates are fricatives. These
letters will be transformed when the sigma ending of the third declension is added. (Mounce,
Basics, 78)

Unvoiced Voiced Aspirate

Labial = B (0]
Velar « Y X
Dental 1 ) 0
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Sigma Addition

The consonants (labials, velars, dentals) change in the following ways when the sigma
ending is added. The two letters contract into one. In the case of the dentals the dental is
dropped.

Labials: &, B,oro + o=y

Velar: «, y, or y + 6 =& (cbpx + ¢ — odpf [x+c=E])

Dentals: 1, 6, or 6 + 6 =6 (éAnid + ¢ — éAmic [6+c=¢])
Nu drops out when followed by a sigma (Dat. P1.).

Introduction

We will learn four paradigms that are typical of third declension nouns. The adjective ndg,
naoa, tav (each, all) will be examined as a 3-1-3 adjective (third-first-third declension).

Take the og ending off the genitive form to find the stem. In the nominative singular a
sigma is added to the stem, causing the final consonant of the stem to change. Because this
declension is so different and occurs so frequently, it is good to learn how to chant through
the ydpig, dvopa, and miotig charts.

Third Declension Endings

M/F  Singular Plural Neut. Singular Plural
Nom. -¢ -€G -- -0
Gen. -og -V -0G -0V
Dat. -1 -0l -1 -0l
Acc. -a -0g -- -0
Kappa Final Stems
oaps, capkoc, 1 (flesh)
Singular Plural

Nom. ocdp& OOPKEC
Gen.  copxoOg capK®OV
Dat. copki ocap&i(v)
Acc.  clpka cOpKOG

Tau/Delta Final Stems

X0P1G, yaprrog, 1 (grace)
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Singular Plural
Nom. ydpig YOPLTEG
Gen.  y&prrog xopitov
Dat. YOp1TL xapioyv)
Acc.  yaputa xaprrag

Notice that the accusative singular is yéprto while the interactive Mastering New
Testament Greek program has yépwv. Both are valid forms, but it is more useful to learn the
chart as it is here.

Iota Final Stems (consonantal iota)

nioTic, mioTemG, 1) (faith)

Singular Plural

Nom. miotic nioTelg
Gen. miotemg mioTE®V
Dat. mioTEl niotecy(v)
Acc.  mioTtv ioTEG

-pat Final Stems

ovopa, o6vopatoc, T0 (name)

Singular Plural
Nom. &voua ovopoato
Gen.  ovOpOTOC ovoudtmv
Dat. ovopatt ovopacyv)
Acc.  dvoua ovouarto

Rho Final Stems

naT)p, TaTpos, 6 (father)

Singular Plural
Nom. moatp TOTEPES
Gen.  matpodg TATEPOV
Dat. moTpi moTpacuv)
Acc.  matépa TATEPOS
Voc.  mhrtep TOTEPES

Note the dropping or lessening of the medial vowel 1.
Diphthong -g¢v Ending Stems

igpevg, -€ag, 0 (priest)
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Singular Plural
Nom. 1igpedc iepeic
Gen. igpémg lepéov
Dat. iepel iepedoi(v)
Acc.  igpéa lepels
nag (all)
Singular Plural
Masculine Feminine Neuter Masculine  Feminine Neuter
Nom. moc lolelo} Y ThvTeS Aol navto
Gen. mavidég  mdong TOVTOG TOVTOV TOUGOV TOVTOV
Dat. TovTi ndon TovTi Tacy(v) TAoLg nacuv)
Acc.  mhvta o0 le00Y oV TOVTOG TOGOG TavTo
Chant Third Declension by column
Nom. Sg. XOPLS TioTIC ovopa
Gen. YOPLTOG ToTEMG OVOLOTOG
Dat. xaprtt miotel ovouatt
Acc. yaprra otV dvopa
Nom. PI. YOPLTEG nioTelg ovopoato
Gen. yopitov TioTE®V ovopdtov
Dat. xopiou(v) nioteo(v) ovopaoy(v)
Acc. YOPLTOG ToTEG ovopoato

Translation Examples

YOP1G DUIV Kod €lpnvn amo Beod matpdg MUdV kai kupiov Incod Xpiotod.
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ (Rom. 1:7).

0¢ &v Taig UEPIG TRHG CaPKOG ADTOD
who in the days of his flesh (Heb. 5:7)

OTL 0V TO €V T® KOoU® , N Embupio TG copKOg
for all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh (1 Jn. 2:16)’
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Vocabulary

avnp, avopog, 6
Baocthevg, -£wg, O
dOVaIG, -€MC, 1)
dvopa, -puatoc, T
oG, TOoa, TV

TP, TOTPOG, O
ToTIg, TOoTEWS, N
nved L, -0TOG, TO
66pE, capkdg, N
YAPIG, -1T0G, 1)

man, husband (216)
king (115)

power, miracle (119)
name, reputation (231)
all, each, every (1,244)
father (413)

faith, belief (243)
spirit, wind (379)
flesh, body (147)
grace, kindness (155)

Memory Verse: Mat.
ENOETD n
Let come the
yevnoOnTm 10
let happen the

6:10a

Bactieia oov*
kingdom your
0EA UG ooV,
will your
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